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* NOTHING could have increaſed the agitation of 
my mind during the remainderof that day : Several times 
I was tempted to accuſe my kind keeper of infidelity z 
again I would reproach myſelf with injuſtice and in- 
gratitude—In the midft of my reveries the door of my 
cell flew open, and the keeper beckoned me to fol- 
low him: I obeyed without ſpeaking a word—He led 
me to the outer gate, where ſtood the Friar. —He 
unlocked the gate and we ſallied forth precipitately.— 
We went through a narrow ſtreet which led to the open 


Eountry. 


cc After we had travelled about two miles, at a pret- 
ty round rate, he led us into a wood, and deſired us to 
wait his return in filence. We retired about a hun- 
dred yards into the wood and fat down; the Friar be- 
gan to return thanks for ſo ſucceſsful a beginning, in 
- which I joined him, and, after ſome preparatory diſ- 
courſe, he informed me that they deſigned to go to Le- 
on, where he ha a brother ſuperior of a Monaſtery. 
He then very kindly inſtructe l me how to conduct my- 
ſelf; pointing out the neareſt and moſt private ways ts 
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Leghorn, where, he obſerved, I might probably meet 


wich a veſſel bound to ſome port in Great-Britain. 
* 
cc Our companion hes appeared riding one horſe, 
and leading two others ſaddled: We mounted and rode 
together about ten Engliſh miles, and then halted ex- 
aclly in the interſection of two roads, where we took 


an affectionate leave of each other: They proceeded 


ſlraight forward; and I, agreeably to the directions of 
my {low travellers, took the right hand road. 


Having travelled ena moſt parts of Italy in 


my youthful days, I was not much at a loſs; but 
found the way to Leghorn very tag t, where I diſ- 


poſed of the horſe to great advantage. Thus, gentle 
men and ladies, I have given you a ſuccinct account 
of all the diſaſters which has befel me ſnce I parted, 


with my pupil here; and I aſſure you I look on my 
elcape as very little ſhort of a miracle.” 


They all heartily „ him on his good 


fortune, and, having a fine leading wind and pleaſant 
weather, they ſpent their time very agreeably, untfl 
they had paſſed the Iſlands of Majorca and Minorca, 
and were in expectation of running the ſtreights of Gib- 
raltar without danger or difficulty. 


Our hero was, at that period, as happy as he had 
ever been; he enjoyed the higheſt felicity in the vivifi- 
ing converſation of the charming Iſabella z and agreea- 
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ble company of his fellow voyagers : Certain it is, 
that in this {mall ſociety, compoſed as it was of per- 
ſons of different ages, ſexes, countries and religious 
denominations, there reigned what is rarely, if ever, 
found in the levees of the moſt auguſt princes, namely, 
lincerity : Freedom of ſentiment was attended to with- 
out cenſure or diſguſt ; difference of opinions produced 
neither ceremony nor contempt z convivial harmony 
reverberated from breaſt to breaſt, and it was the de- 
light of each to contribute to the ſatisfaQion of the other. 


Thus fituated, with the firmeſt confidence of landing 
ſafely in his native country in a ſhort ſpace, is it a won- 
der that the mind of Mercutio was tranquil, and that 
bis rifing hopes deſtroyed the conception of diſappoint- 
ment? — This was the caſe. 


But fortune, that fickle goddeſs, who delights in - 
tantalizing her votaries, and in ſporting with their ſen- 
fibility, withdrew her amiable ſmiles, determined to 
give him one more kick, leſt he ſhould ſuppoſe himſelf 
out of the reach of her heel. They had juſt loſt ſight of 
Majorca when a violent hurricane overtook them, which 
threw the whole company into the utmoſt conſternation. 
'The captain gave orders for furling the ſails with all 
the expedition pofhble ; in the mean time, he was obligs 
ed to afſiſt at the helm which the violence of the tem. 
eſt rendered indiſpenſible neceſſary. In the midſt of*his. - 
dreadful conflict between the contending elements, a 


ſudden and tremendous ſquall deprived the * of * 
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main-top-maſl, together with fix of her ableſt ſeamen, 
who were, unfortunately, on the main- top-ſail- yard, 
furling the top: ſail. | 


This was a Creadful ſtroke, of which the captain was 
fully ſenſible ; however, he continued to give his orders 


with compoſure and firmneſs; and was obeyed by his 


men with intrepidity and alacrity. The ſtorm raged 
fixteen hours, without intermiſſion or abatement, and 
was ſucceeded by dark, cloudy weather, and a briſk 
gale of wind for ſeveral days. Every other perſon on 
board appeared more concerned for their perſonal ſafety 
than Mercutio, who had, by a long ſeries of misfor- 
tunes, diſappointments and dangers, become habituat- 
ed to them; he had acquired an uniformity of temper 
and a ſerenity of countenance on all occaſions, which 
amazed his companions, and was peculiar to himſelf : 
He diſplayed, however, on this occaſion, a more than 
ordinary degree of compoſure, which was abſolutely 
neceſſary, to inſpire Iſabella with fortitude to ſupport 
her in that alarming ſituation, | 


Early one morning they were again overtaken by a moſt 
tremendous hurricane; heavy ſqualls of hail, accom- 
panied with dreadful cJaps of thunder and almoſt in- 
ceſſant ſtreams of lightning, continued to annoy them 
until ſeven in the evening, when the clouds began to 
diſperſe ; but a heavy weſtern gale continued to blow 
with unabating rigour, for the ſpace of four days and 
nights, Their fortitude entirely ſorſook them !. Eycn 


* 


— 
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Mercutio had nearly forbore to hope! The ſea rolled 
in dreadful mountains, ſo that, conſidering the ſhat- 
tered condition of the ſhip, and the loſs of the ſix men, 
it was little leſs than a miracle that they were not en- 
tombed in the ocean. | 


At length it pleaſed God to lull the furious wave 
into a ſtate of perfe tranquillity ; and the ſurface of the 
capacious. bed of waters, ſmooth and tranſparent, 
once more met their raviſhed fight. Soothing as this 
change certainly was; yet very ſerious apprehenfions 
began to ariſe in their minds, when the captain on tak- 
ing obſervation, informed them that they-were then 
within fixty leagues of Candia, a large iſland in the 
Mediterranean, belonging to the grand Signior, a not- 
ed reſort for Pirates, 


They conſulted on the moſt expedient and prompt 
meaſures to adopt, for their preſervaion. It was ob- 
ſerved by the captain, that ſhould they be attacked by 
any of thoſe inhuman pirates which infeſt the Medi- 
terranean, they mult inevitably fall victims to their cru- 
elty ; as they were deſlitute of the means of defence or 
flight, and he thereſore gave it as his opinion, that as 
the ſhip was much diſabled, it would be beſt to endea- 
vour to make the iſland of Sicily, where they might 
refit, take in freſh proviſion and water, and reſreſh 
themſelves in the mean time, ö 
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This propoſal met the approbation of the whole 
company; in conſequence of which, the captain gave 
orders to tack, intending to put into Meſhna. Though 
the wind was on the- beam, yet they entertained the 
moſt ſanguine hopes of obtaining the deſired object, 
notwithſtanding their ſpeed was much retarded by the 
crazineſs of the veſſel, which leaked conſiderably. 
They ſtood on this courſe from half paſt eight in the 
morning until evening, and though with all the induſtry 
they were able to exert, they could gain but two knots 
and a half per hour, yet were in tolerable ſpirits. The 
herizon . had intercepted about half the beauties of the 
ſun when they diſcovered a veſſel bearing after them 
under all her canvaſs. When this news was firſt com- 
municated to the captain he appeared ſomewhat em- 
barraſſed; however, he encouraged his company with 
hopes of its being an Engliſh ſhip from the Levant; 
homeward bound. Notwithſtanding theſe hopes, he 
crouded all the fail his ſhip would bear, and bore away 
for the ſtreights of Meſſina. 
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The darkneſs of the night prevented the captain from 
ſeeing his purſuers, though he remained on deck all 
night for that purpoſe; but he perceived, juſt at the 
dawn of day, that notwithſtanding his exertions, the 
veſſel had purſued them all night, and were then with- 
in a league. The riſing ſun convinced them to their 
inexpreſſible concern, that the veſſel they perceived 
was a Turkiſh Galley, bearing on them with ſails and 


pars, 
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"Fall at that inſtant, the chief mute from the forecallle, 
deſcried another veſſel under crouded fail, which the 
c2ptain rightly judged belonged to Malta; ſhe was 
bound to Cephalonia, and was then within about two 
leagues of our diſtreſſed ſhip's company. The captain 
gave immediate orders to brace up the yards and lay 
the Malteſe right on board, hoping that by their com- 
bined force, they might be able to defeat the infidels 
who gained on them every moment. The Turks per- 
ceived their deſign, and endearoured to prevent their 
Junction with the Malteſe, by getting between them if | 
poſſible, for they expeQed to make prize of the diſabled 
ſhip, without any reſiſtance, which would certainly 
have been the caſe if they had found an opportunity of 
attacking her ſingly ; for the Chriſtians were unprovid- 
ed with ammunition for an engagement with an enemy, 
who were not only well Provided with this article, 
but three times their number. In this,critical juncture, 
the commander of the Malteſe, - perceiving their dif-* 
treſs ordered a gun to be fired to leeward, which our 
Ea, tain anſwered by a gun, and by hoiſting Italian 


60lours. 


The Malteſe and infidels had the ſame object in 
purſuit, namely, that of preventing each other from 
getting along ſide of the diſtreſſed ſhip. A degree of 
| maritime ſkill was diſplayed by both, on this occaſion, 
| ſeldom equalled and never exceeded; that of the Chriſ- 
| tians, however, proved ſuperior, for juſt as the pirate 
was making a ſhort tack in order to run down between 
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them, the Malteſe poured a heavy broad - ſide into her, 
which ſo diſconcerted the Turks that they veered the 
other way, and dropt aſtern of the other veſſel, detex - 
mined to revenge their diſaſter on that defenceleſs crew 


before the friendly Malteſe could interfere. Mercutio 


was ſtanding by the ancient ſtaff, when the pirates diſ- 
charged a volley of ſmall arms, a bullet penetrated his 


ſhoulder, and his foot ſlipping. at the ſame inſtant, he 


unfortunately fell over the ſtern. The pirates ſaw him 
fall, and inſtantly threw out a ſmall boat called a Per- 

magy (which they generally carry for that purpoſe) 
Wn three 'Turks taking up the body of Mercutio, con- 
veyed kim on board the Galley. This was done ſo 
ſuddenly that before the Malteſe could bri ing their ſhip 
to proper poſition for diſcharging another broadſide, 
our hero was on board the pirate, which did no other 
execution than fink the Permagy and the three Turks. 
who had not time to get on board. This, however, 


had a very good eſſect, for it ſtruck a panic on the pi- 


rates, who, conceiving the Malteſe to be, much flron- 
ger than they really were, tacked precipitately, and 
ſheered off, without ſo much as looking after their com- 
panions, who ſank with the Permagy and were ſeen no 
more. It was a diſtinguiſhed favour of Providence that 
the pirates happened to be miſtaken in the opinion they. 
had conceive? of the ſtrength of the Malteſe, for had 
they charged bur once more they would l. e diſcorered 
their weakneſs, and conſequently, have captured both 
crews ; for they had not another round of ammunicion 


on board. The Malteſe hoiſted more ſail and ſeemed 
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anger to give chace; ad by this means, they wete 


ſoon rid of their enemies, who employed every poſſible 


means to avoid being overtaken ; conſequently they 
were ſoon out of fight. 


The generoſity of the Malteſe did not reft here. The 
eommander ordered his boat to be hoiſted out, and, at- 
tended by ſeveral young Malteſe of diſtinction, went 
on board our diſtreſſed ſhip, where they were received 
with the moſt unfeigned gratitude. Finding Iſabella 
drowned in tears, bewailing the fate of her beloved 
Mercutio, they expreſſed their concern for the ſad event 
In the moſt pathetic manner, conjuring her, at the ſame 
time, as ſhe valued her life, not to give way to immo- 
derate grief; as her huſband, perhaps, was alive and 
well, and added, that if the proper means were em- 


ployed for his redemption, he might ſoon be ſet at li- 


berty. Theſe words ſeemed to inſpire her with new 
life, ſhe, in ſome meaſure recovered her former ſeren- 
ity; and, by the kind attention of the other ladies, 
ſhe, at leaſt, refrained from tears for ſome time. 


The Malteſe commander next enquired, if it was in 


his power to ſerve them in any thing further? They 


made him a proper acknowledgment for his kindneſs, 
and after a ſhort conſultation it was determined to con- 


Fey the property of Mr. Wilcox and his fellow paſſen- 


gers on board the Malteſe ſhip, the owners to accom- 
pany the Malteſe to the place of their deſtination (Ce- 


Phalonia) where they might land their property and 


% 
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remain till their own veſſel ſhould arrive and be repaig- 
ed, and in the mean time, to employ every means to 
elſſect the liberation of their friend. The commander 
of the Malteſe alſo promiſe], that as ſoon as his ſhip 
was at anchor, he would procure all the aſſiſtance poſ- 
üble, aud return and ſee this diſtreſsꝰd ſhip ſafe inte the 
| Fame, port, where, he was of opinion, ſhe might be 
 refitted | as well as at Mefhna; and ale], that the 
+ Streights of Meſſina- (which they muſt inevitably -paſs 
through) were Oy FRO at that ſeaſon of 
che year. 


* * hes a a 
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2 "Having e e agreed to this propoſal, they 
began to remove their eſeAs, as before concerted, 
« which, as the utmoſt diligence was employed, was 
comj leted in a ſhort time; when taking a ſhort ſare- 
well of their worthy captain, they went on board with 
their generous deliverers, who crouding all the ſai! the 
- ſhip-would bear, and the wind proving favqurable to 
their wiſhes, they caſt anchor at the ſouth fide of the 
land in fiften fathom water, and a very commodious 
houſe being procured, Mr. Wilcox and his friends 
. Went on ſhore, where, hal M ercut 10 been with thei 
, they would have felt perfegtly ca'y,. 


1 


There were thiree Engliſh ſkips hing at anchor tl ere. 
be Malteſe commander went immediately cn | board, 
and, after j informing the officers of wat Lal hay; ened,, 
_folichted 1 their aſſiſtance in behalf of the Lillreſſed ſhip, 

_- was. realy com; lied wich: Three flout log 
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boats were immediately fitted out with maſts, fails and 
tow-lines 3 and thus equipped, proceeded to their aſ- 
ſiſtance; an officer from each ſhip attended with their 
reſpective crews, and all under the direction of the Mal- 
teſe commander, who acted the part of a pilot on 91 
occaſion. 


As they ufed every poſſible exertion, they hove in 
| Gght of their object the ſecond day about noon. They 
found the crew much fatigued and diſpirited; however, 
they loſt no time, but making faſt their tow-lines to het 
head, they rowed inceſſantly until they brought her 
into the harbour, and moored her ſafely along fide 
the Malteſe ſhip, to the no ſmall ſatisfaction of all par - 
ties. Having brought them all fafe into port, it ap- 
pears expedient to enquire into the fate of Mercutio. 


The commander of the Galley in which he was car- 
ried of, was by birth, a Spaniard, who, having been 

guilty of ſome enormities in his own country, which 
haq rendered him obnoxious, fled to Candia, where, 
after renouncing chriſtianity, he obtained the command 
of the abovementioned Galley, and by his piracy, had 
accumulated avaſt eſtate. Mercutio, when he reco: 
vered his ſenſes, immediately*enquired for Iſabella, and 
was inſormed by an Engliſh ſtave (who had been cap- 
tured ſome time before) that he alone had been taken 
in the late engagement; adding, that the Renegado was 
not willing to engage the Malteſe, leſt fortune might 
throw him into their hatids, and therefore conceived it 
moſt adviſeable to ' ſheer off without bis cuſtomary 
Plunder. B Vor. II. 
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Mercutio's wound was examined immediately on their 
arrival at Candia, by a Surgeon, a native of France, 
and had alſo renounced, who very dexterouſly extracted 
the bullet, which was no eaſy matter, it being lodged 
in the upper part of the ſcapular, where it had lain 
three days and three nights. He was alſo very ſkilful 
and tender in applying proper dreſſings 3 ſo that in a 
very ſhort time he recovered the uſe of his hand and 
arm. The Surgeon, while he was dreſſing his ſhoulder 
one day, enquired of our hero what countryman he 
was, with ſeveral other queſtions relating to his paſt 
adventures, of which being ſatisfied, he told him he 
did not donbt but his ranſom could be obtained, if he 
had friends in England, that would advance a ſum of 
money for that purpoſe. 


Mercutlo anſwered him with reſerve, but hinted that 
he ſhould be glad of an opportunity of writing to his 
friends, if permiſſion could be obtained. He promiſ- 
ed to procure him the neceſſaries for that purpoſe, and 
would alſo paſs his word for its being conveyed to En- 
gland or elſewhere with ſafety and diſpatch. He 
thanked him for his civility, and the Frenchman went 
W and brought him pen, ink and paper. 


Having had an interview with the Said who 
informed him he ſhould have his liberty for 5000 dol- 
Lars, and no leſs, he ſat down, and wrote a pathe- 

tic letter to his father, informed him of his ſituation, 
and requeſting a remittance of the ſum. The letter, 
having firſt been peruſed by the Renegado, being diſ- 
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patched, and the ſurgeon having pronounced him tho- 
roughly recovered, our hero was conducted to the inte- 
rior part of the iſland, to aſſiſt at a building, which the 
Renegado had undertaken to erect in the centre of a 
ehryſtal lake, about four hundred yards in diameter. 
/ 

The plan was, to convey large hewn ſtones on a 
| kind of raft, then to let them down gradually to the 
bottom ſo as to form a ſolid and level foundation, large 
enough for the intended ſuperſtructure. In this man- 
ner it was to be raiſed above the ſurface of the water, 
then a cauſeway to be ereQed from thence to the fide of 
the lake, to convey timber and other materials to the 
ſpot. It was Mercutio's lot to be employed in the 
quarries, where he was obliged to labour from the 
dawn of day until the ſtars were viſible at night, in 
company with ten other Chriſtians, who had ſome time 
before been captured by the apoſtate Spaniard. Among 
his fellow captives, he obſerved one young man of an 
amiable countenance, who ſeemed to endure his ſuf- 
Kine with the utmoſt i e and anxiety. 


Our hero obſerved this young man's uneaſineſs with 
much concern, and would frequently reflect ſo atten- 
tively on the ſufferings of his fellow ſlave, that he ab- 
ſolutely forgot his own This was a happy diſpoſition, 
what a pity 'tis not more general! Here all intereſted 
views were excluded, and every form ſet aſide; they 
were ſo cloſely watched, and ſo continually kept em- 
ployed, that, as yet, they had not found an opportu- 


. 
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nity of diſcourfng on the ſubjeR of their woes, or of 
mingling. their griefs. This reflection places, in the 
moſt conſpicuous poĩnt of view, the innate goodneſs 
of Mercutio's heart. But to return — 


Mercutio, by STS id on the viſible anx- 
let; of this young map, began to grow remar kabiy pen- 
five ; and he ſought an opportunity of ſpeaking private- 
ly tq him i in oxder if. Poſſible, to remove part of the 
melapcholy » which preyed continually on his mind. . 


- He did not wait Jong. One night, when all the rely 
worn down . with hunger and fauigue, had forgot their 
miſeries in fleep; the young man, fetching a heavy 
lig, uttered the following words i in a low tone of voice, 
Oh my God! How long fhall I endure the Pain and 
ignominy to to which I am-at preſent condemned! ? Not 
only deprixed « of my liberty, which, alene, is. far dear: 
er to me than liſe; but cut off from all communication 
With thoſe I hold moſt dear, which, miſerable as my 
ſituation is, would afford me that conſolation I ſtand 
ſo much in need of now my father has no doubt 
left Italy, hefore the arrival of my letter, ar F ſhould 
have heard from him before now. But what dare I 
impioully call in queſtion, the decrees, or repine at 
the diſpenſaijons of Providence? The immortal Jeho- 
En has promiſed that he will never forſake ſuch as 

repoſe à confidence in his mercy ; then, gracious God! 
May I never be tempted, or being tempted, may I 
never YER. * the infernal mne of thoſe accurſed 
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jp dels who would hare me to renounce, as they have | 

done, the Saviour of the world, and embrace the damna- 
ble doctrine of Mahomet. No, though they ſhould add 

to my preſent miſery the moſt excruciating torments 
that malice can deviſe, and cruelty execute, yet, for- 
tied by an affiance in Thee, I ſhall rife ſuperior to the 
perſecutions of men and devils, and ſhall be enabled 
to view the bowl, the dagger and the bowſiring with 
the utmoſt compoſure.” X 


+ Wy wm TIS — _ 
SY „ i N Pa 


5 He pauſed. Mercutio had been all attention to the 
1 foregoing, and, as he lay cloſe to his fide, addreſſed him 

in the following manner. 6 My dear fellow priſoner, 

it is no ſmall conſolation to me to have met, in this mi- 

ſerable ſituation, a perſon of your exalted ſentiments, 
1 for, though we are condemned to a ſtate of wretched 
? bondage, yet that God who has called us into exiſ- 
tence, has power to deliver us out of the hands of thoſe 
enemies to all good. Then let us cheriſh thoſe ſenti- 
ments which you have expreſſed, it will render our 
4 chains lighter; our labours will become pleaſant to us 3 
| and we can eat our coarſe and ban fare, not only | 
with content but thankfulnefs,” 


rr 
„ TY, A; 


From ſuch refleQions as theſe, they inſenſibly fell 

into a diſcourſe, on the different accidents by which 

they had been reduced to their preſent unhappy fitua- 

tion. Mercutio at the requeſt of his companion, re- 

lated (abating ſome particular circumſtances) the 

whole of his adventures, from bis fir departure 
B 2 
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from England, to that moment. * Pray fir,” ſaid 
the other, „do you remember the name of the old gen- 
tleman, who with his OE ſailedin your company from 
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' 
0 "oh 


40 Wilcox, fir,” replied our hero. O Heavens! 
my father!“ exclaimed: the youth, with emotion :— 
This declaration ſurprized and pleaſed our hero, and 
alſo prompted him to aſk ſeveral queſtions concerning 
his adventures ſince his departure from Leghorn. 


=. 


„ Sir,” ſail Wilcox, «<< you have been ſo obliging 
as to give me a detail” of your adventures, therefore , 
though my narrative is by no means intereſting to , 
any perſon but myſelf, nor the incidents of which it is 
compoſed, furprizing or diyerting, yet, to refuſe a 
requeſt ſo natural, and at the ſame time ſs ' reaſo- 
nable, would argue ingratitude as well as ill-breeding. 

c Tt is now two months lince my departure from 
Smyrna, with a very yaluable cargo, for Amſterdam ; 
and as wind and weather ſeemed to favor us, I was 
in great expectation of making a ſhort, pleaſant and 


profitable voyage Heaven, however, had otherwiſe 
decreed. 8 | 


* 


k 


6 On the fifth day, au at ſun 6555 we pr attacked by the 
fame Royer, by, whom you, were taken. My ſhip was 
deeply kalen, and in en for an engagement 5 


> 
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conſequently, we hal no hopes of ſafety, except it 
could be accompliſhed by flight; but this. attempt 
proved abortive. After a chace of five hours the 
Turks overtook and grappled us. They immediately 
began to hoard us, in which they met with little or no 
oppoſition; we being as I before obſerved, by no 
means able to. prevent them, it appeared moſt prudent, 
to make a virtue of neceſhty, and; endure patiently- 
what we were unable to remedy. .. 3 


The Pirates after taking poſſeſſion of my ſhip, 
obligad me and my crew, together with two young 
gentlemen from London, lately eſcaped from the Spa- 
niards, to go on board the Galley. Previous, however, 
to our leaving, they made free to ſearch and ſtrip us 
all; in doing which, they treated us with the utmoſt 
inſult and contempt, in conſequence of which ſeveral: 
lives: were loſt. A Turk thruft his hand into Charles 
Howard's pocket, and at the ſame moment ſpit full 
in his face, Auguſtus Davenport, ſtanding by, and 
obſerviag what was done, inſtantly drew his ſword, 
which they had not taken yet, and with one ſtroke, 
felled the infamous e eee at his ſets le 7644 
ce A dozen Turks indantly ruſhed on him, Howard 
and myſelf ſupported him, and a bloody battle eHfued. 
Ihe ſailors, with the boatſwain at their head, advanced 
to the attack, armeth, with handſnikes, and ſuch" other 
weapons as they could find. The deck was ſoon' c 
vered with blood, rod this liage of the battle, I te. 


*% 
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ceived a es which deprived me of ſenſe until all , 
was over. 3 | g 

« When I recovered enough to take notice of the ob- 
Jas: which ſurrounded me, I found my feet faft in the 


bilboes, and my right hand joined to the left hand of 


one of my ſailors, by a pair of hand- cufſs. It was juſt 
clearly day when I came to myſetf, the moſt inauſpici-' 
ous day I ever beheld. I found myſelf exceeding weak 
and fick ; indeed it was no wonder, for though I was 
inſenfible. of it, I had bled inceſſantly, from the time 1 
had received the wound; and the blood. was ſcarcely 


ſtanched when I recovered my ſenſes, a is I was inform - 


ed by the poor fellow to whom I was handcuffed. He 
ſaid the two young gentlemen were (he believed) both 


mortally wounded; but they diſpatched fix Turks be- 


fore they fell; at length, wounded, weary, and over- 
powered by numbers, they were mangled in a moſt 
ſhocking manner, and finally, hand-cufled- together 
as we were. The boatſwain, being ſingled out by two 
of the infidels, defended himſelf with the utmoſt bravery = 
for ſome time, at length they cloſed on him in order to 
throw him down; but he being both ſtrong and active, 
claſped one in each arm, and by main ſtrength, being 
cloſe to the gunwale, threw himſelf backwards into the 
ſea, and taking both with him, they all periſhed together.” 


( Pray, fir,” ſaid Mercutio, with impatience, © can 
you give me any particular account of thoſe two young 
_ gentlemen you juſl now mentioned 7 CEP 
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Nat a, vecy particular one,“ replled Wilcox, 
ec, but I underſtand they remain in town, under the 
care of a ſurgeon, in order to have their wounds, 
which, though many, are not mortal, kealed ; for 
this Spaniards is very avaricious, and notwithſtands 
ing he is much enraged at. the {langhter made by them 
among his men, yet wiſhes to have them healed as 
ſoon as poſhble, as he, ſuppoling them to be perſons 
of giftipgian, "axpeAs a great ſum ſor is ranſom ; 
and Ute nas bf aer miſtaken?! / wet 
fa! 1 , 

. bs Dans Gappoſe,? ts our birch * thee is | 
any probability of their being ſent here, when their 
wounds are healed ??? „I am pretty well aſſured they 
will,” ſaid he; * this T-am informed by a young Chriſ- 
tian ſlave, whom the Renegado keeps to wait on him 
when on ſhore ; and when he goes out on a aruize, 
leaves him to aſſiſt an old Eunuch, to whom he dom 
mits the care of all his treaſure. 


1 1 5 | 8 * : N 3 F 13 


ce This boy comes kere two or three times a week; 
with orders to thoſe Eunuchs who have the care of us; 
and are all ſubordinate to the old one in town. You 
ſee how difficult it is to hold any converſation even 
among ourſelves, much more to ſpeak to him, as he is 
under the ſtrongeſt injundtions to hold no manner of 
correſpondence With any of the other ſlaves; yet I have 
found means to converſe with him, and find him a 
ſmart, intelligent lad, ſon to a very worthy man who 
ſaited with me in the capacity of chief mate: He has 
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ſince obtained the command of a ſhip, and failing laſt | 


year to the LEvant, was attacked by this Renegado, 
but was unable to take him or do him any damage z his 
ſhip being a remarkable ſwift ſailer, eſcaped the Pirate; 
but this boy unfortunately falling overboard, fell into 
the hands of the infidels in the . manner, only un- 
wounded, as you did.“ 


: | | 

After a ſhort pauſe he reſumed, © My friend, I am 
not without hopes that with the aſſiſtance of this lad, 
the Renegado once more at ſea, and Howard and Da- 
venport here, we might find means to eſcape, from 


theſe devils : I am completely verſed in the Arabic 


language, which would greatly facilitate the enter- 
prize. I ſpeak this in confidence, if you conceive the 
undertaking to be attended with too much hazard, 
keep this a profound ſecret, as a CE would be 
fatal to us all. 


My dear fir,” replied our hero, © you need be under 
no apprehenfion on that ſcore, I approve the plan, and 
will freely become a ſharer in the enterprize. 'The 
two young gentlemen, you have mentioned are 
intimate friends of mine; and though I already 
anticipate the pain it will give me and them on meet- 
ing each other in ſuch a wretched ſituation, yet 
my heart pants for the interview.” The night being 
far ſpent, and the ſpirits of thoſe unfortunate youths 
exhauſted, they fell into broken ſlumbers, until 
the return of day, and tlie appearance of their keep- 


ers arouſing them to a repetition of inſult and fatigue. 
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That day, Mirza, which is the name the Renega- 
do had aſſumed when he had renounced, viſited the 
quarries, to take a view of his ſlaves, and to give ſome 
orders to the Eunuchs who had the ſuperintendance of 
the work, He appeared, dreſſed in a rich 'Turkiſh habit, 
and was attended by the above mentioned boy. He 
inſpected every part of the work minutely, and appear- 
* ed very well pleaſed. He ſtaid the greateſt part of the 
day, and when he was going away, told the chief of the 
Eunuchs, he would {end two more ſlaves the next day, 
and concluded with peremptory orders to puſh the 
work with all poſhble ſpeed, and to look well to the 
Chriſtian ſlaves, leſt they ſhould form any cabals or 
plans to eſcape. 'Theſe orders were heard and under- 
ſtood by Wilcox. In the courſe of the day, Wilcax 
made ſeveral attempts to ſpeak to the boy, but the vigi- 
lance of his keepers rendered that impracticable. 


Night coming on, a ceſſation from labor afforded an 
opportunity of reſuming their nocturnal diſcourſe, 
which was the only thing that enabled them to endure 
the fatigues of the day with any degree of patience. 

They remained filent, until their fellow-ſuflerers were 
aſleep, when Mercutio addreſſed his partner in affliQion : 
c Well, fellow-ſufferer, we have paſt another weari- 
ſome day, without any proſpect of relief.” Ay,“ 
faid Wilcox, and this day has proved the moſt morti- 
fying to me of any I have ſpent in this abominable 
place: The contemptuous looks and imperious beha- 
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vior of that piratical villain, cut me to the very foul— 

I was more than once tempted to daſh his brains out 
with the inſtrument I was laboring with. What mo 
mortified me, as the impoſſibility of ſpeaking to the 
boy; for I want to infpire him with a confidence in me; 
that he. may communicate all the intelligence he can 
poſſibly collect, with regard to the motions of the Joy 
gado, without fear.“ 


% 4 


Thus oo ſent good part of the time, which their 


tyrannical maſter allotted for the recruiting of their 
ſtrength, ſo that they might be able to perform their 


ſeveral taſks on the enſuing day: How far ſuch reft, if 


reſt it may be called, would tend towards their refreſh- 
ment, the reader may judge, when he is informed, that 


the place in which they were confined at night, was a 


ſtrong wooden building, about eighteen feet every way, 
without any aperture in the ſides. The roof was con- 


ſtructed of ſtrong plank double, laid tranſverſely, nailed 


together, and perfectly flat. In the middle of the roof 
was a ſmall and ftreng tray-door, by which thoſe un - 
fortunate flayes were let in and out. A rope-ladCer, 
faſlenel to the top of the roof, ſerved them to climb up; 
then being pulled up and let down on the infide, admit- 
ted them into their apartment, the ladder being then 
drawn up, the door ſecurely locked and bolted, and 
they leſt to their folitary contemplations. It was a 
favorable circumſtance, however, for thoſe captives, 
that ſeveral carpenters were at work, preparing ſtuil for 


the infide of the new buildings; and they were permit- 
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tel to gather the ſhavings, of which they made a com- 
mon be: Oa this they ſtretche l their wearied limbs 


promiſcuoully, which was accounte ] a particular in- 
dulgenc . 


Early the next morning, the two a Iditional ſlaves 
were con lucted to the quarries, under convoy of four 
Turks, who belongel to the Galley, Immediately on 
rieir arrival, they were conn'tte.l to the charge of the 
chief Eunuch, and their con ductors inſtantly retired. 
Mercutiv fixed his eyes attentively on the two ſtrangers, 
an! imme liately recollected the features of his 
reſ,etel frien.'s. His heart had already embraced 
them, but prudence forbi l any other communication at 
that time : They did not appear to have any knowledge 


of him, an! he foun1 it ve: ry dichcalt to ſuppreſs his 


emotion on this occaſion. 'That day appeared to Mer- 
Cutio the longeſt he had ever ſeen: Night, hewever, at 
length put a period to the laborious employment of the 
day, and their guards having remand ed them to their 
uncomfortable lo ging, ſecurel the door an! leſt them 
to the moſt mortifying reflections. | | 


a. 


Our hero an1 Wilcox hal, for the convenience of 
Effcourting together, taken their lodging in a corner as 


Tar d detache! from their ſellow-captives as poſſihle: 1 
this corner they congueled the ſtrangers. 


"They remaine] a long time lent. Mercutio, how- 
ever, unable to refrain any longer, informed the ſtran- 
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gers in a whiſper, that be had been told they were from 
London, that he was alſo a native of that city, and 
finally requeſted to know their names. | | 


* 


The anſwers he received, completely ſatisfied him as 
to the identity of the perſons. © You, no doubt,” 
continued he © were acquainted with Mercutio ; can 
you give any account of him? I was once very intimate 
with him, and ſhould be happy to hear of his welfare.” 


cc Mercutio pr exclaimed Charles; „if the perſon 
you mean, be the ſame with whom J once had the hap- 
pineſs of being acquainted, I am forry to inform you, 
that he loſt his life at ſea in an engagement, at which I 
was preſent, and if Providence had not reſerved me for 


more and greater misfortunes, I ſhould have ſhared the 
ſame fate.” 


Mercutio told him, he was, happily, deceived with 
regard to the fate of his friend; for, he aſſured him, he 
had been in company with him in Leghorn within the 
laſt two months. ; 


& What do you tell me ?” ſaid Charles“ Mercutis 
living! Pardon, me, fir, it cannot be poſhble—I faw 
him ſwallowed by the raging ocean, which was then of 
a crimſon hue. No, no, I ſhall never ſee him more. 
Nothing ſhort of a miracle, could have delivered him 


from the fury of the waves: The bare fight of the hor- 


rid conflit—the flaming ſhips—the maimed victims, 
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floating on various fragments of the ſhips, under clouds 
of burning ſulphur, was almoſt lullicient '£ to extinguiſh 


life without any other accident.“ 


ce J confeſs,” ſaid Mercutio, „ the preſumption in 
favor of your opinion is very ſtrong ; but I do aver that 
Mercutio is ſtill living, for from himſelf I had the ac- 
count of his miraculous preſervation.” He then be- 
gan and related the whole e as it a already been 


deſcribed. 


— 


e Thanks to heaven !” exclaimed Charles Per 
haps I may yet live to ſee my much loved frieng—T 
hope he is at this moment happy : Well am I convinc- 
ed, if he was acquainted with my. hapleſs fate, 
he would leave no means unaſſayed, to afford me the 
earlieſt relief.“ 


IJ am fully ſenſible,” replied our hero, « of the 
willingneſs of your friend to ſerve you, was it in his 
power; but that, I am ſorry to ſay, is not the caſe, for 
Fortune is not yet weary of perſecuting Mercutio ; but 
has vigorouſly purſued him to Candia, where he is in a 
ſimilar ſituation to your own. Here, though we are 
retuſed light, by which you might procure occular de- 
monſtration of the truth of this, yet you may reſt aſſur- 
ed, that Mercutio has, with his own mouth, informed 
you of his providential eſcape from the dangers of the 
boiſterous ocean, to be again captured by Mahometam 
Pirates, * . 
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The emotions of Auguſtus: and Charles on this e. 

planation, are much eaſier imagined than deſcribed: 

Each ſuppoſed the other long fince dead, and conſe. 

_ quently, all hope or expectation of meeting this fide 

eternity, were excluded. 'Their diſcourſe, for fome time, 

Was ſuch as might reaſonably be expected on ſo inte- 
reſting an occaſion, and between ſuch ſincere friends. 


Charles, recounted the principal ages he had paſſed 
through ſince their ſeparation, 


ce When the ſhip went down,” ſaid he, „ ſurk a 
great way below the ſurface, and, indeetl did not ex- 
pett to riſe any more, for I found myfelf drawn vio» 
lently Cownwards by a power which I was not able 
to refift, although I uſed my endeavour for that pur- 

. poſe. At length I found my efforts, to regain the 
ſurface began to ſucceed, and, aſter being nearly ſuf- 
focated, I found my head en,. juſt as the 
Spaniards began to retreat. | 


One of the Spaniſh ſkips burſt into fragments juſt 
at that inſtant, and one of her maſts, having been pro- 
jeael to a j rodigious heighth by the ex loſion, fell very 

near me, and when it came up, I exertedall my ſtrength 
to reach it, and fortunate] ely ſucceeded, when I was at 
the point of giving up. I grew myſelf acroſs the 
maſt, fatigued and out of breath, and aſter recovering 
a little, perceived two boats tolling about among the 
tlie fragments of the ſhip. I called aloud for help, 
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they heard and came to me, and took me into one of 
the boats, where I had not been two minutes before 
our own two ſhips returning from the chace took us 
on board. Though the ſhips were much diſabled, 
we anchored at Portſmouth in ſixteen days. 


ce The ſhips were refitted with all poſſible expedition; 
but the gentleman who commanded the ſhip in which 
I returned, being attacked by a bilious fever, a few 
days aſter his arrival, died before his ſhip was ready 
for ſea. The admiral being informed of his death, 
and at the ſame time of my being on board, honoured 
me with the command, 


ce The firſt orders I received was to convoy a leet of 
tranſports, laden with troops, artillery, ammunition, 
ſmall arms, &c. to Gibraltar; and afterwards to 
cruiſe in the Streights three or four weeks. We 
failed accordingly, and meeting with fair winds and 
weather, made a ſhort and proſj erous voyage. 


« While the troops, &c. were landing, I ſpent great 
part of my time on ſhore with my friend Davenport, 
who comman ded a detachment of thoſe troops. One 
evening, being in company with a number of military 
othcers, I ſtaid pretty late, as Auguſtus had promiſed 
to accompany me on board, where I conſtantly {lept. 
I ſuppoſe it was midnight, when we broke up, and 
we immediately proceeded to ihe place where my boat 
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lay. It was perfeQly calm when we embarked ; but 
before we had got three hundred yards from ſhore, 
the wind began to blow from the weſtward in a tem- 
peſtuous manner, and along and heavy ſwell follow- 


ing, we were many times in danger of overſetting. 


We made ſeveral attempts to reland, but in vain ; the 
{ſwell drove us from the ſhore, and we were finally 
precipitated into the Mediterranean without maſt, ſail, 
compaſs, or one mouthful of food or drink. Aſter 
toſſing about on the convulſed ocean two days and 
nights, almoſt famiſhed, and utterly diveſted of hope, 
we eſpied, about the cloſe of day, a Spaniſh Barca-lon- 
ga, at the diſtance of about three leagues. It was 
impoſſible to eſcape them, and indeed if that could 
have been effeted, we had no mind to make the exp e- 
riment, as death would have been inevitable: We 
therefore reſolved to ſurrender ourſelves voluntarily into 
their hands, and leave the event to Providence; we ac- 
cordingly rowed towards them, and as they ſteered direct- 
ly for us we ſoon met. They threw us a rope as ſoon as we 
were along ſide, and Auguſtus and I went on board im- 
mediately. We were received in a very bandſcme 
manner by the commander and officers : Our men were 
taken on board, and the boat hoiſted in. The com- 
mander aſked me where we came from; how long we 
bad been at ſea, and ſeveral other queſtions of a ſimi- 
lar tendency. I informed him of the particulars of our 
diſtreſs with which he appeared aſſected; then calling 
ga attendant ordered him to conduct us to a cabin, and 
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provide ſomething to nouriſh us. He likewiſe orcer- 
ed an inferior officer to ſee that my men were taken 
care of, and that food ſhould be given to them, but in 


{mall quantities for a day or two. 


cc We did not ſee this worthy commander any more 
that night, for the ſervant after having brought us 
ſome hot wine andaſmall quantity of ruſk, informed 
us that was all he was directed to give at that time, 
and that after we had refreſhed ourſelves, he would 
ſhow us a bed, where we might repoſe our weary limbs, 
«© We ſoondevoured our ſmall repaſt, and though 
our appetites ſeemed to crave a further ſupply we found 
ourſelves exceeclingly refreſhed ; we then went to bed, 
and ſlept ſoundly till morning. 


« 'They ſailed on towards Gibraltar, their deſign 
(as we ſuppoſe!) was to reconnoitre, as they hovered 
between Centra and Alberan, twenty-four hours, and 
having ſatisfied their curioſity, took wing, and in four 
days anchoxed in the bay of Valencia. 


The next day, we were taken on ſhore in my boat, 
and left under guard in a houſe near the water-lice till 
further orders ſhould arrive. We did not remain long 
in this ſituation ; Auguſtus and myſelf were conduct- 
edto a ſuperb building, in the eaſt wing of the city, 
where the Spaniſh commander, and ſeveral other offi- 
cers, naval and military, were aſſembled, 


* 
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c We were ſeated, and interrogated concerning our 
names, country, the command each of us bore under the 
crown of England ; the reinforcement we had brought, 
and the actual ſtrength of the garriſon. Having paſſ- 
ed this examination we were releaſed with the uſual 
forms. All my endeavours to get myb oat's crew releaſ- 
ed proved ineſſectual, they were committed to cloſe 
confinement. We had each of us a good ſum of money, 
ſo that we were in no want of any thing, except liber- 
ty (we could not ſuppoſe ourſelves free) and that we 
intended to regain as ſoon as poſſible. 


ce In order to eſſed this, each of us purchaſed a 
Spaniſh habit, and took lodgings in an obſcure part 
of the city where we could remain incog, till anoppor- 
tunity ſhould offer us to depart for Gibraltar, or elſe- 
where. Having deliberately weighed every circum- 
ſtance, we concluded to travel by lan1 to Barcelona, 
and, if poſlible, to ſail from thence to Italy. 


ce We ſoon found a veſſel bound to Naples, the 
paſſage from whence to Venice was but ſhort ; we 
reſolved to travel from thence to Hamburgh, from 
whence it would be eaſy to procure paſſage to En- 
gland. We did not ſuppoſe it ſafe to travel through 
France. : 


cc We ſet forward, and avoiding all manner of com- 
munication with travellers on the rout, arrived in 


| Barcelona in ſafety, though much fatigued, 
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er After a fe days reſt, we made diligent inquiry 
for a veſſel bound to Rome, or any other Italian port; 
we ſoon found what we wanted, and 'arriving at Na- 
ples, propoſed to paſs through Venice, and from thence, 
as before concerted, to Hamburgh. Alt.ough thts A 
plan appeared to be well formed, and ſee me. likely | 
enough to ſucceed ; yet it pleaſe l God to difappoint 
our expectations; for we had failed but a few leagues 
from Salerno, when à moſt tremendous gale. of wind 
drove us notwithſtanding our moſt vigoraus exertions, 
on the Li ari iſles, where we ſuſtained conſiderable loſs 
and damage: This, however, was but a prelude to 
greater misfortunes. Our ſhip's rudder was carried 
away, and every moyeable on boar, except our wear- 
ing: apparel, a ſmall quantity of proviſion, and an | 
anchor of water, were, thrown-oycrbcard in order to 
lighten the veſſel. Unable to guide without arudder, 
and the gale continuing, we were daſhed through the 
fſtreights of Meſſina with inconceivable rapidity : Deſ- 
pair was depicted in every countenance, and certain 
| I 4 it is, that not one of the company had the moſt diſtant 
expecdation of ſurviving the florm. A new and net 
© leſs terrifying proſ;e ſoon preſented itſelf: The ir- 
reſiſtible fury of the current ſoon diſgorged us into 
the Mediterranean. | 


The horror of our ſituation beggars deſcrip tion 
To the complicated diſtreſs I have already mentioned, 
diſeaſe attached itſelf; our little previſ.cn Leing rearly 
_ exhavſled, particularly water, the ſailors, all Italians, 


24. YORTUNE?' FOOT-BALT. 


fell ſick, ſo that it was with the utmoſt difficulty we 
Preſerved the veſſel from ſinking, two days and two 
nights; and Iam very ſure we could not have kept 
her above water three hours longer ; but, thanks 
to Heaven, when we were on the point of giving all 
up fox loſt, captain Wilcox was ſent to our relief. 
SI 'The moſt exhalted benevolence diſplayed itſelf 
in the treatment we received frora captain Wil- 
cox, until fortune t hrew us into the hands of the 
Pirates, which was on the third day after we forſook 
the wreck. | | | 


*. 


As you have had an opportunity of converſing 
with the Captain, I preſume; he has informed you of 
the - particulars of our being captured, and the treat- 
ment we have received ſince. We have made appli- 
cation to the commander at Gibraltar for relief which 
we are in hopes will arrive here ſhortly. 


« Thus I have given you a ſuccin account of our 
adventures, ſince we parted, and do aſſure you, that 
metting with you, though in this wretched ſituation, 
ſenſibly diminiſhes the weight of my miſery, and has 
in a gfeat meaſure obliterated the melancholy reflec- 
tions which has preyed on my mind, ever ſince we 
had the misfortune to fall into che hands of thoſe in- 
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Mercutio then briefly recited the propoſals of cap- 
tain Wilcox, adding, that he yet entertained hopes 
of regaining his liberty. They were highly pleaſed 
with it, and very readily agreed to become ſharers in 
the enterprize. 


Sleep at length arreſted their eyelids, and put an 
end to their conſultation for that time. Several Cays, 
nay weeks, elapſed but neither news* nor relief ar- 
rived from Gibraltar, and but one very ſhort interview 
with the boy could be procured by Wilcox. Howe- 
ver in that, ſhort as it was, he was convinced of the 
lads integrity, who though young, was the very ſoul 


of the plan. 
* 


Fortune, at length, vouchſafed to dart her efulgent 
beams on them. One day as the Eunuchs were re- 
galing themſelves, after having iſſued to the unfortu- 
nate ſlaves, the ſcanty pittance which was appointed 
for their daily ſupport, the boy arcived with a meſ- 
ſage frgm Mirza to the chief of them, which, 
wh en he had communicated, he haſted to the quarry, 
where the ſlaves were taking a little nouriſhment, if 
ſuch it might be called. He informed Wilcox (a 
part) in a very few words, that the Renegado had, 
that very morning, ſet ſail with a deſign of cruiling 
olf Malta, in order te intercept a Malteſe ſhip, which 
he had certain information was to leave Cephalonia 
within two, or at the moſt three days, with a very 
raluable cargo, which he was determined to poſleſs 
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Kimfelf-of, or periſh in the attempt. The particular 
nige was appointed for the execution of their plan; 
the boy was to place himſelf at a convenient diſtance, 
ſo that if the firſt art of tie plan ſhould ſacceed, he 
might be in readineſs to conduct them to Mirza's; 
if not, that he might retreat alone, without danger of 
diſcovery or even ſuſpicion. 


Zo far, then, matters were laid in a proper train, 
and wore a favorable aſpecl.— The boy departe i, un- 
perceived by the Eunuchs; and our captives having 
in ſome meaſure afluage] their hunger, renewed tkeir 
application to labor: The remainder of that day, 
their drivers apreared to have relaxed ſomewhat of 
their Jormer vigilance anddeverity evening a} le 
hope fille] their ſoulsg an! every 1 Ene! to 
augur ſucceſs. 5 


We will leave thoſe captives in the quarry, and 
folow Mirza, who had left Candia - ſeveral leagues 
behind, reſolutely determined to ſacrifice every man 
on board the ſhip Le was in queſt of, to his revenge 
which was identically the ſame ſhip's crew winch 
had ſotmerly reſcue} that in which Mercutio leſt 


Leghorn. 


Aſter cruiſing ſeveral lays, Mirza was centinval- 
ly on the watch, perceive] the Malteſe heave in fight : 
He was but juſt vitble wken he fill ef ted her, ec n- 
ſequeni IV be had time make. the nec arrange · 
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ments. He loſt no time, but inſtantly gave orders to 
prepare for an engagement; ſwearing, at the ſame 
time, by Mahomet that he would ſend the damned 
Malteſe to hell, or go there himſelf, before the ſetting 
of the ſun. : | 


= - 


'The Malteſe commander, ſoon recollected his adver- 
ſary, and made immediate preparation for the enſuing 
conflict: In the mean time, the diſtance between them 
diminiſhed rapidly. 

No ſooner had they got within hearing, than the 
Renegado ſaluted the Malteſe, with an order to ſtrike 
his colours; in anſwer to which he received a well 
Pointed broadſide, which damaged the Galley very 
much, both in hull and rigging, but did no other exe- 
cution. This did but exaſperate the Pirate the more, 
he again repeated his oath, of ſacrificing every man 
on board, and to that end, made a vigorous attempt 
to board, in order to impreſs them with terror; but 
in this they were deceived ; far the Malteſe having 
brought fix guns to bear upon the Galley in an oblique 
direction, loaded with grape, diſcharged them ſo ad- 
vantageouſly as to kill five Turks, beſides Mirza, 
who, in a violent rage, was giving orders to grap- 
ple the ſhip. 


This laſt diſcharge put an end to the conflict, the 
crew on board the Galley, conſiſting of only five 'Turks 
and ſeven Chriſtians, which laſt were chained to the 
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car, they let her drop aſtern; the Turks finding to 


their coſt, they were over -· matched, exerted their ut- 


moſt ſpeed to eſcape the Malteſe, who being deeply 
laden and not in a capacity to give them chace, bore 
away for Malta, and were ſoon out of fight and hearing 
of the Pirates. 


Three of the Turks remaining on board the Galley 
were officers, and had followed the fortunes of Mirza 
from the time of his renunciation; and now each in- 
tended, ſecretly, to ſeize upon the eſſecis of their late 
co-partner in guilt, as a matter of right. They were 
therefore unanimous in ſteering towards Candia, ac- 
eordingly taking every poſſible advantage of wind and 
water, they arrived in their old port on that very 
evening, which our herces had appointed to make 
a vigorous effort to regain their freedom. 


Having mooned the Galley, one of the three Turks 


aforementioned, ſuſpecting, perhaps, his own ability 
to ſecure to himſelf the whole of the plunder, and 


that, if his rivals ſhould unite to oppoſe him, they 
might deprive him of any ſhare, and perhaps of life, 
propoſed either a joint partnerſhip or an equal divi- 
fiorr of the whole. This propoſal was rejected witli 
eontempt by the other two : Each claimed an ex- 
eluſive right to the diſpoſal of the property. Some 
altercation enſuing, a rencontre took place, to which 


two of the parties attacked the third, who did not 


inch a ſtep, but dealt his favors ſo liberally that 
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in two minutes he diſpatched one of his antagoniſts, 
and mortally wounded the other; who in the ſame 
' inſtant ſplit his head to the chin, with his ſabre, and 
both fell together, 


We will turn our eyes from this horrid ſcene, in 
order to diſcover the movements of Mercutio and his 
friends. At the uſual hour, the ſlaves were conduct- 
ed to their place of confinement by their keepers, who 
were fix in number : 'Their company had been that 
day conſiderably - diminiſhed, a party of nine {laves 
and five Eunuchs having gone to a mountain about 
nine miles diſtant, to prepare timber for ſawing, and 
was not to return for ſeveral days. 'There was but 
one of the captives left at the quarry, who had been 
taken beſore captain Wilcox, he had been fixteem 
months in captivity, his name was Fitzgerald, a na- 
tive of Kilkanny. 


Our young adventurers, though they intended to 
admit all their Chriſtian brethren, to participate with 
them in the ſucceſs of the intended expedition, yet, 
they had prudently concealed their intentions from 
all but the boy. In the courſe of the laſt afternoor, 
however, they concluded it moſt expedient to feel the 
pulſe of Fitzgerald, and if they found him either timid 
or averſe to the attempt, to let it remain a ſecret, until 
the critical moment; but if, as they expected, his 
wiſhes were congenial with their own, te develope the 
whole plan, and hold themſelves in readineſs for action. 
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They found, on examination, that Mr. Fitzgerald 
had long panted for ſuch an opportunity, and when ke 
began to perceive the drift of their converſation, the 
ardency of his entreaties for a full explanation of their 
intentions, and the avidity with which he caught every 
ſyllable they pronounced, left them no doubt of the 
propriety of communicating the whole buſineſs without 
reſerve. 
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Fitzgerald was in raptures, and already anticipated 
the ſweets of that liberty of which ke had been ſo long 
and painfully deprived. 


Having reſolved on the time and mode of attack, 
they anxiouſly waited the arrival of the moment in 
which they were determined to free themſelves from the 
power of the infidels or ſacrifice their lives in the at - 
temyt. 


It was dark when they were commanded to aſcend 
the rope ladder ; they had each concealed a ſhort wood- 
en truncheon between the canvaſs frock and the ſkin ; 
Wilcox advancing to the foot of the ladcer, on each 
fide of which ſtood a Eunuch. 


'This was the critical moment! Wilcox, at one 
firoke, felled the one on his right, at the ſame inſtant, 
exclaiming, „God ſpeed us!” which was the ſignal 
for the onſet—he attacked the other; in a quarter of a ; 
minute the {ix Eunuchs were prefirated. The ſhock M 
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was ſo ſudden, and the ſtroke, ſo well directed, that 
reſiſtance was impoſſible. They immediately cut the 
rope ladder into convenient lengths, and, taking die 
ſtrands apart, bound them ſecurely two and two toge- 
ther. 'They then raiſed them up and compelled them 
to march to their lodging with threats of immediate 
death if they preſumed to utter a word; then putting 
them in, they locked the door ſecurely, left them to their 
private cogitations, and departed in queſt of the boy, 
whom they found waiting, according to appointment. 


So far then their ſucceſs equalled their moſt ſanguine 
expectations. There was no time to loſe, they there- 
fore preſſed forward with all poſhible ſpeed, to the dwel - 
ling houſe of Mirza. 8 


Having gained admiſhon by means of the boy, they 
ruſhed upon the old Eunuch, bound antl gragged him, 


and locked him up in a cloſet. 


The boy then condudted them to an apartment, 


which it ſeems, was the grand depot, or magazine, of 
thoſe Pirates. Here they found all Kinds of clothing, 
fire · arms, &c. together with a ſtrong iron cheſt ſull of 
money; and as every one preſent had been robbed of 
more or leſs by the owner of the cheſt, they thought it 
no felony to break open and divide the contents of it 
among them, which they immediately did, giving the 
boy an equal diy idend. 


D 2 


$2 FORTUNES FOOTBRALYC. 


| Having ſupplied themſelves with arms, and money, 
they valued themſelves on the acquiſition, and began to 
tmink they were in a tolerable poſture of defence. 


But notwithſtanding the promiſing ſtate of their af: 
fairs, they remembered they were yet within the lines 
of the enemy, conſequently in a critical and dangerous 
| predicament ; therefore wiſely reſolved to ſhy no lon- 
ger there than was abſolutely neceſſary. As they were 
leaving this apartment, Captain Wilcox obſerving a 
rich Turkiſh habit, which Mirza uſually wore when 
on ſhore, took it down and folded it up, with a tur- 
ban, decorated with gems of great value, ſaying, 
© Though I do make free to take theſe things without 
leave, I hope the gentleman who claims them, will 
excuſe me, when he reflects, that he has property of 
mine, in his own hands to a much greater amount: 
At all events, I will riſque his diſpleaſure, as I expect 
to have particular occaſion for ſuch a kabit in the courſe 
of my peregrination. Their young guide then led them 
into a ſort of ware-houſe, where hung all kinds of dried 
proviſions and fruits. Among other curioſities, he 
ſhowed them a pipe of excellent Malaga, with which, 
notwithſtanding the precepts of Mahomet and the in- 
junctions of the Mufti, Mirza regaled himſelf privately. 
They drank a little of his prohibited beverage, and, 
every one taking as much of the proviſions as he was 
able to carry, they ſet out for the water ſide where 
they arrived without any oppoſition or interruption, - 


* 
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; Nothing could exceed their aftoniſhment, when, at 
te diftance of about three hundred yards, they per- 
# ceived the identical Gally in which the Renegado had 
failed, but a ſhort time before. | 


This diſcovery threw them into the utmoſt conſter- 
nation. They ſtopped ſuddenly, and as their affairs 
ſeemed to wear a deſperate aſpect, conſulted for a few 
minutes on the great hazard they were expoſed to in 
cafe they ſhould unfortunately be difcovered : The re- 
fult was, to embark at all events, and if diſcovered and 
attacked by their enemies never to ſurrender themſelves z 
but conquer the infidels or periſh under the cimeter. 

They embarked immediately. 

The moon ſhone in its full ſplendor, and, in the 
moſt profound filence, and with all imaginable feed, 
they began to unmoor the Galley. They perceived 
by the light of the moon, ſeveral perſons go on ſhe re 
from the other Galley, and ſhape their courſe for Mir- 
za's houſe. The boy ſaid he was certain that ſome- 
thing ſtrange had happenel on board the Galley, as 
Mirza never remained on board after the Galley was 
moored ; nor ſuffered his officers or ſlaves to go on + 
ſhore, till ſhe was unloaded, and added, that he was 
not among them who had juſt left the Galley. 


Their curiofity to know what might have happened 
was too powerful to be relifted, yet knew not how t 
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procure any information. Some were of opinion, that 
their ſafety depended on putting to ſea inſtantly, but the 
greater part objected, alledging, that if in moving 
from the ſhore, they ſhould be obſerved by thoſe on 
board the other Galley, a vigorous purſuit would ine- 
vitably enſue, and as the Pirates were more in number, 
and better prepared for an engagement than they, death 
and deſtruction muſt be the unavoidable conſequence. 


The boy propoſed going on board the other Galley, 

and ſee how matters ſtoo:!, obſerving, that as he was 
perfeAly acquainted with the whole crew, he could 
eaſily invent a ſtory to amaze them and in the mean 
time, inform himſelf of all he wanted to know. This 
propoſal, however, was on the point of being rejected 
for ſome time. It was urged that perhaps Mirza might, 
notwithflanding his former cuſtom of going on ſhore 
immediately on his arrival, remain on board, if fo, 
and he ſhould diſcover the boy, he would doubtleſs 
queſtion him, and finally extort the whole ſecret from 
him; and that, having him in his power, he might 
diſpoſe his meaſures ſo as to defeat their whole plan 
with greater facility than he poſſibly could, was he to 
diſcover them juſt as they were leaving the ſhore. 


All theſe conſultations were held and the conſequen- 
tial reſolutions taken in a very few minutes, 


At length it was agreed to let the boy go, to hold 
gyery thing in reacineſs to flart iy a moment, and, if 
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che boy did not returnꝭin a quarter of an hour, to put 
to ſea and make the beſt of their way to ſome part of the 
main land, where peradventure they might be able to 
elude the vigilance of their purſuers. 

The boy returned, within the time limited, bringing 
with him all the Chriſtian ſlaves that were in Mirza's 
Galley. „Good news! Good news!” exclaimed the 
boy“ Mirza is dead The ſhip he went in purſuit of, 
was well manne l repulſed them braveiy—killed Mir- 
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Galley, glad to eſcape with their lives.” 


predominated ; Certain it is, the meſſage was the moſt 
welcome that had ſaluted their ears for a long time. 
They interrogated the ſlaves who had been releaſed 
by the boy, and their ſtory exaclly corroborated with 


proved to be, all but one, Captain Wilcox's ſailors; 
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they were overjoyed to find their Captain in the com- 
pany : They alſo further informed him, that the Gal- 
ley was ſo much damaged in the late engagement, that 
it would require much time and labour, before ſhe 
could poſſibly put to ſea again. 


Being now aſſured of the death of Mirza, an of the 
impoſſibility of being purſued, if any of his adherents 
ſhould attempt it, their being no craft to be had within 
many miles, they reſolved to ſail inſtantly. They im- 


— 


za and four of his Turks: The reſt brought off the 


- 


It is difficult to tell whether their joy or aſtoniſhment 


what they had already heard. Theſe poor fellows 
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mediately caſt off their moorings and committing them- 

ſelves to the protection of the Supreme Being, hoiſted 

ſall and put io fea. A fine breeze ſpringing up, and 

| the veſſel being a tolerable ſailer and in good trim, they 

k made a proſperous and very expeditious trip to Anti- 
och, 


{ On their paſſage, they concluded, that Captain 
| Wilcox, as he ſpoke the Arabic language fluently, 
ſhould go firſt on ſhore in his Turkiſh habit, with the 
boy to attend him, and endeavour to diſpole of the 
Galley. This refolution being taken, he went on ſhore 

early on the next morning after their arrival, and ac- 
quitted himſelf ſo well, that before night he diſpoſed of 
the veſſel to a merchant, for three thouſand five hun- 
dred crowns. 


The next day, the merchant went on beard,.cxamin- 
ed his bargain, ſeemed very well pleaſed, and paid the 
money to Captain Wilcox, who gave him poſſeſſion of 
the Galley, rigging, &c. | 


They made no ſtay in Antioch but proceeded im- 
mediately to Alleppo, from whence a Caravan was to 
ſet out in two days for Bagdat. 
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They remained four days in Bagdat, from whence 
they proceeded to Iſpahan, where they divided the price 
of the Galley, equally among the whole company. 


7 
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lere they procured private lodgings, but the impa · 
tience of Captain Wilcox to ſee his father and other 
1 friends would not permit him to remain longer than 
i five days in Iſpahan. Mr. Fitzgerald determined to- 
12 accompany the Captain as far as Ardevil on his route 
to Peterſburgh, where he had ſeveral friends, they 
therefore took an allectionate farewel of Mercutio and 
his friends, and proceeded towards Aſtracan, taking the 
F boy, by his own defire, with them. 


Mercutio, Charles and Auguſtus began, once more, 
to breathe freely; and though their anxiety to return to 
their deareſt connections and native country, was ex- 
ceeding great, yet, as they had ſo long endured the 
7 moſt humiliating and painful ſlavery, and were now re- 
5 ſtored to new life, as it were, and liberty, they deter- 
| 1 mined to ſpend one month in Perſia, in order to recruit 
4 their wafted itrength, and to make ſome obſervations: 
| 5 on the cuſtoms and genius of the natives. In order to 
mis, they procured each a complete Perſian habit, and 
reſolved to live as privately as-poſſble. 
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They had been near three weeks in Iſpahan, had vi- 
fited every place of amuſement, and had ſeen every thing 
ZZ worthy of the attention or obſervation of the curious, 
Ui when they were informed that the Sophi, intended to 


review his cavalry on a beautiful plain at the diſtance of 
b ſeven miles from the Cit ty. 


They reſolved to-indulge themſelves with a ſight of 
the Perſian monarch, whom yet they had not ſeen, and 


ne wiſe the evolutions of his cavalry, whoſe dexterity 


a ſhilling, when on full ſpeed, at the diſtance of thirty 
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they had frequently heard applauded. 


Horſes were procured, and they ſet out early in the 
day, in order to have an opportunity of chooſing a con- 
venient ſituation : This done, they diſmounted and | 
waited the arrival of the cavalcade. 


In a ſhort time, the approach of the Sophi was an- 
nounced, by a ſucceſſion of ſhouts, the echoes of 1 
which reverberated from the neighbouring mountains, | 
reſembled the ſound of diſtant thunder. 


Under a cloud of duſt which overſpread the whole 


” . 


plain, at length, appeared in the front of a vaſt body 
of horſe, his majeſty, mounted on a beautiful Arabian, 
and his ſon Abbaſs, preſumotive heir to the Perſian 
diadem, on his left, a youth of about ſiſteen. 
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Our hero and his friends were highly gratified with 
the performance of the cavalry, for though their ma- 
nœuvres are quite diderent from thoſe of the Engliſh 
horſe, it muſt be conſeſſe], the Perſians are amazingly 
expert at throwing the Jance, as it is no uncommon 
thing to ſee them ſtick a lance into a mark as ſmall as 


yards. 


The ſun ſhone clear, and the arms and accoutre- 
ments of the men, as well as the furniture of the horſes, 
refleged its rays with encreaſed luſtre, 


* - BR | 
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The young prince rode a horſe young and ſkittiſh, 
5 4 the ſudden motion of the cavalry, in drawing their 
1 | {words in oppoſition to the rays of the ſun, produced 
an inſtantaneous ſtream of light, ſimilar to a flaſh of 

lightning, which ſo affrighted the horſe, that he darted 
away with his utmoſt ſpeed, towards a ſmall, though 
deep and rapid ſtream called Zenderhend; the prince 
unable to check his career, was, in the greateſt appre · 


® henſion of danger, borne away at an amazing rate. 


- * 
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It happened, fortunately, that Mercutio and his 
| company, being well mounted, took a ſhort cut, in or- 
der if poſhble to intercept the paſſage of the aflrighted 
| beaſt, to the river. The prince called aloud for help, 
> being then within a few perches of the ſtream when 
21 Charles and Auguſtus threw themſelves between him 
and it, while Mercutio undauntedly ſpurring his horſe, 
ſeized che princes bridle, gently curbed and turned. the 
foaming courſer. | 


The whole body was in motion, and advancing ra- 
pidly to the ſpot, where Charles and Auguſtus were aſ- 
biting the young prince to diſmount, who was by that 
tine faint and almoft breathleſs. 5 | 


They had juſt placed him under a tuft of trees, when 


wk | they were ſurrounded by the whole company. The 


Sophi diſmounted inſtantly, and, giving his horſe to an 

attendant, fle w to his ſon, and taking his hand aſſection- 

ately enquired if he had received any hurt. Being ſa» 
E VoL, II. 
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tisfied of his ſon's ſafety, he turned to Mercutio, and 
in the Arabic language ſaid, “ My gear friends, I 
c have not the happineſs of an acquaintance with the 
ec names, perſons or quality of the generous preſervers 
« of my ſon; but thanks to the immortal Alla, I have 
* it in my power to reward their noble actions. You 
« will thereſore accompany us to our palace, where 


ec you ſhall experience a ſpecimen of our ſindere grati- 
<« tude.” 


They gave their aſſent by the moſt profound obei- 
ſance. The prince being remounted, they ſet forward 


towards the city amidſt the repeated acclamations of 
; . * 
the ſurrounding multitude. 


The beams of gratitude which darted alternately on 


Mercutio, Charles and Auguſtus, from the fine expreſ- 


ſive eyes of Abbaſs, were moſt flattering: He would 
not be ſeperated from them; but rode between Charles 
and Mercutio to the gates of the palace. 


The welcome they received from Kerim Khan, the 
Sophi, was ſuch as would have flattered the greateſt 


potentates; at the ſame time, it was the ſpontaneous 


production of a grateful and benevolent heart. My FR N 
« worthy friends,” ſaid he, © I have one requeſt to 5 
* make, and that is, that while you are under our roof, W | 
« you will diveſt yourſelves of every reſtraint, expreſs * 


« your ſentiments freely, openly and candidly; with- $ | 
* out this, converſ ation loſes all its energy, and be- 
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© comes languid, cold and infipi1.” But the uncom- 
mon attentions of young Abbaſs exceels defcription z 
the activity of his new friends; his miraculous preſer- 
vation, and his own acknowledgments, was the only 
theme he wiſhed to dwell on; and when his diſcourſe 
on this ſubject was interrupted, his eyes tacitly expreſſ- 
ed the ardour af his feelings. | 


'The Sophi, at firſt ſuppoſed them Perſians ; but, 
perceiving his error, he deſired to be informed of their 
names, country, and profeſhons, whether naval, mili- 


% 


- tary or commercial. Mercutio then briefly related 


* 1 
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their adventures, as they have been in the foregoing 


pages. 


Kerim liſtened to the tale with aſtoniſhment ; res 
gretted their lofſes ; ſympathized in their misfortunes, 
and rejoiced in their eſcape. He expreſſed, in the 
moſt animated terms, his ſatisfaction in the diſcovery of 
their being natives of Kngland. I have long had the 
«© moſt ardent delire to cultivate an acquaintance with 
6 his Brittanic majeſty. IT am convinced that a com- 
* mercial correſpondence might be carried on very ad- 
« rantageouſly by the way of Rufſia; but the Em- 
* preſs is jealous of the power of your countrymen, 
* an{ is afraid if they once get {c ting on the Caſpian 
© {hore, the navigation of that fea will be monopolized 
© by them; and her commercial intereſts in this part of 
the worl totally extinguiſhed. Was this not the caſe, 
«1 ſhonl be happy to open a communication with 
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c England which I am ſatisfied would be to our mutual 
cc advantage; however, it is not impoſſible that theſe 
ec matters may be MECFE about in the courſe of a few 
ce years. ' 


He then alike 1 ſeveral queſtions concerning the con- 
ſtitution, laws, &c. of England; the anfwers to which, 
made by Mercutio, were ſo perſpicuous and ſatisfactory, 
that Abbaſs, as well as his father, was both delighted 
and furpriſed. 


They were ſummoned to dinner, which conſiſted of 
the moſt choice viands, ſweet-meats, milk, rice, &c. 
after which they retired to the magnificent gardens of 
the palace, which are variouſly an bea utifully difpol- 
ed, as well as very extenſive. 


Here the Sophi gave a looſe to unreſtrained conver- 
fation, in the courſe of which, he requeſted them to 
give him a deſcription of the ſtanding forces of Great- 
Britain, naval and military, together with the general 
character of the natives. 


In compliance with this requeſt, Charles gave him a 


the mode of diſcipline at ſea and in action; the number 
of ſhips then in actual ſervice together with the number 


n 4424 = - 


very particular deſcription of the naval eſtabliſhment ; 


of guns, weight of metal, and number of men in each. 


«4, « 
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The military laws, cuſtoms and manœuvres were 
next copiouſly treated of by Auguſtus, who, by a dili- 
gent application, had acquired the moſt perſect know- 
ledge of tactics. 


Kerim expreſſed the utmoſt aſtoniſhment at the power 
of Great-Britain : He was perfectly amazed, that ſo 
ſnall a nation ſhould ſupport ſuch a formidable naval 
force, when the whole Perſian empire could not aftord 


twelve ſhips. 


Night approaching, Mercutio intimated to his 
ſriends, that it was time for them to withdraw, the So- 
phi oppoſed this warmly. „If, (ſaid lie) it is con- 
venient and agreeable to you, to make this your place 
of reſidence during your ſtay in Iſpahan, it will aftord 
mee a ſuperior degree of ſatisſaction: J have experienced 
more real pleaſure in your company this day, than I 
ever had before. . I beg you will not refuſe me; there 
are a number of ſubjecis on which I wiſh to ciſcourſe 
with you; many things. of which I woul. gla ly be in- 
F forme1, and if I miſs this opportunity, it is more than 
BW probable, I may never meet ſuch another, 


: 
4 


They bowed conſent, and thanked him for the ho- 
nour he intended them. 


The Sophi coniuQed them to a grand ſaloon, illu- 
minated with waren tapers, they were ſeate on 
floor which was covered with carpets of the fuf 147+ 
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niſicence. A grand collation being ſerved up, they re- 
galed themſelves ſumptuouſly; in the mean time, they 
were highly entertained by a concert of vocal and in- 
ſtrumental muſic, performed entirely by females, from 
whom they were ſeperated by a curtain of green ſilk 
only. 


This unexpected entertainment, afforded our Euro- 
pean friends the higheſt ſatisfaction, which they ſignĩ- 
fied to the Sophi, who obligingly anſwered, I wiſh 
it was in my power to make every moment of your 
ſtay in Perſia yield you freſh delight! But come,” 
added he, addreſſing Mercutio, “ it is yet early, you 
have not forgotten my requeſt, I am impatient to be 
part cularly informed of the general character of your 
countrymen, their manners and cuſtoms in private life.“ 


Our hero complied, an] fo animated was his deſorip- 


tion, and ſo pertinent his remarks, that the Sophi was 
delighted almoſt to enthuſiaſm : He declared, that if 
they would conſent to remain in Perſia, he would pro- 
mote them to poſts of the ſecond dignity in the Em- 
pire. To this they made no anſwer, but by an incli- 
nation of the head. The proper time for retirement 
being come, theſe youths, who, but a few days paſt, 


where conducted to a bed of ſhavings, and locked up 


in a den, dark and noiſome, were now conducted in 
a reſpeQful manner, to one of the moſt ſuperb apart- 
wents in a palace. 
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Let no man deſrond ;' for there is no caſe ſo deſpe- 
rate, on this ſide eternity, but a parrallel may readily 
be found ; but ſuppoſing one in which this might be 
found impoſſible, fill, deſpondency is unavailing, im- 
pious to the laſt degree, unjuſtifiable, and unmanly : 
Many have precipitate! themſelves into the jaws of 
death, when five minutes reflection would Save pre- 
vented the raſh deed : In the very point of time, per- 
haps when their affairs ha! taken the moſt proſperous 
direction. That power in whoſe hands are the iſſues of 
life and death, will not j ermit a rational being, who 
confidentially depends on his aſf:ſtance, to {ink under 
his miſeries, however great or numerous: Mercutio in 
the greateſt of his troubles (and they were not trifling) 

never quitted the graſp he had taken on hope. 


The next day they were preſent at a grand levee of 
the Perſian nobility; among theſe, were three governors 
of provinces, with grand retinues : They here diſco- 
vered that ſycophantic adulation, and abjet fawning 
was not confined to the Engliſh court; much of this 
kind of artillery was diſcharged, by theſe turban'd de- 
pencents, not only at the Sophi but at the heir appa- 
-rent. | 


This diſguſting parade concluded, and the crowd 
withdrawn, the Sophi with his ſon and ſelect friends 
retired to the ſaloon to dine. 
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After dinner, * you ſee my friends,” ſaid the mo- 
rarch, « the pomp and {lavery of a prince. It is my 
with and intention to render my ſubjects, of every de- 
ſcription, as happy as their ſituations and circumſtances 
will poſhbly admit; I am particularly careful in my 
choice of governors, and officers of every department 
I endeavour by mildneſs and benevolence to ſhow them 
the line of conduct I would have them purſue towards 
the lower orders of my people, and though I endeavour 
by all means to inſpire thoſe about me with frankneſs 
and ſincerity ; yet I always perceive in their behaviour 
and converſation a conſtrained imitation of fincerity 
only; their ſpeeches are all ſtudied, are all calculated 
to flatter the ear, and miſlead the judgment: They do 
not ſpeak the language of the heart : I perceive and 
deſpiſe their meanneſs ; yet I am condenmel to liften 
to adulation, which my ſenſe can never approve. One 
principal reaſon of my anxiety to retain you in Perſia is 
this, I would fain ſpend my vacant hours in the com- 
pany of a few ſelect friends, who would untold the re- 
al ſentiments of their hearts, on all occalions, with- 
out reſerve. With ſuch friends, I ſhould enjoy all that 
ſatisfaQion of which my ſubjeQs ſuppoſe me fully pol- 
ſeſſed. Frequent converſe with perſons of this deſcrip- 
tion would aſſord a moſt comfortable relaxation to my 
mind ; would give a reliſh to thoſe avocations which 
now appear teclious to me: I ſhould then be indeed 
as cheerſul as I ſometimes only appear to be. 
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ce My ſon Abbaſs is very deſirous to acquire a know- 
ledge of the Engliſh language, and conſiders it as no 
very difficult taſk, if you, ſaid he to Mercutio, would 
undertake to be his preceptor for ſome time, which, 
as you ſpeak the Arabic fluently, would to you be no 
diſagreeable employment; for J am ſure he eſteems you 
very highly, and will follow your directions implicitly. 


ce The European mode of military diſcipline I have 
often heard of, but ever ſince I heard its principles fo 
clearly explained by you, have had a deſire to intro- 
duce it in my army; now you, (turning to Auguſtus,) 
being ſo completely verſed in the whole art, together 
with its fundamental principles, are the only perſon 
who could aſſiſt me in carrying this into execution. 


<c Tf I could prevail on you to remain with me ſome 
time longer, ſuppoſe two months, I tlunk in that time, 
my plan will be in a flate of tolerable forwardneſs, and 
the time ſo ſpent will conduce more to my happinefs 
than any period of my paſt life.“ | 


After the moſt ſolicitous enquiry for each others 
ſentiments, by the paſſage of the eye, Mercutio, hav - 
ing made the neceſſary diſcovery, replied, „ Beſt of 
princes, it is a long time ſince I parted with my dear- 
eſt friends and relatives, the greater part of which 
time I have been perſecuted by fortune—1riven by 
reiterated difaſters into every quarter of the globe, and 
am ſtill liable to fall into the hands of ſome of the pow- 
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ers actually at war with Great-Britain z to avoid which 
was our principal deſign in paſſing through the Rufhan 
territories, which muſt greatly retard us in our return, 
as well as prolong the time of our abſence from thoſe 
whom we love and venerate. 'The ardency of our 
wiſhes to return to our native ſoil, to embrace thoſe 
dear relatives, your majeſty will readily agree, muſt be 
extreme; notwithſtanding the cogency of thoſe reaſons 
for our moſt prompt exertions to acclerate our return to 
England, I perceive, by the countenances of my 
friends, and my own feelings, that you have gaine ! 
your point.” Charles and Auguſtus confirmed his 
Judgment. Nothing could have exceeded the ſatisfac- 
tion of the Sophi on this occaſion. 4 My dear 
frien!s,” ſaid he, my heart diſtended with gratituce, 
for paſt favors, now overflows. To offer, or even to 
conceive a return equal to your unmerited generoſity, 
infinitely exceeds my power: My utmoſt endeavours, 
however, ſhall not be wanting, and my inability, I 
truſt, will meet an excuſe. Abbaſs ſhall be your 
friend: He loves you already with the fondneſs of a 
krother ; and if the Perſian Empire contains any thing 
worthy of your acceptance, only pcint it out, and I 


will ſhow you how much Kerim eſteems you, by 
the freedom of the grant; and the pleaſure he will take 
in having it in his power to diſcharge a part of the obli- 


gations your kindneſs has Jail him under.“ Our hero | 
aſſured the Sophi, that they conſidered ihe honors he hac $1 
1 conferred on him and his friends, much more than ade- | 5 
quate to any ſervices they had or could render him. 
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Some diſpatches arriving, . Interrupted their mutual ac- 
knowledgments. 
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Thus our young friends whoſe affairs, but a very 
ſhort time paſt, were-moſt deſperate, and preſented 
not even the moſt faint and diſtant proſpect of alteration 
or amendment, were in an exalted degree of favour, 


and cloſeſt habits of frieniſhip with a great and amia- 


ble prince; and heli in the higheſt degree of eſteem by 


all his nobles. Thus it is that Providence heaps, by 
ſudden and almoſt imperce..tible tranſitions, unfore- 
ſeen, unexpetted, and undeſerved bleſſings on man- 
kind, even when every ray of hope is extinguiſhed, and 
after the fell uſurper, deſi.air, has eſtabliſhed an abſo- 
lute ſway over the empire of the ſouk This reflection 
conveys an inſtructive admonition to ſuch as are, ei- 
ther by conſtitution or habit, moſt liable to flinch from 
the ſtroke of adverſity, and to bend under the weight 
of misfortunes which are uvavoilable, and which are, 
more or leſs, ſooner or later, in one ſhaj e or another, 
the inevitable entail of the human family, to place an 
unbounded affiance in that Omnipotent Being, whoſe 
Almighty will direqs and governs the great and im- 
mutable ſorings of life and motion; for as no ſituation, 
however obſcure, is capable cf ſecluding us from ob- 
ſervation ; no caution on our part, however nice, can 
evade his penetration, not even for a moment; nor a 
poſhbility of any ſcheme of Provi lence being counter- 
acted, or rendered abortive by the moſt ſuitable con- 
trivances of man; therefore, our intereſt as well as 
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duty is to repoſe an unlimited confidence in him, whe 
never withholds his interpoſition and favour, on every 
proper occaſion. Deſpondeney argues a degenerate 
mind. He who doubts, tacitly arraigns the juſtice and 
mercy, or wiſdom and power of God. But to return: 


Our hero entered on his new occupation the very 
next day, as alſo did Charles and Auguſtus. As 
Charles had but an imperfect knowledge of the military 
diſcipline, it was neceſſary he ſhould become the firſt 
of Auguſtus's pupils, in order to attain ſuch a profici- 
ency as would qualiſy him to afhſt his friend. Accord- 
ingly, in a very few days they were ready for buſineſs. 
They then formed a ſmall corps, compoſed of the 
commanding officers of the ſeveral regiments,which, by 
the Sultan's deviſe, were to be immediately diſciplined. 
This being accorrpliſkee, ſimilar ſquads were formed 
of the ſubalterns, who took ſo much delight in the ma- 
ncuvres, and fo highly efteemed their teachers, that 
in a very ſhort ſpace they were fully capable of forming 
their reſpectire companies, which was immediately un- 


dertaken. 


'The Sophi conſtantly attended at the performance of 
their exerciſes, and expreſſed his approbation in terme, 
which at the ſame time that they indicated the higlieſt 
ſatisfaction, aftorded the moſt complete gratification to 
both tutors and pupils, and encouraged them to proſe- 
cute their labours with unremitting diligence and de- 
light: The officers were no leſs diligent than the So- 
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phi, which was a ſource of pleafure to Charles and 
Auguſtus. 


If Kerim was elated at the vaſt progreſs of his of- 
ficers in the Furopean exerciſe, the ſuperior ſatisfaftion 
he enjoyed in the proficiency of his ſon, in pronouncing 
Engliſh, which by this time he did with a degree of cor- 
rectneſs really aſtoniſhing, may readily be conceived, 
The Sorhi requeſted his European friends to diſcourſe 


| with Abbaſs in no other language thenceforward. 


The Perſian commanders having new molelled their 
ſeveral regiments, four hours each day was ſpent in 
manceuvring the troops, for near two months; this 


being always performe] under the immediate eye of 


the Sophi, and the moſt ſcrupulous ſuperintendance of 


Charles and Auguſtus; they went through the various 


evolutions with all the exactneſs and dexterity of ve- 
terans. In the mean time, Mercutio and his pupil 


were not idle: Abbaſs pronounced Engliſh with an 


uncommon degree of accuracy, ani expreſſed the moſt 
ardent deſire to be farther inftireaed : Even ſo far as to 
real an] write it. The Sophi being exceedingly anxi- . 
ous to have the mini of his ſon ſtocked with every ſpe- 
cies of uſeful knowledge, ſent to Caſbin, to an En- 
gliſh merchant who dwelt there, requeſting him to ſend 
all the Engliſh books he could poffibly ſjare. He ſent 
feveral, and promiſed to write to a correſtondent in 
Peterſburgh, to procure him a cclection from London, 
by which means he would be able to furniſh his majeſty 
with wt at books he wanted. 
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Mercutio would have been as happy as he had ever 
been ſince his departute from England, but reflections 
on the uncertain fate of Iſabella frequently embittered 
thoſe ſweets, which the converſation of his friends and 
the favour of the Sophi afforded ; yet hope, all reviv- 
ing hope, would come to his aid, would preſent to the 
eye of his fond imagination, the ſtrongeſt probabilities 
of her being reſtored to his poſſeſſion: They were ſe- 
parated, but ſhe was left in the company of friends, 
who would treat her with tenderneſs and aſſection, un- 
til his return to England. Theſe thoughts re-animated 
him, and again he became cheerful. 


His pupil was of a ſweet diſpoſition, and he viewed 
him in a two fold light, as a tutor highly eſteemed, 
and as a brother beloved. The Sophi was continually 
heaping honours on him and his friends, and recom- 
mending them to the attention of his noble ſon, who 
indeed manifeſted the moſt unfeigned regard for them. 
The Sophi declared, that he conſidered the frequent 
intervals in which he was indiſpenſibly ſeparated from 
them, as ſo many interruptions to his happineſs. 


We will now take leave of them and enquire into the 
fate of old Mr. Wilcox and his company. The reader 
will readily recollect that we left them at Cephalonia, 
full of grateful acknowledgements to the Malteſe com- 
| mander, who had ſo generouſly reſcued them from the 
hands of the Pirates. 
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As it required ſome conſiderable time to refit the 
veſſel, Mr. Wilcox rented a houſe ready furniſhed, ſor 
the accommodation of his whole company. The mo- 
ment the afflicting news of Mercutio's diſaſter was com- 
municated to Iſabella, ſhe ſhriek'd aloud, and fell into 
the arms of Terentia inſenfible, in which ſituation ſhe 
remained ſo long, that almoſt every hope of her reco- 
very was extinguiſhed. At length, however, with a 
long and heavy ſigh, ſhe once more opened her eyes to 
the light. After fixing her eyes ſteadfaſtly on the eom- 
pany around her, with anxious ſolicitude for a few mo- 
ments, and miſſing her beloved Mercutio, ſhe exclaim- 
ed, « Gracious heavens! is he then gone? And are we 
for ever ſeparated? Oh no! Death has parted us for a 
ſhort ſpace, but will ſoon reunite our ſpirits forever!“ 
Her ſpirits being exhauſted, ſhe dropt from her ſeat 
motionleſs, and, in that fituation remained near three 
hours; however, by the afſectionate aſſiduity of her 
friends, aided by medical applications, ſhe recovered 
her ſenſes : Still ſhe remained feeble and languid; a 
ſettled melancholy diffuſed itſelf over her countenance, 
ſhe appeared totally indifferent, and, at certain inter- 


vals, inſenſible of what was ſaid or done in her pre- 
lence, 


The ſhip repaired, and all matters ſettled, they once 
more ſet ſail for Amſterdam. The irreſiſtible current 
ſetting out of the Streights of Meſſina, with a ſharp h 
North Weſtern breeze, bore them over to the weſtern 
extremity of the iſl and of Candia: They were within 


* 
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about two leagues of Cape St. John, when they diſco- 
vered a fail ſtanding out of Serigo, with an apparent 
deſign of boarding. Our unfortunate voyagers) now 
perceived to their inexpreſſible grief and couſternation, 
that it was a Turkiſh, Pirate; and before they had time 
to adopt any means of eſcape or defence, they were 
grappled and boarded by the- infidels. The captors 
conveyed their prize to Gallipoli, where they diſpoſed 
of the ſhip, and taking their captives on board che gal- 
ley, penetrated the Marmora to Conſtantinople. 


They were conducted through the ſtreets in the habits 

of ſlaves, (the Turks having ſtripped them of every thing 
valuable) ſhackled like criminals, to a houſe appointed 
for their reception, until the Pirate ſhould otherwiſe 
diſpoſe of them. He leſt them under the care of three 
Turks, with orders to provide ſufficient proviſion for 
their ſuſtenance ; and to keep them ſecurely till his re- 
turn, 

He came back in the evening, leading in two beau- 
tiful women in rich Perſian habits : After ſeating them 
on the carpet, he beckoned to Iſabella, who followed 
him with her eyes fixed on the ground, without utter- 
ing a ſyllable. They were met at the door, by a tall 


man in the habit of a Perſian nobleman, to whom Iſabella 


was ſurrendered, and the Perſian delivered to the Rene- 


gado a purſe, with which he inſtantly diſappeared. 
U « 
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The Perſian began to diſcourſe to her in a language 
which ſhe neither underſtood or attended to: Equally 
regardleſs of him and his diſcourſe, ſhe walked penſively 

| after him to the bank of the Boſphorus. He waved his 
turban, and in a few minutes a boat came from a veſſe] 


5 which lay at a ſhort diſtance, 


However indifferent the forlorn Iſabella had hitherto 
been with regard to what happened, or whither ſhe was 


going, it was a difficult taſk to get her into the boat: 
She ſcreamed aloud for Eugenio, Terentia, and the reſt 
olf her unhappy fellow-eaptives. Her ſenſibility being 


- awakened, ſhe exclaimed in the moſt piteous accents : - 
„Why, oh! why am I ſingled out a victim to the diſ- 
5 pleaſure of heaven? Oh death! execute inſtantly, thy 
ĩrrevocable commiſſion, and extinguiſh my miſeries and 


exiſtence with one ſtroke!ꝰ 


The Perſian, taking advantage of her diſorder, ſeized 


"XX that opportunity of taking her on board the boat, while 


ſhe rent the air with her lamentations. They were 
quickly conveyed to 'Trebiſond, a port in the black ſea, 
where they diſembarked, and purſued the neareſt route 
to Hpahan, the place of the Perſian's reſidence. 


Unpropitious and deſperate as her cireumſlances 


va actually appeared, had any friendly voice whiſpered in 


the ear of Iſabella, only a bare probability of Mercutio's 
being in Iſpahan, how would her tender boſom have 


glowed with delight! How pleaſing her dreams! How 
Rl 
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tranquil her ſtumbers! But alas ! the hapleſs fair one 
muſt ſubmit to cloſe confinement ; to the baſe, humi- 
liating, fulſome propoſals of an infamous ſcoundrel 
deſtitute of every ſupport, under ſuch complicated ca- 
lamity, but a conſciouſneſs of her own inflexible fide- 
lity and virtue—Or had Mercutio entertained the 
moſt diſtant idea of her actual ſituation, how would his 
boſom have been convulfed with contending paſhons ! 
With what eager haſte would he have communicated 
the diſtracting, yet pleaſing tidings, to his friends, and 
having engaged their aſſiſtance, would he not have 
exerted ſpeed, almoſt impoſhble, until he had regain- 
ed his treaſure ; reſcued her from the impious hands of 
her intended raviſher, or nobly periſhed in the laudable 
attempt ?—This indulgence, however, was withheld, 


We will now turn to our hero and his companions, 
who had engroſſed all the eſteem and confidence of the 
Sovereign of Perſia z were frequently and attentively 


conſulted on political matters, and were univerſally 
careſſed by the Perſian mobility, 


Our three friends returning from an excurſion with 
ſome of the principal officers of the Sophi's houſhold, 
and paſſing through an avenue not far diſtant from the 
palace, were alarmed with repeated ſhrieks of a wo- 
man in apparent diſtreſs. They drew up as near to a 
window of the houſe whence the cries proceeded, as 
they conveniently could ; and though they were not 
able to diſtinguiſh the particulars, they heard enough 


1 
h 
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tc convince them that ſome great injury was about to 
be offered to the perſon, whoſe cries had alarmed them, 


which, it was their duty to prevent if poſſible. They 
inſtantly knocked at the door, and demanded immediate 


entrance. After repeated applications, they were com- 


manded to begone ; this command was accompanied 


with threats, in caſe of refuſal. The cries were now 


redoubled, which prompted them to unite their ſtrength, 
and force open the outer door : 'This was performed 


5 . inſtantaneouſly, and when they had almoſt reached the 


* ſcene of ation, they were ſuddenly intercepted by the 
maſter of the houſe. He placed his back to the cham- 


ber door, and demanded their buſineſs, at ſuch an un- 


ſeaſonable hour; then, without waiting for a reply, 


brandiſhing a poniard, commanded them to depart i im- 
1 ann, 


His menaces, however, were thrown away: They 


inſiſted on ſeeing the perſon whoſe ſhrieks and cries had 


drawn them thither. At that very inſtant the cham- 


ber door flew open, and alady appeared with her gar- 
ments much diſcompoſed, her hair diſhevelled and eyes 


| ſulffuſed in tears. She earneſtly requeſted them to reſcue 


her from deſtruction ; and added, her life was on the 
point of being ſacrificed, for daring to attempt the pre- 
ſervation of her body from pollution, which this vile 
wretch, ſaid ſhe (pointing to the Perſian) was deter- 


mined on accompliſhing if poſſible. « Your timely 
interpoſition, will, I truſt,” centinued ſhe, “ be the 


means of preſerving my life, and what is far more dear to 


me, my honour.” Tears ſtifled her further utterance, 
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Mercutio advanced, in order to take her hand, when 
the Perſian aimed a ſtroke at his breatt with his poni- 
ard; but our hero, parrying received it in his left arm. 


Charles and Auguſtus inſtantly ſeized the Perſian, 
threw him, and wreſted the poinard from his hand: 
The lady ſprang into the arms of Auguſtus, and moſt 
pathetically craved his rotection. He aſſured her of 
the moſt amſle protection and ref;.etul treatment, un- 


til recirels coul obtained, 
ol 
Mercutio an be mean time forced 
the old Perſian into the cher, and locked the door; 


they then left him, raving like a frantic bedlamite, 
and bore off their prize, exulting in the ſucceſs of their 
adventure, an. fully reſolved to ſee amp le jultice ad- 
miniſtered to the afflicle fair one, who accompanied 
them in ſilence, except ſobs which involuntarily burſt 
forth from her convuſed boſum, 


Auguſtus committed the lady to the care of the keep- 
er of the Harem, for that night, with orders that ſhe 
might not be interrupted by any perſon, until he faw 
her again The night being far advanced, our hero and 
his friends retired to reſt, intreating the lady to com- 
poſe herſelf, aſſuring her ſhe was in honorable hands, 
and that they would ſee her juſtified in the morning. 


The lady, being conducted to a proper apartment, 
threw herſelf on a ſopha, where ſhe lay till morning, 


FORTUNES FOOTBALL, Gy 


revolying in her mind the various circumſtances of the 
preceding evening. The treatment ſhe had already ex- 
perienced from her deliverers, indicated the height cf 
benevolence and honour; but who, or what manner 
of men they were, or what could ſtimulate them to 
expoſe themſelves to ſuch manifeſt hazard, in defence 
of a total ſtranger, appeared to her an inexplicable rid- 
dle: The reſult ef thoſe reflections, at the end of a 
ſleepleſs night, was a reſolution to hold herſelf prepared 
ſor the laſt diſtreſs, and never to ſurvive the loſs of honor. 


In the morning, our adventurers obtained an early 
audience, when they informed the Sophi of every part 
of their evening's adventure, and finally requeſted him 
to have the parties face to face. 


Kerim accordingly commanded an officer, accom- 
panied by Auguſtus, to go and bring the offender into 
His preſence forthwith. In the mean time, the chief 
Eunuch was ſent for the lady: He ſoon returned lead- 
ing her by the hand. Her eyes were ſteadfaſtly fixed on 
the floor; and her mind was ſo deeply engaged in ru- 
minating on her untoward ſituation, that ſhe took no 
manner of notice of the Sophi or of any other perſon 
preſent, | 


The monarch ſurveyed her with the moſl acute atten- 
tion for ſome minutes, and, judging by ker habit that 
ſhe muſt be a native of 'Turkey, he addreſſed her in the 
Arabic language: 


— 
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Pi 


= Young woman,” ſaid he, © we have been informed 
of the particulars of your caſe, and are. determined to 
render you impartial juſtice, Do not ſuffer fear to op- 
preſs, nor grief to diſconcert you, you are in the pre- 
ſence of thoſe who will not permit either ſubject or ſo- 
reigner to be abuſed, or inſulted with impunity, within 


the limits of the Perfian dominions; but will adzalniſter 


Juſtice to all with an equal hand. 


The lady perceived by his diſcourſe that ſhe was in 
the preſence of a monarch, and alſo a rational being, 
whoſe mind appeared fraught with ſentiments of huma- 
nity and virtue; ſhe was therefore, encouraged to prof- 
trate herſelf before him, and to implore his protection, 
which ſhe did in terms ſo pathetic, as conſtrained him 


to riſe from his ſeat, raiſe her up in the gentleſt man- 


ner, and aſſure her, her requeſt ſhould be granted. 


He deſired her to be compoſed, and was conducting 
her to a ſeat beſide his own, wlien a ſcence was ex- 
hibited which arreſted the attention of the whole groupe, 
and filled them with aſtoniſhment ! | 


Mercutio, whoſe eyes had been rivetted upon her, 
from the moment ſhe entered, ſpringing from his ſeat, 
caught her in his arms, and eagerly exclaimed “ Im- 
mortal Jehovah ! My long loſt Iſabella !—Rejoice with 
me, my friends!—Behold the dear partner of my ſoul !” 
— She fainte!—The Sophi was almoſt petrified with 
aſtoniſhment—Charles {; prang to her aHſtance—She re- 
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vived, and in falt'ring accents pronounced: & What 
means this univerſal trepidation which has ſeized my 

fame ?—It cannot be—'Tis all illuſion—No, no, my 
i dear, my beloved Mercutio is no more—cruel fate has 
ſeparated us for ever—No more ſhall I gaze, with de- 


4 light unutterable, on his“ Tears arreſted the organs 
of ſpeech—ſhe could no more. | 


« Be compoſed my deareſt life, ſaid Mercutio—You 
are not deceived my love,—Mercutio once more claſps 


| | . his deareſt Ifabella in his enra ture! embrace. Ariſe my 


love, here are none but the moſtgracious, beſt of friends.“ 


A glow of the higheſt ſatisfaction was depicted on 
every brow ; joy ſparkled in every eye, and a kind of 
tumultuous pleaſure expanded every boſom preſent. 

The Sophi was the firſt to congratulate our hero on 
this happy turn of fortune; and Abbaſs juſt now ac- 


cidentally entering, joined in the general joy, and com- 
pleted the happy groupe. 
3— 


Auguſtus now entering, informed his majeſty that 
the priſoner was without, and, at the ſame time, de- 
livered to them a poniard of great value, which he had 


= forced from the priſoner in the very moment he had 


raiſed it with an intention to give him a mortal ſtab. 


: Charles, in a few words, diſcloſed to Auguſtus, 
the particulars of the diſcovery which had been made 


* 
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in his abſence; he heartily congratulated his friend on | 
his happineſs, and wiſhed him a long continuation FF =» 
of it. 


\« Bring the culprit before us,” ſail Kerim. 


| He was immediately introduced, and proved to be 
ll | a a perſon who, by the art of diſſimulation, had ingrati- 
BB ated himſelf with his prince ſo, that he had conferre( 
| l ſome of the greateſt dignities in the. Empire on him, 
| and, until this period, conſidered him as one of his moſt 
faithful ſubjects: Thus, as in many other inſtances, 
was a humane and benevolent ſovereign made dupe to 
the artifice of a deligning, treacherous villain. 


It appeared in the courſe of his examination, that he 
had delule:! the two females, whom he had exchanged 
for Iſabella from the Harem of the Sophi, unter the fe- 
cious pretence of conveying them out of the Perſian do- 
minions, and of providing them the means of return - 
ing to their friends and country ; his real intention be- 
ing to detain them privately in his own houſe ; to make 
them ſubſervient to his deſires, and then to diſpoſe of 
them to the greateſt advantage. The poniard which 
was prefente to the Sof hi by his brother, ke had alſo 
ſtolen out of the palace about three months before the 
time we are ſpeaking of. He, knowing the inflexibility 
of his prince againſt ſuck atrocious oſlenders, and con- 

ſcious guilt overwhelming him with deſpair, confeſſed, 
that if he ha ſucceeded in his deſign on Iſabella, his in- 
tention was to have diſpoſed of her in the ſame manner 
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F in which he hall the other two, aftet keeping ber as 


1. 


4 long as he ſh6uld judge convenient. 


* 


& Ungrateful caitif!”” exclaimed the Sophi, with 


© fire darting from his eyes, < I ſhould as readily have 


ſuſpedted my own ſon of abuſing my confidence as thee, 
on whom I have heaped favors without number or meas | 
ſure : The finger of juſtice has at length pointed out 
the baſeneſs of thy contaminated heart, and the word 


wich ſhall puniſh thee for thy crimes Is already un- 
ſheathe dl. Thou haſt, (continued he,) forfeited every 


claim to mercy by thy treachery; but thy ingratitude 


merits imme liate and excruciating torture:“ Theſe 


worels were pronounced in ſuch an ireſul and emphatic 


tone of voice and geſture, that the wretched criminal 
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appeared to be more dead than alive, “ Take him” 
away,” ſaid Kerim; © to-morrow by the riſing of the 
ſun let the keen cimeter ſever the traĩtor's head from 
his vile boly—Let his houſes be razed to the ground, 

his encloſures burnt to aſhes, and every thing that 
heretofore bore his name, be totally annihilated, and 
ſwept from the face of the earth, ſo that no veſtage of 
ſuch a vile miſcreant may remain, to pollute my good 
ſubjects.“ | 


While this buſineſs was tranſacting, Mercutio con- a 
queled Iſabella to another” apartment, where they ſpent” 
a conſiderable time in the moſt” affectionate enquiries” 
and congratulations ; in the renewal 'of their former 
Proteſtations of eternal love an] fidelity; thoſe endear- 
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| ing expreſſions to which they had ſo long been ſtrangers , 
were now heighten'd into rapture, by the-plealing 
reflection of their miraculous eſcape, from thoſe dan- 


gers, apparently inſurmountable, which threatened 


their eternal ſeparation. They humbly and ſervently 


admired the wonderful, nay, incomprehenſible means 


| employed by the Almighty, in the preſervation of un- 
worthy mortals, and returned mutual and fir.cere 
thanks, for the much deſired, ſuperior bleſſing, of being 
once more reſtored to each other: The ſituation they 
._ were then placed in, leaving but one wiſh, and that was 


10 be in England. 
I 


ments of Iſabella, declaring as his opinion, that ſhe ſur- 


paſſed all the ladies he had ever beheld, in a ſuperlative _ 


degree. 


— 


The crimſon glow which overſpread the lovely coun- 


. tenance of Iſabella, joined to the ſweet embarraſſment 


which eclipſed that penſiveneſs, under which ſhe la- 


boured at her firſt appearance before the Sophi, ſeemed 
to confer graces too exquilite to be poſſeſſed by a mortal. 


Breakfaſt paſſed, our friends jointly and earneftly 


- ſolicited the Sophi for a mitigation of the puniſhment of 
the unhappy victim of his diſpleaſure, on whom he bad 


paſſed ſentence of death. 


They were ſummoned to breakfaſt, during which the 
..- Sophi was laviſh of his encomiums on the accompliſh- 
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ec My invaluable, beſt friends, I am under ſo many 


and great obligations to each, and all of you, that I 


conſider it as a duty incumbent on me, to grant you 
any and every requeſt, conliſtent with reaſon, and the 
regard I have for you, and that is not derogatory to 
my own dignity and the good of my ſubjects. On the 
other hand, give me leave to aſſure you, that my incli- 
nations are in exact co-incidence with this duty; and 
as I abhor every ſpecies of ingratitude in others, ſo I 
would not be even ſuſpected of it myſelf. 

cc With regard to your preſent requeſt, it ſhall be 
granted—But do not ſuppoſe that I will grant him aw 
entire remiſſion.“ 


c All we requeſt, is that his life may be ſpared ; we 


sonceive any greater extent of indulgence might be pro- 
ductive of evil conſequences, by affording encourage- 


ment to others, to perpetrate fimilar crimes, under an 
expectation of ſhelter (beneath your majeſty's royal 
clemency) from the juſt vengeance of the laws of their 
injured country.” 


« In Mount Taurus are wilds impervious for all but 
wild beaſts of the foreſt, and thoſe criminals whoſe 
multiplied enormities have procured them a habitation 
among them: Thither I will baniſh him, to ſubliſt on 
what he can procure by the gun and ax ; both which, 
together with a quantity of ammunition he will be 
ſupplied with by the officer appointed for that purpoſe, 
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And if he is found within the cultivated part of our do- 
minions within the ſpace of twenty years, certain and 


immediate death ſhall be the conſequence.” 


Orders were 8 to convey the priſqger to 
"his place of exile, under a ſtrong guard. When he 


4188 informed of, the change of his ſentence, he ſtamp- 


el, curſed and ſwore like a raving bedlamite — He curſ⸗- 
ed the Sophi's miſtaken lenity, and {wore he would 
rather die a thouſand deaths than be cartied into igno- 
minious ſlavery, and finally threatened to lay violent 


hands on his xeeper, who turning ſhort, made a ſtroke 


at him, which deprived him of his right ear: He then 
ordered his hands to be bound faſt behind,him, and, a 


proper guard being appointed, he was ſent off o on his 


way to Taurus, 


| We perceive in the fate of this man a ſtriking inſtance 
of the invariable juſtice of Providence, in the puniſh- 
ment of oſſenders of this deſcription. Had this unhap- 
FF, ungrateful wretch ; taken but half the pains, to he 
what he pretended to be, as be did to appear to be what 
he was not, he might have terminated his days high in 
the favor and confilence of his prince, and what is of 
far more eſtimation, in a conſciouſneſs of having per- 
formed his duty in a becoming manner: His laſt ſun, 
mſteal of being enveloped in remorſe and deſſ air, 
would have ſet ſerenely, and his ſoul would have taken 
her flight, on the wings of tranquillity, to realms of 


bliſs, 
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Two months having elapſed after the reſtoration of 
d F Tfabella, Abbaſs having attained ſo great a proficiency 
it under our hero's tuition, as to be able to expreſs him - 
| ſelf, on any ſubject, in a very good flyle of Engliſh; he 
| alſo read and wrote it with a degree of judgment and 
accuracy, far exceeding every expeAation which could 
have been rationally formed ; the ſelect troops com- 
” pletely verſed in the uſe of the muſquet and bayonet, 

and the deſire of returning to Europe, pervading the 
minds of our hero and his friends, they conceived it 
75 high time to communicate their wiſhes to the Soplu, 


and obtain his leave to depart. 


| They embraced the earlieft opportunity of breaking 
i 1 the matter to Kerim. Mercutio undertook this taſk, 
and was ſeconded by Charles and Auguſtus. It was 
not without manifeſt ſymptoms of regret, that this ami- 
able monarch gave his aſſent to the ſeparation. © Hea- 
ven knows,” ſaid he, «„ with what reluctance I ſhall 
pronounce the laſt adieu, to perſons who have, ſo ex- 
tenſively contributed to the emolument of my family, 
my Empire, and to my own private happineſs. 
When you forſake me, every moment of relaxation 
from bublic buſineſs will be employed in the contem- 
plation of the many pleaſing hours ſpent in your com- 
pany and converſation. If riches or honours had 
charms ſufficient to attract your attention—to retain 
you in Perſia, how willingly ! How eagerly would I 
confer them! But alas! as that cannot be; ſince you 
ſo ardently deſire to return to your native country and 
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baſs, ſtay with our friends 
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connexions, which, I muſt confeſs, is both natural 
and laudible, be it our care to ſee you properly accom- 
modated ; to ſee you reſpectfully treated until your 
departure, and then ſafely conveyed to the frontiers of 
Perſia. Let me have notice ten days, at leaſt, before 
you ſet out; and in the mean time, let me enjoy as 
much of your company as poſhble, conſiſtent with 
your own convenience. 


Buſineſs of moment demands my attention : Ab- 


Embrace every oppor- 
unity of improving yourſelf by their precepts and ex- 
amples—Loſe not a moment; but be not burthen- 
fome.” He retired, leaving them ſull of filent approba- 
tion and exalted eſteem. 


The young prince was no leſs aſſected with the news 
of their intended departure, than was his royal Sire. 
He lamented the privation of their ſociety, as if it had 
already taken place, in terms at once expreſſive of his 
{incere gratitude and aſſectionate eſteem. He expreſſed 
a deſire to accompany them to England, and moſt ar- 
dently requeſted Mercutio to exert his influence with 
bis father, in order to procure his approbation to the 
meaſure. He conceived it no difficult matter, and reite- 
rated his requeſt with ſo much earneſtneſs, that our 
hero promiſed to preſs the matter home at the next in- 
terview, | 


wank, Af * 
1 * 
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They were ſitting, one fine evening, on the top of 
the royal palace, and while they enhaled the gentle 
zephyrs, anticipated the pleaſure of embracing their 
friends in England in a ſhort period ; having agreed to 


give the Sophi the notice he required, the — 


morning. 


Abbaſs appeared, and with an embarraſſed air, in- 
formed them that his royal, father, had juſt received 
ſome important diſpatches ; and requeſted their com- 
pany, if they were diſengaged. 


They immediately waited on his majeſty, and found 
him in earneſt diſcourſe with his firſt miniſter, or vizier. 
He aroſe, ſaluted them with his uſual cheerfulneſs, 
and cauſed them to be ſeated. My moſt ineſtimable 
friends,” faid he, “I am aſſured you are at a loſs to 
divine the meaning of this ſudden convention ; I will, 
therefore, in a few words, remove your ſuſpenſe by 
informing you that four of our diſtant provinces, name- 
ly, Chorazan, Adlirbeitzan, Kilan and Sableſtan, are 
in a ſtate of actual rebellion. I have certain informa- 
tion of this by a private letter from a faithſul ſubject in 
Herat. He informs me that the governor of Chora- 
zan, (a Ruſſian) in order to eſſect a revolution in the 
Empire, has diſſeminated the ſeeds of ſedition far and 
wide, by encouraging a ſpirit of licentiouſneſs among 
the lower ranks; and by bribes, and promiſes of great 
rewards in territory, and poſts of honor and profit, 
among tlie better ſort ; he has poiſoned the minds of 


— —— 
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the greater part of the inhabitants of thoſe provinces, 
My friend writes further, that he has garriſoned 
Aſterabat, a convenient port on the Caſpian fea, in 
order to keep open a communication with his country- 
men, who, no doubt, will atbf him in his villanous 
undertaking : Now, what I have to requeſt of you is 
only your advice in this emergency. 


«© You have had much experience in military af- 
fairs, and as I have now a body of infantry fully in- 
ſtructed in the Engliſh diſcipline, I would have your 
inſtructions how to employ them to the beſt advantage. 
I alſo want your joint advice as to another matter. 
The rebel chief is now at the head of ſeventy thouſand 
mal-contents, advancing rapidly to Candahar, with a 
deſign to inveſt that capital, cauſe himſelf to be pro- 
claimed Shah, levy all the force he can there, and ad- 
yance hither with all ſpeed ; for he expects the reduc- 
uon of this city will, if effected, ſeat him quietly on 
the throne of Perſia. Now, whether is it beſt to raiſe a 
powerful army here, and wait his approach ; or march 
directly to Candahar, and give him a repulſe, at leaſt, 
at a diſtance ? Speak your ſentiments as uſual, with 
freedom; for let the the final iſſue be what it may, I 
am too well convinced of your lincerity to impute the 
cauſe of any diſaſter that may happen, to your advice.” 
Here he pauſed for a reply. 


. Auguſtus delivered his ſentiments in the following 
terms, | 
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The many and particular marks of diſtinction 
with which my friends and IT have been honoured, by 
the unbounded liberality of your majeſly, as well as the 
EZ ; freedom of ſpeech and action with which we have been 
E indulged, ever ſince we were ſo happy as to find an 
5 aſylum within the walls of the monarch of Perſia, em- 
4 4 boldens me to offer my ſentiments, on the preſent oc- 
15 If calion, without reſerve: Not only fo, I will yield all 
the perſonal aſſiſtance in my power freely. Diſpatch 

# f a courier, immediately, to the Governor of Candahar, 
. {ith peremptory orders, to put hinſetf in the beſt poſ- 
tture of defence poſſible; to hold himſelf in readineſs to 
4 9 repulſe the rebels, and aſſure him of ſpeedy and ſuffici- 
4 1 ent ſuccours under your immediate command. Let 
Caaſpbin be garriſoned and fortified as a check on Aſtera- 

bat. You have now five thouſand treops initiated in 
the management of the firelock and bayonet ; take two 
&# thouſand of thoſe and a ſufficient body of cavalry, and 
march directly for Candahar. The remgining tg 
thouſand I would keep here to fortify this city and put 
every thing in order to give the inſurgents a warm re- 
ception, if they ſhould reach ſo far before they are re- 
duced to obedience: Finally, if you find it impoſlible 
to maintain your ground at Candahar, endeavour, by 
all means to effect an orderly retreat to this capital, be- 
fore your troops are thrown into diſorder ; for depen: 
on it, if matters are brought to that criſis, your ſucceſs 
will ultimately depend on that manceurre. Be not too 
ſanguine; if Candahar holds out until your arrival, it 
will ſtrike the infurgerts with terror, to ſee that you 
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have yet thouſands of faithful ſubjects, rally ing with 
courage round the royal ſtandard and commanded by 
their prince in perſon. 


« This is, in my opinion, the moſt probable me- 
thod to enſure ſucceſs, for the Candahar army, if a 
retreat is inevitable, will accompany the troops under q 
your command, and, if the retreat is orderly, you will 
acquire (like a ſtream running back on itſelf) addi- 
tional ſtrength and numbers in every mile of your 
march; whereas if your forces are put to precipitate 
flight, *twill be exactly the reverſe. 


« 


& If theſe meaſures are purſued, J have not the leaſt 4 


doubt of your majeſty's arms being crowned with glory, p 4 
the traitor puniſhed, and your deluded ſubjects return- : * 


ing to their former allegiance.” «© My invaluable 


friend,” ſaid Kerim, embracing. him, your words 


re-animate my ſoul ! I am determined to purſue your q 
advice. How happy you would make me if you would 


accept the command of thoſe three thouſand infantry 
who are to remain in Iſpahan: Your preſence woul! 
inſpire thoſe officers and men (who have been trained 
to your hand, by your own precepts and under your 
immediate inſpection) with redoubled vigour ; and al. 
moſt enſure ſucceſs. Under your auſpices they will 
learn to encounter and defeat the rebellious banditti, 
who are now meditating a blow, which they inten.!, 
ſhall overturn all law and order, and introduce anarcly 
and confuſion z rapine, plunder and bloodſhed,” 
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« That ſhall never be, while I am able to yield a 
Ford. No, Kerim, I repeat it again, I will not 
7 eathe my ſword until your rebellious ſubjecls are re- 
Auced to ſubmiſſion, or Auguſtus Davenport is lying, 
Uundiſtinguiſpable, among a pile of ſlain.” „And a 
word you ſhall have,” ſaid the monarch, in raptures, 
ie worthy of your noble ſpirit, and the cauſe you have 
to generoully eſpouſed,” He immediately took off his 
| own cimeter, and preſented it to Auguſtus, ſaying, 
Ki Accept this, it has paſſed from father to ſon, through 
| Four generations, and has never been taken by an ene- 
my, nor ſullied by the hand of a coward or traitor ; 
and my reaſon for transſerring it to you, is, a confi- 
1 dence of its being never employed in a diſhonorable 
„ =cauſe.” 


lle then earneſtly ſolicited the aſſiſtance of Charles 
Ind Mercutio, and odered them commiſſions in the firſt 
os grade; but they refuſed, and gave for reaſon, that in 
he very critical ſlate of his majeſty's alſairs, their pro- 
otion over the heads of numbers of brave and worthy 
erſians might be productive of jealouſy and diſguſt ; 
articularly in weak and prejudiced minds; but clicer- 
ully offered to ſerve under Auguſtus, and to exert all 
heir powers in bringing about a happy reconciliation, 


The Sophi was highly ſatisfied with their friendly 
oſſers, and on reflection, could not but approve their 
reſolutions, requeſted them all to take ſuch meaſures for 


the accompliſhment of the great object in view as they 
ſhould judge requiſite. 
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Theſe preliminaries being ſettled, Kerim iſſuell the 
neceſſary inſtructions to thoſe Perſian officers who 
were to remain in Iſpahan, in order to co-operate with 
Auguſtus, and his friends; then, taking an afleQionate 
leave of them all, ſet out at the head of his army for 
Candahar, amidſt the tears, prayers and acclamations 
of his people, of every deſoription. Auguſtus imme- 
diately convened the principal officers, in order to con- 
ſult on the fleps, neceſſary to be firſt taken, to render 
the city tenalile, againſt any force that might be brought 
againſt it. The reſult of this conference was, that Au- 
guſtus ſhould take on him the chief command of both 
Infantry anꝗ cavalry (the latter he peremntorily refuſe, 
but was obliged to appoint the comman er; he pitched 


on a noble and brave officer, nephew to the Sophi, 
named Azounkar.) Mercutio and Charles as lieuten- 


ant generals. 

Auguſtus immeliately divided his troops into three 
bodies of a thouſand each ; Auguſtus commandled one, 
Mereutio and Charles the other two. The two latter 
to form ambuſcadles on the wings of the city at the diſ- 
tance of one hundred fathoms in advance, from the 
two extreme angles of the city walls, in front, and fx 
hundred fathoms from each other, exactly oppoſite. 


Intrenchments were immediately thrown up to cover 4 


the ambuſcades, who were not to diſcover themſelves 


until a concerted ſignal was given from the top of the 
2 


city walls; then to flank, and, if poſſible; ſurround the 


enemy, who being galled in front from the walls, would 
give ground „ Which woul: 4 throw the rear into Confu- 
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Fon, and while turning to fly, and finding an enemy 
8 behind, would become deſperate, and the engagement 
in conlequence become general and deciſive. 


} A body of five thouſand choice cavalry was IR 
ed to Caſbin, and as many more to ſecure a communi- 
cation between that city and the capital: Small par- 
5 
ties of horſe were kept in continual motion, and in eve-, 
* poſſible direction, particularly towards Candakars 


— 8 4 'Thus, having taken every precaution which appeat- 


vel neceſſary, and laid every thing in as proper a train 
as time and circumſtances would admit, they anxiouſly 
waited the event. 


On the ſeventh day after the royal army began its 
4 9 march towards Candahar, two ſpies were brought in 
be by a ſcouting party, who, after informing Auguſtus 
1 Wthat the rebels to the number of one hundred thouſand, 
ad cloſely invefled Candahar, and that they were ſure 
rhat city muſt fall into their hands, were hanged with- 
Wout the walls. 


1 In the evening of the next day, arrived thirty thou- 
and horſe from the provinces of Kirman and Chuſiſtan: 
+ Theſe troops were refreſhed, and being divided, were 
Wencamped on the outward wings of the ambuſcades, 
I in order to ſuſtain the firſt onſet of the inſurgents ; then 
geo make a ſhow of retreating to the city gates, but when 
within ape hundred fathoms, to divide in good order, 
H VoL. II. 
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and retire to the right and left, through the two chafmg 
between the walls and the ambuſcades. 


At this critical moment the gates were to be thrown 
open, and Auguſtus with his corps to march out, 
form in a ſolid column, advance within a few paces, 
fire right in the face of the enemy, and ruſh on them 
with fixed bayonets : In this ſtage of the conflict, the 
Ignal for the ambuſcades to appear was to be hoiſted. 


The next : day, courier el with diſpatches 
from Kerim, fignifying that the inſurgents had taken 
poſſeſſion of Candahar before he could poſſibly reach it; 


that he had ſuſtained conſiderable loſs in an engagement # 
with a large detachment of the rebel army, and was 1 5 25 
men retreating in good order, and expected to be at 
me gates of Iſpahan in a few days; adding, that the re- 3 
bel chief had drawn out his whole force, to purſue bim, 5 4 
ſaid to confiſt of one hundred and thirty thouſand ef- 5 
ſective men; and that though Candahar had ſurrender- 3 05 
ed to ſuperior numbers, they only waited a favorable 


opportunity to flock to the ſtandard of their RO ſo· 
WO. ; 


Broken antes of an were ein flocking | 
in, after this intelligence, ſome bringing a few priſon- [ 
ers, and ſome accompanied by deſerters; but all con- ü 
curred in the account of the total deſeat of the royal ar- 
my and of the taking of the Sophi, who was ſent a pri- 
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foher to Candahar, and that the enemy purſued the 
thattered remains of his army with all poſfible Ceed. 


It ſeems the Sophi's army having been preſſed hard 
for four days and nights, continually galled in flank 
and harrafſed in rear, was conſtrained to halt, (not 
encamp) for a few hours repoſe: Hunger and fatigue, 
the harbingers of diſcontent and lowneſs of ſpirits, pre- 
rented them from taking the neceſſary precautions for 
their ſafety : The conſequence was, they were ſur- 
tounded in the night, and almoſt all cut off, and Kerim, 
with ſeveral of his officers made priſoners. 


A council was called, in conſequence of this infor- 
mation, confiſting of all the principal officers, civil as 
yell as military, wherein it was reſolved not to make 
any alteratioa in the preſent diſpoſition of the troops g 
to diſpatch expreſſes to each of the provinces, yet in 
Kerim's intereft, requeſting ſpeedy ſuccours; at the 
fame time, keeping the account laſt received a profound 
ſecret. It was alſo further agreed to admit and keep 

all the ſcattered forces that might come in before the 
arrival of the enemy, within the walls, to be refreſhed 
and formed into a corps-de-reſerve, to act as opportu- 
nity or neceſſity might require; and, finally, never to 
ſurrender, but preſerve the capital, or fall with their 
{words in their hands, | 


Theſe preliminaries being adjuſted, and the diſſerent 
diſpatches gone, the commandlers joined their reſpeQive 
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corps, in order to wait the approach of the rebels, who, 
by undoubted information, were actually within forty 
miles, and advancing rapidly. 


At the cloſe of that day, about four hundred. of the 
Sophi's infantry with two thouſand horſe arrived, who 
reported - that the inſurgents, would certainly attack 
them by day-light next morning; as their motion had 
more the appearance of a retreat than an advance. 
Theſe troops were received into the city for the purpoſe 
Helorementioned, and two thouſand cavalry ſent as an 
advance guard, about ſeven miles from the city. In 
the courſe of that night thirteen thouſand cavalry, and 
two thouſand archers arrived from Sableſtan: The 
archers were poſted on the walls, and the cavalry took 
their ſtand in a wood, within one mile of the city, eaſt- 
ward, in a moſt advantageous fituation; this body of 
horſe, had poſitive orders not to appear until they ſaw 
the inſurgents nearly encircled ; then to divide into 
parties of one hundred men each, advance and diſpoſe 
themſelves in ſuch a manner, that if any part of the 
enemyꝰs forces ſhould make or attempt a deſperate re- 
treat, there ſhould not be left to them even a poſſibili- 
ty of an eſcape. | 


'The ſun, juſt above the horizon, . diſcovered the ad- 
vanced guard returning with ſome precipitation, yet in 
good order; and in a ſhort time, che inſurgents, in 
great force, under a thick cloud of duſt, ſeemed to 
overſpread the whole plain. 
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A Kirmiſh enſued between the Sophi's cavalry, 
palcd on the wings, and the advance of the rebel army, 
in which there were but five killed or wounded. The 
main body of the inſurgents now coming up, confident 
& ofſucceſs ſrom the ſuperiority of their numbers; the roy- 
al cavalry, as preconcerted, retreated towards the city, 
: | purſued briſkly by the rebels, who concluced all was 
> their own; but the Sophi's horſe retreating to the right 
vo and left, they advanced within fixty fatkoms, and, by 
"87 a flag, demanded an immediate ſurrender, on pain af 

> indiſcriminate carnage. This was peremptorily refuſ- 
ed, in conſequence of which, the rebel chief ordered to 
advance to the very gates. ; 


. When they were within-muſquet ſhot, the gates fleyy 
open, Auguſtus with his infantry ſallied forth, and in- 
FX fantly formed in a ſolid column. The appearance af 

ZE this column diſconcerted them for a moment; but, con- 
fiding in the ſuperiority of their numbers, they alvanc- 
== <d rapidly, thinking to trample them to pieces, at the 
== fame lime they uttered a ſhout which rent the air. 


» 2 * 
2 £45 - +4 * = — 1 + 
S 
1 
* 


It is impofble to deſcribe the conſternation of the 
inſurgents, when their whole front fell at the. firſt. fire of 
the column. Barbaroſſa, the rebel chief, notwith- 
ſtanding this diſaſter, led on his men a ſecond time to 
the charge: Now the archers, from the walls diſcharg- 
ed a cloud of arrows 4ull in their faces, under cover of 
which the inſantry advanced with ſecured bayonets, 
which threw them into inconceivable confuſion. 


H 2 
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The ſignal for the ambuſcades being diſplayed in this 
moment of dread and furprize, the rebels were imme- 
diately ſurrounded, and aſſaulted on all ſides, they fell 
like leaves in autumn, to attempt a retreat or rally, 
being equally vain, their chief haſtened to the rear, to 
encourage bis unhappy adherents by his preſence; he 
was, however, intercepted in his way by Mercutio, 
who, dexterouſly ſhunning a lance aimed at him by 
Barbaroſſa, plunged his ſword to the hilt in his left ſide, 
and he fell, with his horſe, which that inſtant receiv- 
ed a bullet in the head, 


'The wretched rebels ſeeing themſelves environed on 
every ſide, and their leader (lain, grew deſperate, and 
for ſome time fought like ſo many furies ; but in vain 
did they attempt to penetrate the columns of infantry 
they fell like graſs before the ſcythe; the arrows of the 


archers, and the pointed — bid defiance to their 


numerous ſquadrons. 


At length, ſeeing nothing but death before and dan - 
ger behind, they threw down their arms and ſued for 
quarter: This was granted, and an immediate ſiop put 
to the carnage, which was dreadful: The field was in 
many places, not only ſtrewed with dead and wounded, 
but man and horſe, ſome dead, ſome dying, ſome (light- 
ly wounded, ſwords and broken lances were thrown, 

as it were, promiſcuouſly together, in heaps, to the 
terror and aſtoniſhment of the ſurvivors, 
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- After ſecuring. the priſoners, &c. they ſound their 
loſs in killed and wounded amounted to fomething 
more than four hundred foot, and two thouſand horſe, 
including officers, ſeveral of whom were of the firſt 
rank. Fifteen thouſand of the inſurgents lay dead on 
the field; the wounded amounted to a ſtill greater 
number, the greater part of whom died of their wounds, 
whether for want of {kill or diligence is not known : 
The weather being exrremely ſultry, perhaps contibut- 
ed, in a great meaſure, to gangrene their wounds, 
and thereby retard, at leaſt, if not entirely prevent the 
cure. 


It was next reſolved in a council of war, that Au- 
guſtus ſhould remain at Iſpahan with one thouſand in- 
fantry and twelve thouſand horſe; while Mercutio and 
Charles ſhould march the remainder of the troops, 
horſe and foot to Candahar, in order to releaſe the 
Sophi, and reduce the remainder of the mal - contents 
to obedience. 


The troops deſtined for Candahar, encamped with- 
out the late field of battle, in order to refreſh ; while 
thoſe who were to remain were employed in burying 
the dead, and in removing the wounded to places ap- 
pointed for their reception, without the walls. 


In two days, the troops being thoroughly reſreſhed 
and fit for action, the Candahar detachment marched 
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under” the auſpices of Mercuio, Charles and ſeveral 
Perſian commanders of. great bravery. 


The inſantry, in two columns, were led by Mercu- 
tio and Charles, the archers on the wings: Six thou: 
ſand cavalry formed the advance, four thouſand on each 
flank, ſeven thouſand more cloſed the rear, and five 
hundred were formed inio ten ſcouting parties, fifty 
men in each, to ſcour the country. 


They arrived before Candahar in the night; and 
ſeizing the out guards, ſuddenly and without noiſe, 
ſecure: them, and ruſhed into the city pell-mell, before 
the inhabitants or troops of the garriſon were apprized 
of their ſituation. 2 IH 


keys of the gates were ſecured, a ſtrong guarlenviron- 
ed the Governor's palace and treaſury, and the So- 
phi's guards were placed as centinels in every avenue. 


A. meſſage was immediately diſpatched to the Go- 
vernor, informing him of the change of affairs, accom- 
panied with a-demand of -the perſon of the Sophi im- 
mediately; to which was added, a threat to put all to 
the ſword, without reſpect to age, ſex or denomina- 
tion, in caſe of any heſitation or refuſal. 


The ſtreets were inſtantly lined with armed men, the 


n 
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The meſſenger returned in a very ſhort time, with 
an invitation to the commander in chfef, from the So- 
phi, requeſting an interview at the Governor's palace. 


Now there being no ſuch commander, Mercutio 
and Charles inſifted ſtrongly, at firſt, on Kerim's ne- 
phew to appear in that character, as he was comman- 
der in chief of the cavalry z but this he refuſed, ſo that 

at length, by the joint ſolicitations of all the reſt of the 
= -officers, Mercutio was prevailed on to go. He was 
1 met at the gate of the palace by Kerim the Governor 
and moſt of the principal men of the province. 


1 cc Welcome, thrice welcome,” ſaid Kerim, to our 
buero, my dear friend! My brother! Preſerver of 
ls my life! Thanks to the eternal Alla for the preſerva- 
tion of my friend. Where are our other friends? Is 
my ſon ſafe?” Our hero, in as conciſe a manner as 
the nature of the ſubject would admit, informed him of 
the lateſt occurrences at Iſpahan ; the real ſtate of his 
affairs in that quarter, and of the welfare of his ſon 
and other friends, 


Kerim expreſſed his ſatisfaction in the moſt animated 
language, while the ſtrong expreſſion of his countenance 
diſplayed the grateful ſenſations of his heart. 


The reſt of the principal officers were next ſent for, 
who ſoon appeared before their beloved ſovereign, and 
manifeſted the moſt unſeigned ſatisfaction on his reſtora« 
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tion. They, each in his turn congratulated him on the 
fueceſs of his arms. The Perſian commanders attribut- 
ed the late victory ſolely to the valour and diſcipline of 
the legion of infantry; and aſſured his majeſty that the 
royal cavalry muſt inevitably have been routed, had it 
not been for the judicious diſpoſitions, planned by te 
ſuperior 1kill of Auguſtus and his colleagues. 1 


« My worthy friends,” faid Kerim, « Ever ſince 
the event which gave birth to our friendfhip I have ſen- 
| bly felt the weight of the obligations under which 
your generoſity: has laid me; but now I deſpair of ever 
having it in my power te make' any compenſation that 
will bear the ſmalleſt proportion to the accumulated 
load: The life and education of my ſon—My own life, 
my © honour, and my Empire; all theſe do I owe to 
your wiſdom and valour—But why ſhould I recount 
particulars ? Lives there a loyal fubject of mine who 
is not indebted to you for the freedom he this day en- 
joys? But no more of this—I know your generous 
difintereſted _ diſpofitions, and will therefore 1 8 75 
thoſe eſſuſſions, and wave the converſation. 


« Let us ſet our affairs in order here, and return to 
Iſpahan. I am anxious to embrace our dear Augul- 
tus To fold my dear Abbaſs to this breaſt, in all the 
ecſtacy of parental afection. Come my friends, I am 
conſtrained by the urgency of my alairs, to ſolicit 
your advice once more, | 
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he revolted provinces are at preſent in a ſtate of 


the utmoſt confuſion; order muſt be re-eſtabliſhed be- 


fore we can pretend to fit down ſatisſied. Chorazan is 
at preſent without a Governor, conſequently diſcord, 
cruelty, rapine and oppreſhon reign uncontrouled, the 
reduction of this province to order, demands our fiſt 
and principal attention. 


Having given me ſuch powerful aſſiſtance you will 
nor, I truſt, deſert me until, we have ſecured the fruit 
of our labours, beyond a poſſibility of its being wreſted 
from our hands; to reſtore peace and its attendent bleſ- 
fings to my ſubjects, and to prevent the further eſſuſion 
of blood, is our ultimate wiſh : In order to facilitate 
this ſo deſirable an undertaking, I requeſt your advice; 
as I freely confeſs my ſelf embarraſſed, and much at a 
loſs where to begin.“ 


Aſter a long conſultation, it was finally determined 
that Azounkar, ſhould march the cavalry under his 
command, with the addition of one thouſand infantry, 
inveſted with all the powers neceſſary to take poſſethon 
of the governmental reins, in the room and ſtead of 
the traitor Barbaroſſa, and to proclaim through that 
province free pardon to all ſuch as had been actye in 
the late rebellion, on condition of a peaceable return to 
their reſpective abodes by a certain day, and future 
good behaviour; otherwiſe to be put to death as ſoon 
as found, without ceremony. 


* 


96 F@RTUNE'S FOO TRAIL T. 


Order being re-eſtabliſhed in Candahar, Azounkar 
prepared for his march, and after taking an aſſectionate 
leave of his uncle and his brother officers, who expreſſ- 
ed much regret at parting with him, he being no leſs 
an amiable companion than a valiant commander, he 
marched under a diſcharge of/all the ſmall arms. 


'The next day Kerim, with bis friends, Mercutio 
and Charles, ſet out for the capital of the Perſian Em- 
pire. They were met within two leagues of the walls, 
by the loyal inhabitants of that city, with Auguſtus and 
Abbaſs at their head. Nothing could exceed the joy of 
Abbaſs, on feeing and embracing his royal father in 
peace and ſaſety. The loyal citizens, after having 


congratulated their ſoyereign on his ſucceſs, accompa- 
nied him to the palace; then diſperſed with every mark 
of ſatisfaQion, to their reſpective places of abode. 


The troops were encamped without the walls, and 
four days were ſpent in public rejoicing : 'The troops 
were feaſted ſumptuouſly and Kerim diſtributed, with 
his own hands, an equal donation to each ſoldier. 


The day being arrived for the departure of the troops 
drawn from the diſtant provinces, they marched, full of 
gratefu} acknowledgements of the liberality of their ſo- 
vereign, whoſe approbation crowned their victory with 
happineſs, and added freſh verdure to their laurels. 


Abbaſs, who had not left Auguſtus from the time 
E father marched from Candahar, until his return, 
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but, having attended to every plan laid down, and 
every order given by him, with the utmoſt avidity, at is 
not tobe wondered at, if he made a very great improve- 
ment in the military art: This was the caſe, in con- 
ſequence of which, Kerim was tranſported almoſt to 
enthuſiaſm. He could not forbear expreſſing his grati- 
tude in words as well as actions. He conſidered his three 
friends as the ſaviours of his life and reftorers of his 
Empire; he would have loaded them with the moſt 
precious treaſures of the Eaſt : In ſhort, he withed to 
ſpend his days with them, and to that end would have 
ſacrificed the half of his dominions to have retained 
them in Perſia. 


But the period was faſt advancing which was to ſe- 
parate thoſe ſincere friends; Mercutio and Iſabella 
both grew impatient, and panted for the attainment 
of that goal which they had figured to themſelves, as 
the ultimate point of their purſuit. | 


Aſter ſeveral private conſultations held on the ſub- 
5 of their intended route, our hero and his friends de- 
termined on - paſſing through the Rirſhkan territories as 
the ſafeſt, hs . noft expeditious. 


Whien Kerim was apprized of chen defign of fating 
of in the courſe of ten days at fartheſt," he changed c- 
Jour, and penſively ſaid: «© So then we muſt part at 
lat! Has heaven rated me to this exalted pinnacle 
2 of happineſb, with no other deſign than to teach me 

I | VoL, II, 
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* ſubmiſſion, by plunging me ſuddenly ir ta impenetra- 
« ble ſolitude ? Oh that I could deviſe means to ren- 
der any part of the Empire of Perſia ſufficiently 
c agreeable to them, to become their permanent reſi- 
4 dence! Then I might be ſaid to be truly happy Te 
tc enjoy the {weets of unadulterated friendſhip.” 


Then, as if ſuddenly recollecting himſelf: But 


why this ungenerous wiſh, this ſelfiſh defire ? What 


range unaccountable beings does this ſelf- love make 1 
of us! The ſuppoſed object of our love we rule with the 
moſt tyrannical ſway; and at the very moment we 


profeſs the moſt ardent paſſion for, we wiſh to prevent 
the lawful purſuits and even to ſhackle the very ideas of 


that object. Shall ſelf-love diſſolve the ties of ſacred J 4 


friendſhip ? by no means. Mercutio has taught me to by 3 
meet misfortunes with becoming fortitude ; and diſap- f 


pointments with reverential ſubmiſſion; then J will en- od | 
deavour to bid them adieu with cheerfulneſs. Why ſhould 
they forego their own pleaſure to promote mine? Away 


with ſuch ungenerous ſentiments} Am not J indebted 
to them for all my preſent poſſeſſions? Have they not 
treely hazarded their lives in my defence!“ 


Aſter a ſhort pauſe : A pang, however, in de- 
ſpite of reaſon and rectitude, will intrude in the part- 
2— 1 already aatcigate it, but muſt a 


« Let them RA Cad bs to Abbaſs, t to Wen 
che foregoing was addreſſed, < that I aſſent cheerfully, 


1 
4 
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unreſtrained, and that during the ſhort, very ſhort re- 
maining interval, the circumſtance of their departure be 
not ſo much as mentioned until the evening preceding: 
| Diſagreeable tidings are ever premature.——Let us 
fſpend this evening in our garden of 'T'zarbach””® 


The evening was ſpent, as might have been expected, 
mn that kind of rational, ſubſtantial pleaſure, which 

155 nought but unaſſected ſincerity can convey, and real 
> friendſhip experience. Abbaſs, Iſabella and Mercutio 
retired ſometime before the reſt of the company, wha 
remained in Tzarbach till very late. They proceeded 
k 81 flowly to the palace by the light of the moon. The So- 


* 'This is one of the moſt beautiful gardens in the Per- 
dan Empire, and perhaps in the whole world. It is 
one league and a half ſquare, contrived.in ſuch a man- 
ner, that the {mall river Senderuth, divides It into 
four exact ſquares, or quarters; each of which is under 
the higheſt ſtate of cultivation, managed by no leſs than 
twenty-fve gardeners of exquiſite taſte and ſkill,to each 
ſquare. . Inthe centre of the whole, is a baſon of white 
marble ; from the centre of which, a large column of 
water is projected to the height of forty feet. At the 
corner of each ſquare (next the fountain) ſtands a moſt 
ſuperb pavillion; the apartments, decorated with curi- 
ous carved work, richly gilt and furniſhed. Every avenue 
in this ſpacious garden is accommodated with a leſſer 
baſon of marble, which is exceedingly refreſhing ; and 
the o:Joriferous plants with which the walks are lined, 
diffuſe a fragrance over the whole, which is abſolutely 
indeſcribable, and the medicinal plants and herbs every 


where diſperſed, baſfle both deſcrif tion and calcula- 
2 tion. | 
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phi leading the way, conducted them through a long 
avenue, which was terminated by a flight of marble ſteps, 
which led to the Harem, Kerim determined to ſur- 
prize Charles and Auguſtus, with a fight both novel 
and unexpeted ; accordivgly, in conſequence of a pre- 
concerted. Sgnal, given by: the Sophi, (a ſtamp with 
his foot) the folding doors flew open, and diſcovered 
dirty and ſeven females: of different nations, religiahs, 
 Bzes, features and complexions, arrayed in all the 
pop of 1 6 


a Was mates fo len na 
tificial day 3 but not a motion was made, nor a word 
pole, until a nod from Kerim gave bitth to amoſt de- 
lightful vocal concert. It was thoſe females who had 
ſo frequently contributed to their . beforey 


though unſeen. 


13 ſide . was flolen by ſome of i 


thofe hapleſs females, at their new viſitors; who, on 
the other hand, found employment for both eyes andears: 
They had now an opportunity which they had never 
met, nor in all human probability ever were likely to 
meet again, that of obſerving the geftures and emotions 
of this collection of females, ſome of whom where re- 
tained by compulſion, ſome were perfectly pleaſed with 
their ſituation 5 while others appeared overwhelmed 
with a kind of ſtupor, and totally inſenſ ble ofthe wretch- 
e.inefs of their condition. 
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There were to be found among them, the prude, the 
coquette 3 ſome who were perſeclly adepts in the art 
of pleafing (a very neceflary ingredient in the compo- 
 fition of a woman) and all, except two, in that of 
| diffimulation : Theſe two, very ſoon fixed the attention 

” of Charles and Auguflus; who each, unknown to the 
e 4 other, refolved if poſſible, to inform themſelves of their 


F former circumſtances and fituations, as well as the vi- 


9 — migrant! ama 


The concert ended, che took leave of the Sophi 
1 and retired to reſt. | 


When they had reached their apartment, faid Charles, 


. 4 ce TI do notwonder that Kerim complains of the want of 
7 fincerity among his courtiers, and others who ſurround 


his perſon, when I reflect on the abject ſituation of 
all kis ſubjects. They are flayes in ee ; for was the 
throne of Perſia occupied by a monarch of vicious prin- 
ciples (which Kerim is not) they would be completely 
wretched. Yet they live happy, and I may add free, 
merely owing to the natural goodneſs of his heart. He 
3 has beauties here under his roof, who no doubt poſleſs 
IT every qualification neceſſary to reader him happy, if he 
could but be convinced of the propriety of being ata 
tached to one alone: But alas! Senſual gratification, 
and variety, compreheud the fun. of his enjoymend in 
that quarter. 


I 2: 
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J perceived, this evening, in the countenances of 
ſome of thoſe ill-fated creatures, a mixture of reluct- 
ance and remorſe in their apparent endeavours to pleaſe 
the Sophi and us. Did you not obſerve the two who 
fat oppoſite to us, and under the mark of ſerenity, 
betrayed ſymptoms of latent grief (if I miſtake not) 
and when obſerved, were certainly much embarraſſ- 
ed?“ © did,“ replied Avguſtus, “ and though ar- 
bitrary power, under whatever form, was ever my 
bane, my averſion to it, is this evening increaſed in a of 
ten fold proportion. There appeared, to me, ſome- [7 
thing in the air of the two you mention, ſuperior to - 
the reſt, and deſerving of a better fate; and I am 74 
anxious, I know not why, to learn ſomething of their 7 
hiſtory. I am inclined to think they have, like our- E's 
ſelves, been unfortunate, and brought here by force, WM; 
and having no friend to aſſiſt or ranſom them, are | 
compelled to linger out the reſidue of their days in ſis 
lent miſery, divefled of every comfort in this life, ex - 
cept a participation of each others woes in private.“ 


« You have exaclly expreſſed my ſentiments: Tam | | 
reſolved to conſult Mercutio to-morrow, on the means 1 N 
moſt proper to be ee in order to obtain the de- | 
ſired information.” ? | = = 


The next day they acquainted Mercutio with the pre -· 
deding night's adventure, and their remarks thereon, r 
which very much excited his curioſity, and he regret» WWF © 
ted his not being preſent, | 
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They agreed to uſe their mutual endeavours to con- 
vince the Sophi of the abſurdity of expecting, and the 
impoſſibility of finding that pleaſure (which is the ulti- 
mate end of every rational connexion between the ſexes) 
in an alternate cohabitation with a large plurality of wo- 
men, ſuch as have been already deſcribed; and to point 
out the palpable advantages, as well as pleaſures, that 
would neceſſarily reſult from his making choice of one 
ſemale, with whom he might ſhare his bed and throne, | 
his joys and cares; and thus to eradicate, if poſſible, 
thoſe miſtaken ideas, which national prejudice and the 
force of education, had implanted in his breaſt ; and 
which, as a falſe mirror, repreſented every object in 
a wrong Foint of view, and conſequently miſlead his 
judgment. 


This day, a very ſingular ſcene preſented itſelf, which 
had a moſt powerful tendency to promote their intend- 
ed converſion of the  Sophi, in awakening the feelings 
of Kerim; in opening his heart to the dictates of juſ- 
tice and in intereſting his afſections in the cauſe of op- 
preſſed innocence :—An ancient couple, natives of the 
province of Chorazan, appeared at the gate of the pa- 
lace, where, meeting Mercutio, they applied to him to 
procure them admiibon into the preſence of the Sophi, 


Ke immediately acquainted his majeſty with the 
requeſt of the applicants, who deſiring to ſee them, out 
hero conducted chem in, 


- 
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The oenerable pair immediately profirated themſelves 
before Kerim, and burft into tears. The Sophi or- 
dered them to riſe and inform him of the cauſe of their 

emotion. They obeyed, and the man, after a ſhore 


pauſe, addreſſed the monarch in the following terms: 


ee Moft gracions Kerim! You now behold before 


you a man who has waſted the prime of his youth, and 
ſtrength of his manhood, in defence and ſupport of the 
royal throne of Perſia. The fincerity of my attach- 
ment to the intereſt of your royal father, is not altoge- 
ther unknown to you, oh Kerim! 


„When worn down with age, and unable to render 
any further ſervice to my prince and country in the 
field, I retired to the province of my nativity, in order 


to ſpend the refidne of my days on my own paternal 
eſtate.— drank large draughts of happineſs in the en- 


dearing company and converſation of my dear Zobeide, 
and one dear chill—a daughter.“ Tears, in rapid 


ſucceſſion, deſcended down his venerable cheeks—be 


recovered—* Gracious Prince?” heexclaimed, * par- 
don the weakneſs of a poor old man, an unfortunate 


father! 

© When the rebel Barbaroſſa, cauſed himſelfto be pro- 
claimed Shah of Perha, I abhorring ſuch rebellious 
proceedings, refuſed my aſſent and aſſiſtance at his 
mock inauguration 3 Which has brought down lus ven · 
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geance on my devoted head, and has completely deſo—- 
lated wy late ſmall but ORE ye 


ce In order FD Come: of Ace eſſects of 
this moſt unnatural rebellion, -I immediately wrote to 
thee, Oh Kerim, a letter containing a minute deſcrip- 
tion of the face of aſſairs in Chorazan, that you 
might have it in your power to aveid the impends = 
ing ſtorm.” 


&* Gracious Alla! exclaimed the Sophi=<<< art thou 
Mahumed ??? The very ſame,” replied: the old mans 
Kerim embraced him with ardor. „ Welcome, re- 
nowned Mahomed art thou to me- But I interrupt 
* proceed.” | ; 


* A from your royal court, an emmiſſary from 
Bar baroſſa, who was here when the letter arrived, and 
cofttrived to inform himſelf of the general contents, 
purſued my ſervant, and ſeizing him ſuddenly, bound: 
him on a camel, and firaightway: conveyed: him to the 
rebel chief, who tortured him in the moſt cruel manner, 
in order to extort a diſcovery of the perfor who had 
wrote the letter; but witheut &feA : The faithſul 
creature, choſe rather to expire under the moſt exeru- 
ciating torments (which he finally did) than betray a 
maſter who had placed a confidence in him, and whom 
he loved as a father. 


i3 
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„„The well known attachment I had ever manifeftes 


to the royal houſe of Shah Kerim, was no ſecret to 
Barbaroſfa. He fixed his ſuſpicion on me, and de- 
termined to ruin me at allevents. | 
. « Aware of my vba rents known and reſpec- 
ed, by all the inhabitants of Herat ; he coward- like 
reſolved to proſecute his revenge N | 

« One evening, returning from the Moſque to my 
houſe, I received a ſtroke on the RR which 1 
me ſenſeleſs on the — 


e How long I remained in this ſituation, or how I was 
treated until I recovered my ſenſes, I know not. I 
found myſelf immured in a humid, dark and noiſome 
dungeon. I rectived as much rice and water as ſup- 
ported life, but heard not the human voice; nor ſaw 
the light of day, until the arrival of Azounkar : But 
neither the want of light, food or liberty were held in 
any competition by me, with the dreadful mortification 
I endured in being deprived of the conſolating company 
of my dear Zobe ide, and that of my enchanting Zayde, 
the only pledge of our reciprocal aſſection. All this, 
however, was felicity, compared with the agony of 
mind which I have conſlantly endured ever ſince I was 
liberated. 


« Tn the ſame hour that I was ſeized, a poſſe of re- 
bels ſurrounded my houſe, and, after ſtopping the 
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mouth of my dear Zobeide, tript it of every thing va- 
Jluable, and, oh torture! my lovely Zayde! ever 


ſince my liberation I have been ſeeking her, and but 


two days ago was informed, that when the rebels were 
overthrown, ſhe was taken by Solim Abbaſi (the 


atrocious villain who took my ſervant, and was the 


cauſe of all the miſery I ever experienced) to the dif- 
tant province of Adribeitzan, where he has a number of 
ſriends. 


« ] know her ſoul is rent with anguiſh, if even no- 
thing worſe than our ſeparation has taken place, and 
the diſtance is. ſo great, that, fatigued as we are, it is 
next to impoſſible for us to perform the journey, and 
if we even could, it is more than probable the villain 


would find means to elude our vigilance, or, if found, 


would perhaps but inſult our miſery. 1 

This O Kerim! is the ſum of my diftreſs, and, con- 
fiding in Four well known benevolence and juſtice, I 
have preſumed to lay my grievances before you, in full 
aſſurance of obtaining redreſs.” 


« Yes,” ſaid the monarch, „and ample redreſs you 


ſhall have.” | He then gave orders to a vigilant officer, 


to march with a company of horſe, immediately, and 


to 228 Selim Abbaſi, with all his houſhold, to Iſpa- 
han, wy all poſſible ſpeed. 


46 Mabumed, * ſaid he, * you will remain in our 
pc until they return, you ſhall be accommodated 


e 
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abominable ſcoundrel, who would flick at nothing to 


the will of their tyrants is never thought of, 


406 
wich every thing neceſſary while you flay here, and 
when you chooſe to depart, I will reward your loyalty, 
by rendering you as affluent as you were before this 
misfortune happened ; and if you have a mind to ſpend 
the remainder of your days in Ifpahan, I will eſtabliſh 
you to your ſatisfaction you ſhall ever have a particu- 
lar place in my eſteem: In the mean time, make your - 
{elf as eaſy as poſſible, matters may not be ſo deſpe- 
rate as they appear; your daughter may yet be reſtor - 
ed to you in ſafety.” 
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'The conference broke up, and Kerim gave orders to 
his chief Eunuch, to accommodate the renerable Ma- 
e in the beſt manner . 


The 6 a turn in the garden, Mercutio 
and his friends followed. The diſcourſe turned on the 
diſtreſſes of Mahumed. Kerim reprobated, in the 
Arongeſt terms, the proceedings of the traitorous il. 
lain, who had been the caufe of them, and ſympathet!- 
cally deplored his loſs of property; bat expreſſed no 
concern about that of his daughter, nor about the pro- 
bable conſequences of her being foreed away by an 


obtain the gratification of his laſt and revenge: So pre- 
valent is the ĩ lea of compulſion with regard to females 
among the votaries of Matomet, that their\conſent to 
much leſs 


ſought. 
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Mercutio took this opportunity of expatiating largely 
In the abſurdity, as well as injuſtice, of forcing the 
inclinations of a woman. « Your majeſty is fully 
ſenſible, that if a man is not faithful to his prince by in · 
clination, it is morally impoſſible to ſecure his fidelity 
by force: It is true, he may be compelled to render 
ſome ſervices, however contrary to his will; but even 
theſe will inevitably ceaſe, whenever a relaxation of 
the compulſive power occurs. How widely different 
are the ſervices ſo extorted, from thoſe which flow 
from a ſincere deſire to pleaſe z which are performed 
voluntarily, void of any kind of compulſion or re- 
ſtraint.“ 


« Your obſervation is certainly juſt,” replied the So- 
Thi, © but I am not convinced that the ſimile will 
equally apply to females ; however, we will diſcourſe 
further on the ſubject this evening, and if you can by 
pure dint of reaſon, demonſtrate the impropriety of a 
cuſtom ſo long, and ſo univerſally eſtabliſhed in all the 
eaſtern nations, I ſhall readily ſubmit.” | 


In the evening, Auguftus hinted to the Sophi, the 
deſire of Mercutio to be admitted into the Harem. 
« His curioſity ſhall be gratified,” ſaid he, „ for I 
neither can nor will refuſe him any favor in my power 
to grant.” 'They were juſt then joined by Mercutio 
and Charles. Well, my friends,” ſaid Kerim, „1 
am glad of your company, at this time particularly, 
as I feel anxious to renew the converſation with Mer- 
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cutio: My mind has been exerciſed, ſince morning, 
in an unuſual manner, ſeveral! circur#ſtances have been 
preſented to my imagination, which never exiſted there 
before, and which L wiſh to have placed in prop er 
Points of view; but we will Cefer the matter until Ab- 
baſs, (who rode without the walls for exerciſe,) returns, 
in order that he may improve by our converſation : In- 
the interim, I will intro luce you into my Harem, 
Mercutio has never ſeen the variety of beauties which 
it contains, neither has any man ever been admitted, 
myſelf and the Eunuchs who have the care of the wo- 
men, excej ted.“ 


He then conducted them into his repoſitory of ſe- 
male ſlaves, who in a ſhort time male their appearance, 
and having received their inſtructions from the Eunuch, 
who introduced them, began to ling as before. 

Mercutio and his friends paid very little attention 
to the harmony, they remarked the countenances of 
the whole, an! Mercutio very readily diſtinguiſhed the 
two who had been ſo particularly noted by his friends 
before. 


The Sophi at length gave the females a ſignal to with- 
draw, after which he aſked Mercutio his opinion of the 
performance, and beauty of his women, who anſwer- . 
ed, that, in his judgment, their voices were exceedingly 
melodious, and their perſons, generally, were not in- 
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Ferior to any that had come under his obſervation in any 
country. 


The evening being remarkably fine, the Sophi pro- 
poſed ſpending an hour or two in the gardens, where 
they were ſoon joined by Abbaſs, who informed his 
father, that he had juſt received a letter from his kinſ- 
man, Azounkar : By this they learnt that the daughter 
of Mahumed had juſt returned to Herat, and after hav- 


ing uſed her utmoſt diligence to diſcover the retreat of 
her parents, without ſucceſs, had applied to him for 


intelligence, and finding he was not able to give any ac- 
count of them, ſhe was on the point of deſtroying her- 
ſelf, but was prevented. When her phrenzy had ſub- 
ſided, he interrogated her concerning thoſe violent emo- 
tions; ſhe related the circumſtances of her having been 
ſeized and torn from the arms of her mother, by Se- 
lim Abbaſi, adding, that ſhe had been conveyed to a 


great diſtance, on horſeback, ſurrounded entirely by. 


armed horſemen; and that ſhe bad been kept a cloſe 
Priſoner ever ſince, until ſome days ago, when ſhe had 
he good fortune to eſcape from her confinement, 


Tuis villain having repeatedly attempted to win 
her to his embraces, ſometimes by flattery, at others 


by threats, and finding all his art inſufficient to precure ' 


the gratification of his luſt, he at length determined on 
force, and with that intent entered the room where ſhe 


vas confine.!, Finding her averſion ſtronger than ever, 


Are wa Jagger from his ſaſh, ſearing by Makomet, if 
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ſhe reſiſted his will any longer, he would ſheathe it in 
her heart. The ſenſe of her unhappy ſituation deprived 
her of reaſon for ſome time. When ſhe recovered, 
ſhe burſt into tears and he taking advantage of her con- 
fuſion, ſeized her in his arms and carried her to a couch, 
in ſpite of her ſtruggles, in order to accompliſh his vile 
purpoſe by main force, and would certainly have ſuc- 
eceded, had not her eye caught the dagger, and, be - 
liev ing her ruin inevitable, reſolutely ſeized and plung- 
ed it into his heart. Half diſtraQed with grief and hor- 
ror, ſhe aroſe, and with the reeking inſtrument of death 
in her hand, reſolved to explore a paſſage, or ſacrifice 
her life in the attempt. She was met on the ſlair- caſe 
by an old Eunuch, who had been her jailer, he at- 
tempted to intercept her flight; but ſhe fearleſs as the 
tygreſs, gave him a mortal wound, as ſhe ſuppoſed, 
and left him in the ſame grovelling poſture, with his in- 
famous maſter : Then preſſing towards the outer door, 
ſhe opened it and ruſhed forth, penetrated with all the 
horrors which ſuch a train of circumſtances muſt have 
naturally inſpired. 


Mere accident, as it ſhould ſeem, directed her inte 
the direct road to Herat, and after a few days, arrived 
in her native city, ſorely fatigued, and under great de- 
Preſſion of ſpirits. 


He further added, that it appeared to him likely, 
that Mahumed would ſhape his courſe for Iſpahan, 
and, if that ſheuld be the eaſe, requeſted his uncle te 
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cauſe the earlieſt intelligence to be tranſmitted to him, 
as he was apprehenſive his daughter would take ſome 
opportunity to end her days by violent means, if ſhe 
did not hear ſome news of her parents very ſhortly. 


— 
- 


4 Gracious Alla!“ exclaimed Kerim, © what an atro- 
cious villain has here met his juſt reward ! a villain of 
the moſt unjuſt and obdurate kind! who, fo far from 
being content with the ruin of that honorable and vir- 
tuous charaQer, her father, would have imbrued his 
hands in the blood of his innocent, unoffend ing daugh- 
ter, merely for refuſing the embraces of her father's 
mortal enemy.“ 


.Mahumed was then ſent for, and the welcome tid- 
ings of his daughter announced to him. 


cc Thanks to the immortal Alla! exclaimed he in 
extaſy : Thou haſt been graciouſly pleaſed to hear and 
grant the ardent deſires of my heart, which I have un- 
ceaſingly poured out before thee, for the preſervation 
of a dear and only child, ever ſince ſhe has been ſo cru- 
elly ſeparated from my protecting arms! Bleſſings at- 
tend the noble Azounkar ! May the immortal Prophet, 
whom all the faithful continually ſerve, ſhower down 
his choicelt bleſſings on the head of the benevolent, the 
beloved Kerim! With a heart diſtended with joy and 
gratitude, I will now take my de; arture from If, ahan. 
My beloved Zobeide is yet ignorant of the joyful infor» 
mation.—T haſten to remove the load of diſtreſs which 


ſorely oppreſs the tendereſt of boſoms. 
1 


% 
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To- motrow we will ſet out for Herat; I already 
anticipate the renewed pleaſure of claſping my dear 
Zayde to this breaſt, and of intermingling, with hers, 
my tears of joy. May Kerim live and reign, long an 
happily over a loyal people! And when it ſhall pleaſe 
the great Alla, to tranſlate him to thoſe regions of eter- 
nal felicity, which he has appointed for the reception 
of the virtuous, mayeſt thou, O Abbaſs ! dignify the 
Perſian dia dem, by acts of benevolence and virtue: 
The ſcourge and terror of traĩtors; and the boaſt and 
glory of every loyal Perſian !”? 


Thus, the venerable Mahumed, frauglit with loyalty 
and gratitude, and on the impatient wing of expecta- 
tion, was on the point of ſetting out on the inſtant, had 
mot the Sophi prevented him. „ Mahumed,” fail 
Kerim, you muſt not leave us thus. Your loyal 
ſervices rendered to our whole houſe, as well as your 
undeviating rectitude of conduct in private life, are not, 
cannot be forgotten: A ſure, though late, reward 
awaits your fidelity. 


The journey to Herat is long and toilſome, and 

I wiſh to ſee your daughter reſtored to you, I will diſ- 
patch a faithful ſervant to our beloved kinſman Azoun- 
kar, with our orders to receive and conduct her hither 
with ſpeed and ſafety, ſhe will be here in much leſs 
time than it would take you to go there. Go comfort 
thy Zobeide, and abide with us until thy daughter ax- 


* 
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rives : Thou ſhalt experience that regard which thy no- 
ble actions have merited.” 


The venerable Perſian, overwhelmed with a ſenſe of 
the Sophi's munificence, was unable to reply for fome 
minutes, then, as if recovering from a lethargy, ex- 
claimed Ves, generous Kerim! Soul of thy illuſtri- 
ous predeceſſor! I am reſolved, if my daughter is re- 
ſtored, J will remain in Iſpahan until the angel of death 
ſhall preſs his chilling finger on my eye-lids.—I haſte 
to inform my beloved Zobeide of the ſafety of her 
child.“ 


When Mahumed had withdrawn, Kerim was very 
liberal of his encomiums on the great actions, and in- 
vincible fidelity of the goo1 old man, and expreſſel 
much ſatisfaction at having prevailed on him to remain 
in Iſpahan. He immediately iſſued the neceſſary or- 
ders, for the expreſs to Herat: This commiſſion was 
given to a well tried officer, whoſe honour was un- 
doubted. * What,” ſaid Kerim to Mercutio, “ do 
you think of the con luct of this old man's Caughter 2? 
% think ſhe acted perfectly right,” replie our hero, 
cc for there was no alternative; her life, or what was 
of infinitely more conſequence, her virtue, was at 
fake; and, hal ſhe aQe:l otherwiſe, one or the other 
ſhe muſt have ſurrendered ; but by employing the means 
which were providentially placed within her reach, 
ſhe bravely preſerved both, at the ſame time that ſhe 
nd the world of an unſeeling, treacherous villain z and 
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I am alſo of opinion, that if half the pains were ta- 
ken to inſti] into the female part of the world, a proper 


notion of chaſlity, and a nice ſenſe of female delicacy, 5 


as there are to implant in the minds of the other ſex the 
moſt exalted ideas of military valour, female fortitude 
would become formidable, ſeduction more difficult, and, 
conſequently, leſs frequent. 


« T know,” continued he, * that local prejudices 
-are hard to ſurmount, which is a very weighty obſtacle 
to the acceptation of any principles, however liberal, 
il conſidered as oppoling thoſe prejudices. It is next 
to impoſſible, for a perſon bred in a land of univerſal 
liberty, where every idea of arbitrary power, or con- 
ſtraint of lawful, rational inclination is obliterated as 
| ſoon as conceived, to convey a juſl ſenſe of the propri- 
ety of the cuſtoms of his own country, into the mind of 
a perſon, whoſe whole mole of education has been 
calculated to inſpire him with ſentiments diametrically 
.oppolite ; whoſe political creed is (by the mere force 
of education, for no man in a ſtate of nature ever en- 
tertained ſuch ideas) uncontrouled dominion and free- 
dom of ſpeech and ſentiment to the very few, who by 
hereditary ſucceſs or conqueſt, acquire power; and the 
: moſt implicit obedience and abject ſubmithon of opinion 
in the many, who are too weak or too ſervile, to op- 
poſe ſuch an unjuſt and unreaſonable cuſtom. 


Let us for a moment advert to firſt principles, that 
is, let us take a view of man in his natural ſtate, Here 
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we find him perſectly free in the exerciſe of all his fa- 

culties, mental and corporal : The great author of 
his exiſtence himſelf, has impoſed no conſtraint on 

any of his thoughts, words or actions, but ſuch as are 

unreaſonable, unjuſt and ungenerous, all which muſt 
have a tendency to deſtroy his own happineſs. Hence 
we muſt ſee and acknowledge that the principal de- 
ſign of the Creator in calling man into exiſtence, was to 
render him happy: This is ſufficiently proved by his 
permitting him to employ all lawful, and rational 
means, in the ſearching for and ſecuring it; and pro- 
hibiting the performance of any and every action which 
might in its conſequences obſtruct him in the purſuit. 


cc As it is impoſſible to divide or ſeparate the human 
Frecies, without deſtroying the whole viſible creation, 
we muſt naturally infer, that woman was inveſted with 
the ſame, or ſimilar privileges, and, being palpably 
intended for an aſſiſtant (not ſlave) to man, in the 
preſervation of the ſpecies, and in procuring the ne- 
eeſſaries of life ; moſt undoubtedly was defigned to 
be a partaker with him in that happineſs, which the 
Creator allotted him, an1 on the ſame conditions; 
this granted, it is clear, that no power on earth has 


a right to deprive her of thoſe privileges ſo long as ſhe 
remains virtuous, nor to ſubject her to the will of any 
man, without her own conſent. Woul4 it not be look- 
ed on as a moſt unſufſerable act of tyranny in any prince 
or other ſupreme power, to enact a law ſubjecting the in- 
clination and purſuits of theſubject to the caprice of ſuch, 
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as by flratagem or force could get him into their power? 
Would not the whole world combine, and juſtly too, to 
aboliſh ſuch an abonimable edict? And ſhall we, who 
turn with horror from ſuch flagrant injuſtice, with re- 
ſpe to one part of the human ſpecies, under ſanction 
of a law too, ſhall we, I ſay, exerciſe a far more tyran- 
nical ſway over the other, and that the moſt beautiful 
and defenceleſs part, and which, if treated with ten- 
derneſs and juſtice, is capable of aſorling us more 
pleaſure than all the reſt of the creation put together? 
Shall we deprive ourſelves of the moſt delightful in- 
tercourſe on earth, merely in compliance with a vile 
cullom, which reduces us to a level with the brute 
beaſts that roam uncontrouled' through the flocks and 
-herds, ſubjeQing all thoſe of inferior ſtrength to them- 
 {klves?” 


| 
| 
| 
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ee My dear friend,” ſail Kerim, „It was not til! 
very lately that I ever devoted one moment te reflection 
on this ſubject, and until now I never ſaw it in the point 
of view wherein you have juſtly placed it, andT muſt 
do you the juſtice to confeſs, that your reaſoning has 
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inſpired me with ſuch a turn of thinking, as I never 
hall before, and, I am firmly of opinion, I never ſhovl! 
have acquired, hal I been deprived the hap} ineſs cf 
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ſeeing you: My conviction is nearly completed, but, 
do you think there exiſts any real difference between a 
force. embrace, an] that which is me reſult of mutua 
eonſent ? 
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As muchas between light and darkneſs ! Your 


majeſty, no doubt, remembers, that; in a converſation, 


you intimated to me your diflike to the diſguiſe con- 
ſtraint which you perceived in the behavior of the moſt 
of thoſe who were near your perſon; their ſpeeches, 
your majeſty obſerved, were ſtu liel, and of courle dry 


and vapid. Your majeſty added, that by the double 


dealing of theirs, you were Ceprivel cf one; rinci;al 
ingreuient in the happineſs of lite, namely, unreſſrain- 
ed converſation, wherein the ſentiments of the heart 
are communicated without dühlmulation or reſerve. 


« Your majeſty may alfo remember, that y6u had- 


taken much pains to inſ. ire them with neceſſary con- 
dence, in order to procure that | leafure, wllich you 
ſoun] was not to be obtained without. 


«« The caſe is ſimilar to the much deſtred correſ, on- 
gence with the fair ſex : It would be juſt as rational to 
attempt to incorjorate water wit oil, as to expect 


bncerity from a woman who knows ſhe is Ce: rived of 


ker liberty for no other purpoſe than to miniſter to the 


luſis of one, who ſo far from entertaining the leaſt re- 


gard for her, that independent of the gratification of 


his grroſs, ſenſual appetite, conſiders her as ſcarcely 
ſuperior to a quadruped : Inſtead of a thouſand in.e- 
ſeribable graces, peculiar to her ſex, which, when ju- 
diciouſly employed as auxiliaries, ſelllom fail to ſoften 
the moſt unſuſceptible hearts, and itivate the greateſt 
conquerrors: She ſuppreſſes every intruding Charm 3 
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not a word, a motion, or even a glance of her eye, 
but is calculated to inſpire the moſt diſguſting ideas, 


carefully avoiding every motion that might have a 


contrary eſſect. Love 1s not, like youth and beauty, to 


be purchaſed by riches and honours : It muſt and will 
be free, it is incapable of confinement or reſtraint, and 


gathers ſtrength in a tenfold proportion to the oppoſi- 
tion of his progrels. 


cc True it is, that even in England, I hare knows 
women, ſo dazzled by the glare of riches and titles, 
that they have ſurrendered themſelves into the arms of 
men, whom they heartily deſ, iſed; who were not- 
withſtan ling ſo blind as to ſuppoſe, that it was the 
love of their perſons which had ca;tivated the alec- 
tion of their ladies; when the money was the only 
object: But I never knew a couple of this deſcription, 
but were miſerable the reſt of their lives. It is mo- 
rally im oſlible for a woman to divide her aſections 
equally between twa men; and as much ſo for a man 
to love a phurality of women at the ſame time, and 
as we are more tenacious in matters of this kind than 


In any other concernment of life, the bare idea of a di- 


viſion of that tenderneſs which is the ſource an ſupport 
of the intercourſe between the ſexes ; and of which noth- 
ing leſs than the undivided whole can fatisfy, is ſuſh- 
cient, of itſelf, to elevate the pallions to a degree of 
madneſs, and to deſtroy every degree of confidence 
between the parties. 


iu, wo 


FORTUNES YO OT-BATL H. 


ee It is the height of abſurdity for a man to ſeize on, 
and confine a young creature, and to expect her to 
contribute to his own happineſs without firſt rendering 
her happy, which is only to be done by permitting her 
to think for herſelf, and act as ſhe pleaſes ; by convinc- 
ing her that he loves her for herſelf, and .indepen- 
dently of all the reſt of her ſex ; ſuch diſintereſted 
conduct would inſpire her with confidence in his ſin- 
cerity; that confidence is the baſis of friendſhip will 
readily be granted; and that the tranſition from friend- 
ſhip to love is eaſy, will not be denied. 


ce Tf theſe ſew broken hints were ſeriouſly examined, 
all prejudices laid aſide, and fair play given to the natu- 
ral feelings and dictates of common ſenſe, the Se- 
raglio of Achmet, would ſoon be purged of its boaſt- 
ed beauties, and that monarch would enjoy infinitely 
more pleaſure in the converſation of one, who ſhould 
remain voluntarily, than he now does in the forced ob- 
ſequiouſneſs of the numerous. female haves, who wait 
his nod and deſpiſe him. 


« I perceive your drift,” ſaid Kerim; © you would 
inſinuate that I 3s well as the Grand Seignior, by di- 
velling myſelf of the prejudice of education, would 
readily perceive the propriety of adopting a plan of 
conduct ſimilar to that, which, by pointing out its 
contraſt, as you have juſt done, and proved to 
be the moſt proper method of ſecuring my own hap- 


pineſs; great part of which would be derived from a 
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eonſciouneſs of having contributed to that of thoſe: fe- 
males, who may pant. to return to their friends and 
country; and in a firm confidence in the attachment 
of ſuch as might chooſe to remain. But, my dear 


Friend, you ſeem not to be ſufficiently aware of a circum- 


ſtance which, under the new eſtabliſhment, would be 
of great. moment to me in the realizing thoſe ſcenes 
of bliſs which you have pointed in ſuch gtowing colours, 
Tt might ſo happen that all might chooſe to depart ; 
or if any remained by choice, they might not poſſeſs 
qualifications. to ſuit me: How am I to proceed in 
either of theſe caſes? You have by removing one 
evil introduced another. 


That apparent evil is no obſtacle, and, when the Fs} 
matter is viewed in its proper light, will vaniſh inſtan:- 
ly. Only reflect one moment, how many noble {a- WM 
milies in the Perſian empire would conſider, as the 


- moſt ſupreme honour that could poiſibly be conferre. 
©n them, an alliance with their ſovereign. By mak- 


ing a choice of this nature, without the leaſt ſhadow of 
compulſion or arbitrary power, your majeſty will eſlec- 
tually ſecure all that happineſs which I have been de- 
ſcribing, and which cannot be obtained by any other 
means. 5 


&« I yield,” ſaid the noble Kerim. Your arguments, 
though diametrically oppoſite to the principles in which 
I have been educated, are nevertheleſs founded in 
teaſon and juſtice, and cannot fail to enforce convic- 
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tion when attended to without prejudice, therefore I 
cannot withhold my acquieſcence. 


% From this day forward, I ſhall conſider every 
human being, male and female, as proceeding from 
the ſame Omnipotent hand which gave exiſtence to all 
and, of courle, entitled to the common rights of all. 


3 If any or all the females of my Harem deſire their diſ- 


miſſion, I will not only give orders for their enlarge- 
ment, but will alſo furniſh them with the neceſſary 
means of returning to their reſpective countries and 
connections immediately. "To-morrow I will begin 
this work of reformation, a work that will aſtoniſk 
the whole world, and as you, (to Mercutio,) have 
clearly convinced me of the propriety of ſuch a mea- 
ſure, I requeſt you and your friends to attend, and 
be witneſs to the firſt fruits of that conviftion.” « 


ce Excellent prince !”” exclaimed ex ery voice. © This 
fingle act of yours, will immortalize your royal name 
more than the moſt glorious victory you ever yet ob- 
tained : You have now gained a victory indeel ! A 
victory without bloodſhed ! A victory over your ow 
pa ons and prejudices ! 
| . | 
“ This noble reſolution will entail bleffings en your 
royal progeny, will inſpire your ſubjects with (if poſſi» 
ble) a ſlill greater reverence . for your ſacred perſon, 
an! will eſtablih your majeſty in a Kate of Felicity to 
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which the illiberal and licentious part of mankind 
is totally eſtranged.” 


The night being far advanced, they retired-to reſt, 
promiſing themſelves abundance of ſatisfaction the: en- 
ſumg day. 


The next morning, they found the Sophi uncom- 
monly cheerful, and converſing on the propoſed bu- 
Fneſs of the day; he informed them that the number 
of his women was ſeventeen, natives of almoſt as ma- 
ny countries, viz. two from Ruſta, one from Den- 
mark, one from Pruſha, two from Spain, two from 
France, fix from difſerent provinces of Perſia, one 
from Conſtantinople and two from England. 

ce The two laſt mentioned,” ſaid he, © I have en- 
deavoured by all the means in my power to inſpire 
with ſentiments agreeable to my own wiſhes ; but in 
in, and I candidly aſſure you all, that if it ſhould hap- 
ren to be the choice of either of them to remain here, I 
will take her to my arms this day and make her joint 
fartner in my bed and throne. But I have no hope of 
this being the caſe ; fora ſettled melancholy preys on 
their minds, and it ſeems A, M they found a degree of 
pleafure in indulging ig! erer, there is at leaſt 
a pothbility, that when they are acquainted with my 
real wiſhes, matters may take a favorable turn, 
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xtT have this morning informed them all by the 
mouth of my ſon (I choſe toemploy him in this buſi- 
neſs, in order to impreſs the circumſtance on his mind 
ſo as it might not be eaſily eradicated) of my intentions, 
and the reſult is, they all begged to be- diſmiſſed ex- 
cept the lady from Spain and one of the Perſians, whom 
I would willingly diſmiſs alſo ; (the two from England 
believing the whole to be a falſehood, have given ne 
e | 


Tf lhe of the Engliſh ladies can be prevailed 
on to accept ſuch oflers as I am ready to make, I will 
ſend them away and in purſuance of your advice, 
will look out for a female of an honorable family, 
with whom I may hope for that happineſs which you 
have aſſurred me ĩs to be found, 1 in the traded adlec- 
tions of one only.“ 


Mercutio felt a ſtrong inclination to converſe with 
his fair country-women : He communicated his de- 
fire to Kerim, who immediately gave orders to an 
Eunuch to conduct them to a private apartment, for 
that purpoſe : His order was inſtantly obeyed, and 
our hero flew on the wings of curiofity to meet them. 


On being admitted, he approached them in a reſpect- 
ful manner, and, ſaluting them in their own language, 
requeſted them to baniſh their ſurprize; informed them 
chat his only motive for requeſting the favor of the in- 


terview, was merely for the happineſs of a ſew minutes 
| 2 
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converſation, and begged them to conſider him as a 
perſon much intereſted in their welfare : He imme- 
diately diſcovered them to be the ſame who had, more 
than all the reſt, attrated the notice of himſelf and 
his friends, in the Harem. 


They were aſtoniſhed at ſuch a prelude, and were 


unable to form a conjeclure of its leading object; and 

for ſome moments remained filent. Reflecting, how- 
ever, on their ſituation, they conceive.| his profeſhons 
to be founded in artifice, and only calculated to throw 
them off their guard, and to inveigle them into a com- 
pliance with the deſires of the Sophi, whom they 
conſidered in no other light than as a libidinous tyrant, 
who wiſhed to rifle them of that treaſure which they 
were determined to preſerve unpolluted, though at 
the hazard of their lives, 


They returned his ſalute with a kind of diſtant civi- 
lity, and one of them informed him, that their virtue 
had been ſufficiently tampered with without ſucceſs, 
« which,” aid ſhe, © renders any further attempt to ſe- 
duce us unneceſſary; therefore you may inform the 
tyrant who employed you to negcciate this infamous 
buſineſs for him, that artifice will avail nothing ; that 
he need not expect to carry his point by ſtratagem, 
and that force will be equally ineſſectual, as we are 
getermined not to ſurvive the loſs of our honour,” 


— 


te 
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This rebuff delivered with an air of triumph, ſhook 
the confidence of Mercutio : however, by the ferven- 
cy of his reply, he ſoon diſpelle1 their doubts of his 
ſincerity z their countenances brightened, and my 
liſtened to him with manifeſt pleaſure. 


They diſcourſed with freedom, and he convinced 
them of the ſincerity of the Sophi's proflex of diſmiſſing 
all his females ; recited the particulars of his late con- 
verſalion with him, and the reſolution he had formed 
in conſequence. 


This information inſpired the young ladies with new 
life; their eyes emitted new rays of ſatisfaction as 
he ſnoke, and they became almoſt frantic with gra- 
titule. They embraced him alternately, ſtyling him 
their deliverer, the preſerver of their honour, and in the 
moſt emphatical terms, requeſted him to take themunder 
his protection. 


After liſtening with ecſtaſy to thoſe tender eſſuſions of 


gratitude, and having aſſured them of ample protection, 


he entreated them to inform him what accident had 
reduced them to their preſent ſituation. 


The lady who had firſt addreſſed him, immediate- 
ly began the following narration : 


« Liverpeol is the lace of my nativity, where, at 


ten years of age, I experienced the loſs of the beſt of 


mothers, my papa, diſconſolate with Kis loſs, reſoly- 
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ed never to marry a ſecond time, therefore ſent to 


Bath for his ſiſter, a maiden lady, to manage his do- 
meſtic allairs, until I ſhould arrive at years of maturity. 


«« My dear aunt was fo extremely kind and tender, 
that my grief for the loſs I had ſuſtained, was in a ſhort 
time almoſt obliterated. I was placed at a boarding 
ſchool ſoon after my aunt arrived, where I was viſited 
by my papa or my aunt once a fornight, during my 
ſtay there. Having received ſuch an education as was 
conſidered adequate to my ſex and expectations, I re- 
turned to town, and my days rolled on happily for two 
years. At length, however, it pleaſed God to call my 
good aunt from this ſtage of care and anxiety ; by which, 
much regretted circumſtance, I became poſſeſſed of ſe- 
ven thouſand pounds in the funds, and an annuity of 
three hundred per annum. 


« A few months aſter my aunt's deceaſe, my papa 
Having occaſion to tranſact ſome aſſairs in Holland, 
where his immediate preſence was abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry, he left me to chooſe whether I would go and reſide 
with a diſtant relation in Briſtol, or accompany him 
in his voyage. I choſe the latter without heſitation. 


* 


* In Amſterdam I formed an acquaintance with my 
companion, which ſoon ripened into a reciprocal friend- 


ſhip that has been gaining ſtrength every day ſince. 


e My papa, well acquainted with her brother, Mr. 
Wilcox, took fodgings in his houſe, where, after having 
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ſettled his allalrs, to my unſpeakable grief, he was at- 
tacked by a malignant fever and kind of influenza, 
which in the courfe of ſix weeks made me fatherleſs. 


ce In the early part of his illneſs, he made his will, 
appointing Mr. Wilcox his principal executor, and be- 
fides conſtituting him his ſpecial attorney, to recover 
ſeveral rents and ſums of money not diſpoſed of by will. 


— 


J remained with Miſs Wilcox and brother, who 


were in expectation of the arrival of their parents in 


Holland, when they intended to embark for England, 
whither I expeQted to accompany them; but an unfor- 
tunate circumſtance took place, which deſtroyed all our 
hopes, and was the cauſe of our being reduced to the 
ſhocking ſituation in which you have found us ; but as 
the latter part of the narrative more immediately relates 
to Miſs Wilcox, ſhe will relate the particulars.” 


The other lady then began as follows :— 


er Miſs Sydney has informed you, Sir, that our inti- 
macy coramenced in Amfterdam : Though this is the 
caſe, I am not a native of Holland. Florence is the 
place of my nativity, where left my father and mother, 
beſid es a dearly beloved ſiſter with her huſband, an En- 
gliſhman, who is as dear to my parents as either of my 


brothers. 


& My father is a native of Great- Britain, my mother 
of Florence, where he has been a reſident more than 
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thirty years, and purſues the mercantile buſineſs, in 


which few merchants have been more ſucceſsful, as his 
correſpondence is fixed on the moſt extenſive ſcale ; he 
has ſeveral ſhips at ſea—my eldeſt brother commands 
one of them, in which he trades to the Levant ; and the 
other has been my father's factor in Amſterdam, ſeveral 
years : When he left Florence, I accompanied and re- 
mained with him until about fix months ago. 


re Tt is now about a year ſince, a young gentleman, 
a native of Scotland, named Cameron, arrived in Am- 
Kerdam, and took lodgings in the houſe adjoining ours. 


e As Mr. Cameron and my brother were engaged 
in the ſame line of buſineſs, they ſoon contraQed an 
intimacy ; Mr. Cameron frequented our houſe on the 
footing of my brother's boſom friend, and as ſuch I 
regarded him. He had not been more than two mont!.s 
when he gave me to underſtand that I was not indif- 
ferent to him; he took every convenient opportunity 
to convince me of the ſincerity of his profeſſions ; 
but for ſome time I paid very little attention to his dil- 
courſe on this ſubjeR, as I felt no wiſh to alter my ſi- 
tuation, and conſidered al! the attention he paid me as 
a thing of courſe ; therefore ſcarcely retained a ſyllable 
of his diſcourſe from one hour to another. IIowever, 
time, which changes the face and tuation of all things, 
made, in the courſe of ſix weeks, fo material an alte- 
ration in my mind, that I ſometimes was on the point 

of doubting my own ſanity 3 but when I at lergth 


Md. nd 


FORTUNES FOOT-BALL. 131 


took myſelf to talk ſeriouſly, I did not find that uncon- 
cerned perfon,. I had ſet myſelf down for. I found, 
notwithſtanding all the ſhifts and excuſes made to my- 
felf, that I had admitted a dangerous inmate, one that 
I dreaded would one day become a troubleſome gueſt, 
and lead me into difficulties, perhaps inextricable ; 
Alas! thoſe ſorebodings are in a great meaſure realig- 
ed! May Heaven grant I have experienced all the 
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unkappineſs which has reſulted from my imprudense- 
in conſenting to leave Amſterdam. 


Not to trouble you with a tedious recital of trivial 
events, unintereſling to all perhaps but myſelf, I found 
a krong prepoſſeſſion in favor of Mr. Cameron, wich 
all my endeavors proved too languid to ſfub:lue : Mu- 
tual declarations of rech rooal attachment, was the re- 
ſult of our frequent interviews z and it was at length 
agreed, that Mr. Cameron ſhould diſcloſe the matter to. 
my brother, and urge him to conſent to our union: In 
this conſultation and agreement, however, I loft fight of 
my duty, in not taking into conſideration the neceility 
of my parents conſent in a matter of ſuch importance. 
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My brother, as might have been expected, peremp- 
torily rejected the propotal, as a very impro er one, 
and expreſſed his {urprize that Mr. Cameron had made 
it. © If my father was dead,” ſaid he, „it is not 
improbable that I might conſent ; at any rate the pro- 
polal would in that caſe, have ſtronger appearance of 
propriety ; butas that is not the caſe, I muſt inliſt an 
its being reſerred to him as to the only perion in the 
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world who inherits the proper right to agree to, or 
reject it.” © He expoſlulate with me in private, in 
the moſt {erious, and at the ſame time, iender man- 
ner ; he exiorted me in the moſt ſorcible terms, to 
act cautiouſly in the matter, and conjured me by eve- 
ry tie of conſanguinity, not to ſuiler my a'.etions for 
Mr. Cameron. to extinguiſh the remembrance of my 
duty; nor to lilence the admonitions cl religion and 


reaſon. 


« Iwas immediately ſenſible of my error—acknow- 
ledged the juſtice of his remarks, and propoſed to avoid 
the company of Mr. Cameron until tke arrival of my 
father.“ 


No, my dear ſiſter,” ſail he, that is too great, 
ſudden and perhaps daggerous a ſacrifice to make. Mr. 
Cameron is a man of worth and probity, I have not the 
leaſt doubt of his intentions and wiſhes being ſtrictiy 


honorable ; and it would afford me the higheſt ſatisfac- 


tion to ſee you happily united to ſo good a. character: 
Perhapsl have given his feclings a momentary pang, by 


fuch a poſitive refuſal ; but he is thoroughly ſenſible of 


the ſincerity of my regard for him, therefore, cne mo- 
ment of cool reflection will remove it.“ 


« Mr. Cameron was ſomewhat uneaſy at firſt, but 


my brother took an opportunity of explaining the mat- 
ter, and quickly convinced him of the neceſſity which 
obliged him to refuſe his friend what he would much 


rather have granted. 
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er Their friendſhip ſuffered no diminution or relaxa- 
tion in conſequence of this circumſtance, on the contra - 


ry, it was founded on a more broad and permanent 
balis than ever. 


— 


« Mr. Cameron, notwithſtanding the repulſe he had 
met with, reſolved to make one effort more, in order to 
facilitate our union : In ſhort, my brother, Mr. Came- 
ron and myſelf, were fully perſuaded, that the confent 
of all my friends would be eaſily and quickly obtained, 
and we all ardently wiſhed for their arrival : A letter, 
however, from Florence arriving juſt at that period, in- 

formed us, that owing to ſome unexpected delay s whieh 

had taken place, their embarkation would not be in leſs 338 
than twenty- five days. Mr. Cameron received this. 1 
news like a ſentence of death: He withdrew early in | 
the evening, and I ſaw him no more for three days. 


ce Heentered on the morning of the fourth, juſt as we 
had fat down to breakſaſt and was as cheerful as I 
ever ſaw him. Robert,“ ſaid he, „ you have your 
aſſairs very near, if not entirely ſettled, ſuppoſe you and 
I were to take a trip to Florence? There is a ſhip 
ready to fail in three days to Leghorn—it is a pleaſant” 
voyage, and will be an agreeable ſurprize to your friends 


to lee you once more on your native ſoil, before they 
leave it forever.” 
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« Well,” replied my brother, « it's an odd whim. 4 
and yet if it was not for an appointment J have made to ba 
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meet a gentleman in Leyden, on bufineſs of very great 
importance, exaQly on this day weck, I verily believe 
I ſhould accept your invitation.” ? . 


« J am ſorry,” ſail Mr. Cameron, & that your ap- 
rointment will deprive me of your company, ſor I will 
certainly go. Come, ladies, as Mr. Wilcox is going to- 
Leyden, you may as well accompany me, I am a 
| ftranger to every one there, and have” need of ſome 
| perſon to introduce me to Mr. and Mrs. Wilcox.” 


e bluſhe I an f felt embarraſſe , I knew not why. 
«Miſs Sydney and myſelf retire l. 


ce At dinner, my brother informed me that he had 
actually given his conſent for us to go to Florence, in 
eaſe we would grant him ours. | 


«We looke] at each other ſome minutes without 
making any rey ly. Ile procce.'e!—* Come, don't 
heſitate 3 Miſs Sydney has never been in Ttaly—'t will 
be an agreeable trip, and I dare engage you will not re- 
pent it: Mr. Cameron deſire me to make t'iis requeſ! ; 
for (ſaid he archly) Miſs Wilcox will not refuſe me ſo 
rational a favor—— You have very little prejaration to 


make, and I am ſure he will employ every means to 
render your voyage agrecable.” 


« We at length conſented, embarked and failed. 
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re For ſeveral days, we enjoyed the meſt j erſect ſa- 
| 4UisfaRion z a violent tempeſt however overiock us, 
wiich teded us about three days an as many nig}.te, 
during which time the Taj Qin and marine; s lest all 
hoe; which Mr. Camercn carefully ccuccaled nin 
us, and uſed every endeavor to keep us in good ſpirits, 
which, was a very difficult matter. But, by his 
appearing uniformly cheerful, we were deceived in re- 
ſpe to our danger, till one morning early, we were 
alarmed by the diſcharge of ordnance. The fire con- 
tinued near half an hour, in which time Miſs Sydney 
and myfelf were in the utmoſt Ciſtreſs ; the more ſo, as 
Mr. Cameron had not been below during the confuſion, 


ec Conceive, if you can, Sir, what terror and afloniſh- 
ment pervaded our fouls, when, after liſtening atten- 


tively for ſome time, and hearing men's voices, we 
perceived three men with turbans on their heads, and 
cimeters in their hands, enter the cabin! 


f 


* 


« T uttered a loud ſhriek, and involuntarily calle 1 
for Mr, Cameron. Miſs Sydney inſtantly dropt into 
my arms motionleſs, which, I.think prevented me from 
fainting—as my care for her in that moment, tcok 
place of every reflection cn wy own perſonal danger. 


„The Turks, for ſuch they were, ranfacked the 
cabin of every thing of value that was portable—break- 
ing up our trunks, tie Ca; tains elcrutoire, &c. &c. 
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4 They diſcourſed in a language we did not under- 
fand, at the ſame time pointing at Miſs Sydney and me 
alternately, which left me no room to doubt of our ftu- 
ation, or of our being the ſubject of their diſcourſe. 


6 Mifs Sydney had juſt recovered ſufficiently to be 
ſerſible of our horrid predicament, when I heard a voice 
upon deck pronounce in Spaniſh, which I underſtood: 
Make hafte on board the galley—the prize is ſinking.” 


< We were inftantly compelled to leave the cabin, 
and repair upon deck. Our people were already on 
board the Pirate's veſſel, and we were forced to follow, 
with weeping eyes and palpitating hearts. 


e The firſt object that met my ſight, was Mr. Came- 
ron: Two of the Pirates were chaining him to the ſeat 
where he was compelled to fit by the fide of one of our 
ſeamen and row. The Captain was lain in the ſkirmiſh. 


This ght deprived me of my ſenſes for ſome time; 
my own diſtreſs was totally forgot, and the thought of 
his being in that ſituation, rent my heart with anguiſh. 
It woull be difficult to attempt a deſcription of what I 
ſuſſered on ſeeing him reduced to ſuch extreme diſtreſs, 
more eſpecially as I was fully ſenſible that his love for 
me alone had induced him to undertake the voyage. I 
well knew he conſidered himſelf as the cauſe of my ruin, 
which he no doubt concluded inevitable © 
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< On the other hand, I reproached myſelf as the 
origin of all the misfortunes, particularly thoſe of Miſs 
Sydney and myſelf. Mr. Cameron's hard ſate would 
have been the ſame had I not contented to accompany 
him; but Miſs Sydney and myſelf might have been 
happy in Amſterdam, had I been prudent ies to 
have refuſed. 


« The Pirate conveyed us to Conſtantinople, where 
it was our good fortune to be transferred to a man, who 
brought us, without uttering one ſyllable, to this place; 
I call it good fortune, becauſe we have been ſo happy 
as to meet with you, Sir, by whole generous interpoſi- 
tien, I am in hopes of being reſtored to my friends and 
country once more. 


e But where, oh where ſhall I ſeck for Mr. Cameron? 
Perhaps in this only interval of tranquillity we have 
experienced ſince our ſeparation, he is ſubjected to all 
the injuries and inſults of cruel Barbarians. 

c The Sophi has employed al! means but ſorce ts 
ſeduce us to his bed—his attempts have hitherto been 
fruitleſs. Miſs Sydney has informed you of our reſo- 
lution, never to ſurvive the loſs of honor, but vigorouſly 
to oppole every attempt to degrade us, and when death 
and ruin contend for dominion, cheerfully reſign our- 
ſelves unpolluted, into the arms of the former, as the 
only ſure alternative to eſcape the latter,” 
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cc Here ſhe made a pauſe, and Mercutio, after polite- 
ly thanking her for her condeſcenſion, aſked her the 
name of that brother whom ſhe had mentioned as fol- 
Towing the ſea. His name is Nathaniel, Sir,” ſaid ſhe. 


J have the honor of being intimately acquainted 
with your brother, as well as all the other friends you 
left in Florence,” ſaid he; * and can aſſure you, he 
Was in this city Ince you have been here.“ 


This unexpected information aſtoniſhed the ladies 
they eagerly requeſted him to relate all he knew of 
Captain Wilcox and his iriends. He fully gratified 
them, and added, if they were willing to ſubmit tkem- 
{elves to his care and protection, he would pledge his 
honor to ſee them reſtored to their friends. Ile in- 
formed them of his deſign of travelling through Ruſſia, 
being determined to truft himſelf no more on the Me- 
diterranean. 


To this propoſal they mutually agreed, when he took 
His leave, with a promiſe of procuring their releaſe- 
ment in a very ſhort time. 


Having rejoined his company in the garden, he com- 
municated the reſult of his converſation It was 
agreed, to inveſt Iſabella with the neceſſary powers to 
Uberate the ladies. This commiſſion ſhe undertook 
with pleaſure—happy in having it in her power to ad- 
Wijpiſter relief to dulreſſed j innoc cence, She haſted joy- 


( 
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fully to che ſpot, and communicated her buſineſs to 
them in a ſew words, and immediately conducted 
them to the garden, where the Sophi and his friends 
were buſy in diſcourſe. 


The two young ladies expreſſed their gratitude tO 
their deliverers in the moſt animated terms, and invoked 
the favor of Heaven in behalf of Kerim ; who in the 
cordial manner in which he ſaluted them, and the lively 
TatisfaRion viſible in his countenance, e:chibited a.con? 
vincing proof of the reality of that unadulteratrd plea- 
ſure which is the never failing reſult of conſcious recti- 
tude : This refleQion alone is ſufficient to ſimulate us 
to a punQual diſcharge of every moral and ſocial duty, 
not only as ſuch, but as a pleaſure. 


Tr. the viciſſitudes of fortune, place and circumſtances 
which theſe young ladies experienced, the directing 
hand of Providence may be readily traced. Had not 
the 'Turk, who captured them, providentially met with 
the Perſian to whom he ſold them, it is more than pro- 
bable, they would have been conſigned to the ſeraglio 
of the Grand Senior, where they might have lingered 
out their days in ſuperlative miſery. Had they been 
leſs virtuous, they would have met the advances of the 
Perſian monarch, which would have proved an ellectu- 
al bar to the performance of ſuch extraordinary acts of 
ſelf.-denial, as Kecim had imroſed on himſelf; and had 
not Providence directed Mercutio and his friends to 
Iſvahay—or being there, had nct happened to hare 
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been the means of preſerving the life of young Abbaſs, 
the whole concatenation muſt have been deranged, and 


the happy circumſlance juſt deſcribed, could never 
have taken place. 


Let the Atheiſt and Libertine the one deny the 
exiſtence of a God, and the other doubt the interpoſiti- 
on of Divine Providence; yet, it is an undeniable 
truth, confirmed both by reaſon and revelation, and of 
-which they will ſooner or later be fatally convinced, 
that God is invariably the patron of virtue and puniſher 
ol vice; and however the latter may, in the deluded 
opinion of its votaries, triumph over the former, its 
fancied ſuperiority is but an empty ſhade—it is not 
capable of affording one {ſingle moment's ſelicity, and 
a melancholy cataſtrophe cloſes the ſcene 3 while on 
the other hand, virtue, though apparently diſtreſſed, 
and often really embarraſſed and beſet with enemies, 
is productive of ſelf-conſolation ; and never fails to rite 
ſuperior to every ſurrounding evil: In ſhort, the reſult 
Fan undeviating Perieverance 3 in the practice of virtue, 

18 Harrixkss. 


| aps an 3 the fate of Mr. Wilcox and 
family, will not be unacceptable to the reader, in this 
ſtage of the narrative; at all events I ſhall venture n it. 
Mr. Cameron, too, having been ſo intimately acquaint- 
ed with his ſon and daughter, Ceſerves a ſhare of our 
attention. 


* 
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he former, we left at Conſtantinople, in the houſe 'n 
provided by the Renegado who had captured them; the | 
latter arrived there three days after. The very day aſter 
Iſabella was taken from them, they were all taken out, 
in the habit of ſlaves, and expoſed to public ſale. They 1 
had ſtood more than two hours in this humiliating ſitu- 1 
ation, when Mr. Wilcox noticed a man who ſeemed to | 
view them with a ſolicitous eye; at length, he ſtept up | 
to the old gentleman and craved his name. He had | 
no ſooner received the required information, than he | 
turned ſhort on his heel and approached the Renegado, ; 

5 


who was at a ſmall diſtance, and after ſome diſcourſe, 
agreed with him for his whole capture; and taking him 
home to his own houſe, paid his demand and took 
his receipt. , 


The purchaſer immediately haſtened back to the ſpot 
where he had left the unhappy captives, and again ad- 
dreſſing Mr. Wilcox, afked him if he would be willing - 
to paſs his bond to a perſon who would advance the 

money to ranſom him and his company. He anſwer- 

edin the affirmative, and eagerly enquired his benefac- 

tor's name. * Suſpend your curioſity for ſome time,” 

_ Taid the ſtranger, * you ſhall be informed in due time: 

In the interim, you and your friends will accompany 
me to my houſe, it is not far oft.” 


They were all led with aſtoff{hment, but followed 
in ſilence, The ſtranger welcomed them to his houſe, 
and having drawn up a bond for the ſum paid to the 


Renegado, laid it before kim for fgning. 
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On peruſng the bond, Mr. Wilcox diſcovered his 
kind hoſt to be a certain Aaron Levi, an eminent Jew- 
iſh mgrchant, with whom be formerly had exten- 
fire dealings, and for whom he had once, not only ne- 
gociated a difficult piece of buſineſs, but alſo ad- 
vanced a very conſiderable ſum of money for him, 
which prevented the inflitution of a troubleſome, 
if not ruinous lawſuit, 


Levi's conduct on this accaſion deſerves our warm- 
cf approbation, and his manner of performing this dit- 
intereſted action, enhanced the value of the favor in a 
ten fold degree. 


The whole company expreſſed their ſenſe of the obli- 
gation in the moſt ardent terms : Levi, however, 
ſeemed ſomewhat diſtreſſed with their acknowledgments, 
intreated them to deſiſt, adding, that he had but diſcharg- 
ed a debt long and lawſully due to Mr. Wilcox, an 


which he had long ſince wiſhed for an opportunity ct 


paying. Mr. Wilcox then executed the bond, and 
Levi continued: “ You muſt unavoilably remain here 
ſome weeks. My houſe you fee is large and commodi- 
ous, and you are welcome to make your home here 
until you have an opportunity of {ailing for Holland; 
in the mean time, I inſiſt on your accepting what money 
will be neceſſary to defray your ex! ences, as I hare 
enough of it, and you ſhall I artake of it to il the las ducat. 
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Without giving time ſor a reply, Le deſired the men 
to ſtep alide with him a few minutes. He then con- 
dudded them to another apartment, where he furniſhed 
tem with money, and gave them every neceſſary in- 

ruclion With regard to clothes, and cther neceſſaries— 
leſt them full of grateful acknowle.igments, requeſting 
tem to excuſe him, as he had bulinels of moment to 
tranſad that evening. 


By the timely aſſiſtance of Levi, theſe eon le, who 
but a few hours before, re luce] to a tuation ſimilar to 
the barbaroufly-treated Africans, having been ex; ofe] 
as objects of trafſic, were now in the ſull enjoyment of 
perſonal freedom, together with the means of procuring 
the neceſſaries and even luxurics ef life, 


In this deirable {ituation we will leave them, while 
ve take a view of that of Mr. Cameron, who was land- 
el a priſoner in Conſtantinople, the ſecond dey after 
the foregoing favorable change in their allairs tock | lace, 


George Wright happened to be ſtan ling at the very 
ot where Mr. Cameron an. ſcreral cthers were 
brouglit on ſhore, an inſtantly perceiving they were in 
tie ſame pre licament in which he and his companions 
ha! ſo lately been, ſurveyed them with the moſt earneſt 
attention. The Turk f! oke to ti em in broken Ergliſh, 
and George, anxious to hear the ſubject of his diſcourſe, 
a lvance] near enough to underſtand that he was treat- 
ing with a young man (Cameron) about bis ranſom. 
The latter req ueſte] permithon io write to his frien.'s in 
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England; and to remain unſold at Conſtantinople, un- 
til the money ſhould arrive; and aſſured the Turk he 
ſhould then have his full demand, which, by the bye was 
no leſs than ſeven thouſand crowns : The Pirate ap- 
Feared willing to agree, if any perſon could be found 


who would enſure the couyeyance of the letter; but this 
he very much doubted. 


George, finding the buſineſs thus intereſting, drew 
near, and entered into diſcourſe with the young man, 
who was glad to hear the voice of an Engliſhman there, 
and at liberty; earneſtly intreated his advice and athſt- 
ance 3 and told him the name of a nobleman to whom 
he intended to apply for the ſtipulated ſum, as he was a 
relation to whom he was well known, and on whom he 
could confidently depend for relief. 


George ꝓromiſed him all poſhble aſhſlance, and ſug- 
reſted, as the moſt probable method to expedite the 
buſneſs propoſed, the propriety of an application to the 
Britiſh Conſul; ſeliciting his aſſiſtance in the matter. 

| ; Cameron approved the prox ofal, and George having 
provided him the neceſſary implements for writing, 
ke addreſſed a pathetic letter to the Conſul, in which 
he gave a diſtreſſing deſeription of his ſituation ; and 
ſubjoined the ground of his expectations in England, 
and laſtly, requeſted his direction and aſſiſtance to pe 
procure the much deſired relief, without delay or diſap- 
pointment. 
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Having ſealed this, he delivered it to George, who: 
immediately ſet out, reſolving to execute his commilton 
with promptitude and punQuality. A 


The Conſul, after peruſing the letter, defired to fee 
the bearer, who was inſtantly admitted. After ſome- 
preliminary queſtions concerning the writer of the letter 
heenquired how long he himſelf had been in deen 
tinople? 


George ſatisfied him in all his interrogatories; but 
when he began to preſs him for an anſwer to the letter, 
ke deſired him to fit down and inform him in what part 
of the city he had left the author of the letter, adding, 
that he had a deſire to ſee him, and would attend him 
to the ſpot, was he not prevented by the gour : At all 
events (ſaid he) I will diſpatch a ſervant with a meſſage 
to his owner, which will probably procure. his liberty 
for ſome time at leaſt.. 


Gearge propoſed carrying the meſſage himſelf, which: 
the Conſul did not oppole ; but immediately writing æ 
{mall note, delivered it to him, when he ſet out, and ina 
ſhort time put it into the hands of the Renegado, who 
peruſed the - billet, and turning to a Mooriſh boy, 
whiſpered ſomething in his ear, who imſtantly diſap- 
peared. The Pirate then entered a kvufe near the 
water-ſide, followed by George and. Mr. Cameron, 
where they had not remained long, before the boy re- 
turned with a bun{le, which his maſter ordered him to 
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deliver to Mr. Cameron. It contained the beſt ſuit of 
bis wearing apparel; The Pirate alſo returned him 
his gold watch, and purſe containing about thirty-five 
guineas. Mr. Cameron withdrew to another apart- 
ment, and having changed his habit, was at Aha to 
| * to the. Cenſuld houſe. 


. The Conſul gave hid a cordial reception his cons 
deſcenſion appeared remarkable to them both, as they 
were not able to conjecture the cauſe ; the ſequel, how- 
ever, will ſolve this apparent paradox: 


Mr. Cameron's mother, poſſeſſed of 3 birtk 
and fortune, to which may be added, wit, virtue and 
diſcretion, took the liberty at the age of twenty years 
to beſtow her heart and hand to the father of Mr., Ca- 
meron, a gentleman. who never diſgraced his name,, 
eountry or religion, and was highly deſerving the cha- 
racter he bore, which was that of a merchant of the moſt 
extenſive property, and inflexible integrity: He was 
thirty years of age at the time of his marriage, which. 
was contracted by and with the conſent of her mother, 
x widow lady, and his friends 3-but in diametrical op- 

poſition to that of her two brothers, who, proud of their 

high hereditary birth, titles. and pedigree, conſidezed 
an alliance with a merchant,.an indelible. blemiſh to 
their race; and reſolved, in conſequence, never to for- 
give the CR1ME ſhe had committed againſt: their name 
and dignity: The uprightneſs of Mr. Cameron's deal- 
ings, however, ſoon eſtabliſhed his reputation among: 


_— 
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mw ranks, on an imme eable baſis. His brothers- in- 
daw, notwithſtanding the falſe principles of honor they 
had imbibed by education, were by no means void of 
diſcernment or generoſity ; therefore, as years ripened 
their judgment, their prejudices vaniſhed, and they 
were conſtrained to do juſtice to the merits of a relaulon 
Who was a real honor to their family, by a generous 
and cordial reconciliation: The two families were by 
this means united in the ſtricteſt bonds of friendſhip. 
About this time the birth of a beautiful boy cemented 
the union with ſtill greater ſtrength ; for as he grew up, 
ne became the particular favorite of his two uncles, one 
of whom inſiſted on being at the ſole expence of his 
wducation, which may be ſuppoſed was liberal. 


It was to this generous uncle, that Mr. Cameron, 
4who was the identical fon and favorite beforemention- 
d) intended to write for- the ſum demanded for hie 
ranſom 5 (his father died before he viſited Holland) and. 

the Conſul happily proved to be his other uncle. 


As if actuated by one ſoul, the Conſul and his ee 
nephew roſe at one inſtant, and advancing eagerly, en- 
changed the warmeſt embraces. My dear nephew,” 
fail the former, „ though I fincerely ſympathize in 
your misſoſtunes; yet, as I have it in my power to 
procure your freedom imme diately, and have the plea- 
{ure of ſeeing you in perfect health, I feel a ſuperior 
degree of ſatisfaction, in this providential opportunity 

of teſtifying at once my tendereſt regard to my ſifler, by 
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maniſeſting the moſt diſintereſted eſteem for her ſon, and 
the pureſt fraternal regard to my .beloved bfother, w 
whom I know you are moſt dear.” 


Mr. Cameron was overwhelmed with joy, gratitude 
and amazement, and after giving vent to the enthuſt- 
aſtic elluſions of his heart, gently upbraided George, for 
not Nepp him of the ſcene he was to expect. 


* « The © * Tai 12 . bin, 
| Py knew no more than yourſelf our conſanguinity at that 
time. When I ſaw in your letter your wiſh to write 

to my brother, and your expectation of relief from him, 
»I faſſed over the reſt, and ſeeing the ſubſcription, I was 
| too impatient to read any more, and immediately re- 
ſolved to ee your deliverance before I ſaw you. 
This gentleman has been but very lately redeemed, he 

has informed me, from the Turks, together with ſeveral - 
friends and relatives, who are now in this city, waiting 
for an opportunity of returning to Great-Britain,” 


* 


Mr. Cameron now returned the moſt grateful ac- 


| 
- IIs to George, for his kind conduct, and | 
the Conſul added a moſt cordial invitation to him and ; 
_ his friends, to dine with him the enſuing day: He ts 
promiſed to deliver the meſſage, and to attend himſelt. 1 
Being now alone with his nephew, the Conſul began 
to enquire the cauſe of his voyage, intended place of . 


is 


deſlination, aud manner of being captured. To all gf 
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which he anſwered ingenuouſly, and concluded with a 
moſt paſtonate lamentation for the loſs ef Miſs Wilcox 
an I her companion, Miſs Sydney. 85 


The Conful perceived, by comparing George's rela- 
tion with that of his nephew, that the young lady, the 
loſs of whom was fo much deplorel by the latter, mv2 
undoubtedly be the ſiſter-in-law to the former. He 
commuinicated this ſuſpicion to Mr. Cameron—odſerr- 
ing, that her father was a native of England, but had 
been many years « dent in Ftorence—that he had a 


fn in Amfterdam—a +), that he had retired from 


brfineſs, and was returning * ative country, to. 
end the remainder of his days in the midſt of his 


cluldren, when he {ell into the hands of the Infidels. 


e My dearSir,” anſwered Mr. Cameron, your 
ſuſpicions I plainly ſee are but too well founded—a 
mouſand circumſtances croud my mind at once, and 
all combine to prove it. How ſhall I meet her parents 
to-mcrrow ? Whence collect fortitude enough to ſup- 
port a painful intervie w with perſons whom I have {@ 
deeply injured ?—Her conſent, which was in a manner 
extorted, to accompany. me to Florence, will avail 
nothing with parents robbed of ſuch a treaſure ; to ug 
u, woul! be lutle . Ale. * 
The Conſul ad with his kinſman 1 in part g; but 
1014 him he had no doubt of bringing about a reconci- 


Nation. He remarke?, that the recovery of the ladies 
s N 2 
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was not altogether impoſſible, though if in the Seraglio, 
extremely diſſtoult - but thought it probable that ſome 
information might be drawn from the EN: way 
Ws i lead to a „ 


| An intelligent domeſtic 8 
and ſoon returned, accompanied by the Pirate, who 
being interrogated by the Conſul, informed, that he 
had diſpoſed of them to a Perſian, who talked of ſetting 
out for Iſpahan immediately. The Conſul promiſed to 
reward him liberally, if he would immediately uſe every 
endeayor to diſcover the Perſiad, if not yet gone; and 
if he was, to gain every potlible information of his route, 


It was late in the evening when he returned, and all 
the intelligence he had been able to obtain was, that his 
name was Afpendi, a native of Tſpahan, and had ſat 
our inumediagy aſter the r +1 


Mr. Cameron was no fooner aiformed of FR 
he had taken, than he formed the reſolution to follow; 
and if poſſible to overtake and obtain the releaſe of 
the ladies, or periſh in the enterprize. He acquaint- 
Q his unole with this deſign : Who, although he did 
not altogether approve of the plan, did not attempt 
to diſſuade him from it: On the contrary, he told him 
If he perliſted inthe undertaking, he ſhould be at no loſs 
Gr any thing neceffary t to the mme of 


: * 
* 
C * P 1 
' bis purſuit 
od 
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In order to ſave Mr. Cameron the confuſion of being 
_ preſent, his uncle/propoſed his retiring to any adjoining 
chamber, where he might remain and hear all that paſſed 
between Mr. Wilcox and the company, without the 
mortificaticn of being obſerved to betray, what he 
germed ſymptoms of guilt, until notice was given him 


tw make his appearrnce.—— Theſe preliminaries _ 
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[Sidi cient . Mr. Wilcox, attended by all 
| His friends, waited on the Conſul, who received than 
with politeneſs and freedom; the ladies in particular, 
he treated with uncommon attention, 


As the principal aim of the Conſul in this conference, 
was to lay the foundation of a reconciliation between 
his relation and Mr. Wilcox and family, he ſoen found 
means to give the converſation a turn from general ſub- 
jects, to that of the accident, which, as he expreſſed it, 
had procuredhim the honor of a viſit from ſo reſpectable a 


eompany of Chriſtians, in the capital of the Turkiſh empire. 


This naturally introduced an account of Mr. Wilcox 
former line of buſineſs, his connections in England, &c. 
The Conſul generouſly ſympathized in their misfor- 
tunes; at the ſame time, he aſſured them of his kind 
offices, and of a ſafe paſſport through the Streights. 
They teſtified their acknowledgments in terms of undif 
ſembled gratitude. His generoſity reſted not here—He 
bad ſent for Mr. Levi, whoſe name was juſt then an- 
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nounced by a domeſtic, and being introduced „was in- 
vited to ft down. I have heard a moſt reſpectable 
account of you, Mr. Levi, (ſaid the Conſul) which 
entitles you greatly to my eſteem : A good man I re- 
vere, be his name, country or religion what they may. 
Im further informed, that you have a bond of this 
gentleman's ill you be pleaſe i to let me ſee it? 
He immediately produced the bond, which the Conſul 
peruſed, and returned it, ſaying, You are a worthy man, 
Mr. Levi—you will give up this paper to Mr. Wilcox, 
and I will advance you the whole ſum to-morrow, as 
well as all other demands you may have againſt him, 
Perceiving Mr. Wilcox about to make ſome acknow- 
IS he Pn ented him 15 a motion of the hand. 


Lo fans the bond with pleaſure, 3 

My very good friend, here is your bond, and I with it 
Vas in my power to replace all the Pirates have deprived 
you | of—you - ſhould then ſee with what omen 
I wauld ere . | 


| Nothing 9005 wp the dd and admiration 
of thoſe people: Every remembrance of their late mis- 
fortunes were abſorbed. in the contemplation of the un- 
exampled inſtances of pzagnanimity exerciſed towards 


them by the Conſul and Mr. Levi: The latter apolo- 


gizing for the ſhortneſs of his ſtay, on the ſcore of ur- 
- gent buſineſs, was excuſed, on condition of renewing 
his viſit the enſuing day He then withdrew. 

The Conſul having now brought matters in a ſuitable 
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train, called their attention to an important piece ef 
information, in which, he aſſured them, they were 
 deefily irftereſted. 
* oth 
Accordingly, aſter ſome obſervations, calculated to 
Pave the way to a reconciliation between his kinſman 
and Mr. Wilcox, he informed them of every circum- 
ſtance relative to Miſs Wilcox and Mr. Cameron, as 
before related; and concluded with an earneſt requeſt, 
that his nephew might obtain pardon of the whole fami- 
IV, as his error originated in the nobleſt of principles, 
and as he had the conſent of their ſon as well as the 
young lady herſelf :—He further aſſured them of the 
ſincere contrition, and of his determination to purſue 
the Perſian who had the ladies in cuſtody, and 9 57 
them back at the riſk of his life. 


His pardon was pronounced with much ſincerity + 
but to ſuppreſs the riſing ſigh and guſhing tear, was an 
ellort to which the fortitude of Mrs. Wilcox was inade- 
quate — nor were the reſt of the company unconcerned. 
George's wife and 'Terentia withdrew to vent their 
grief in private; iwſhort, a gloomy ſadneſs dined it- 
ſelf over the whole, when the preconcerted notice being 
given, Mr. Cameron made his appearance. He in- 
ſtantly advanced, and on his knees implored forgiveneſs 
ol Mr. and Mrs. Wilcox, in ſuch an afleting manner, 
that they both pronounced his pardon in loud, inarticu- 
Jate ſobs: The whole company caught the contagion, 
and not an eye in the room but ſhed the tear of ſympa- 
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-ahy—honorable badge 4 ſentiment! of cel 
Humanity! ?! | 

Mr. Cameron began the next day to make prepara- 
tions for his expedition, and was ready to ſail in four 
days, a veſſel having been provided through the intereſt 
of his uncle, for that particular fertice, which was to 
. at n n ſor his return. 


M. beds gk and vleaſate 8 to Apt, 
* he was attacked with a ſlight intermittent, which 
confined him eiglit days to his bed: A very favorable 
<ircumftance, however, took place, which in all hu- 
man probability, was a principal mean of ſaving his 

Life, for his lodging was very * and medical 
aid was not to be obtained. | | 


Captain Wilcox and Mr. Fitzgerald parted in Arde- 


wil ; che latter ſhaped his courſe through 'TeMis to 


Aftracan, and the former proceeded to Trap eſond, in 
order to take ſhipping for Conſtantinople: Captain 
Wilcox fortunately took his quarters at the identical 
toute Where Mr. Cameron was lying fick. As all the 
Eaſtern languages, by his lovg intercourſe with the 
natives, had become as habitual to him as bis own, he 
diſcourſed with eaſe in any of them. His firſt enquiry 
after his arrival, was for a veſſel bound to Conſlantino- 
ple. He was informed, there was but one, and that 
was to remain ſome time, to Wait Ive a gentleman who 
was lying there fick. 2 
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This information naturally led to an enquiry of 


where hecame from ? whither he was bound? and what 


his complaint was? To the firft of theſe queſtions only, 
he received a ſatisfactory anſwer, and being informed 


he was not a Muſſelman, expreſſed x defire to ſee him. 
He was accordingly conducted to his apartment, where 
he found him in a very languid flate: His good conſti- 


tution had conquered the malady, and all that was then 


him in his ufual vigour. 


| The Captain, at a very great exp enee and much en- 
weaty, procured ſome wine—fowls were plenty, and 
he kindly undertook the office of puryeyor, cook and 
nurſe ; and by his kind attention, with the aſſiſtance 
of heaven, Mr. Cameron was in a few days able to 
walk out with him. It was not till then, that Captain 
Wilcox attempted to hold any converſation with his 
patient, except ſuch as immediately related to his health. 


| | One fine day, the Captain prepoſed going on board 
the veſſel, which lay at anchor about a quarter of a 


mile from the ſhore. Cameron aſſented, and they im- 
mediately ſet out. In the courſe of chis day's conver- 
lation, they became mutually known to each other.. 
Mr. Cameron diſcloſed circumſtantially, every thing 


relative to his friends in Conſtantinople his own ad- 


ventures and misfortunes—his buſineſs in Perſia, and: 
his reſolution not to return without the ladies. 


neceſſary, was ſome powerful reftoratives to N 


— 
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The Captain generouſly embraced him. “ Cante- 
ron,” ſaid he, © you are poſſeſſed of a noble ſoul, and 
1 ſhould conſider myfelf worſe than an infidel, if I was 
capable of wounding your feelings by withholding the 
hand of friendſhip. My fiſter I love moſt dearly—T 
well know if ſhe is not recovered ſoon, the remem- 
brance of her loſs will plant a dagger in the heart of my 
mother; but as I am convinced your intentions with 
regard to her, were ſtriẽily honorable, I aſſure you of 
my forgiveneſs and friendſhip ; and if ſhe is irrecovera- 
bly gone, we muſt endeavor to ſuſlain the ſhock with 
firmneſs, and conſole ourſelves with che. reflection that 
our virtuous intentions ſar exceeded our foreſight. But 
ſince fortune has brought us together, and you give me 
| ſuch pleaſing affurances of the proſperous ſituation of 
our friends in Conſtantinople, I am determined to ac- 
company you to If ahan ; as it is but very lately I left 
that city, I expe to find ſome friends who will gladly 
aſſiſt us in our reſearch.” 
Mr. Cameron was quite overwhelmed with the con- 
tinuedl kindneſs and generoſity ; and his offer of accom- 
pany ing, allorded him the moſt genuine ſatisfaction: 
His health being firmly eſtabliſhed, they ſet ofit for Ar- 
devil, three hundred and thirty-three miles from Iſpaban, 
nearly the centre between the places of departure and 
deſtinationn. 


Juſt before their departure, Captain Wilcox learnt 
of the holt, that according to his deſcri tion, the ob- 
jas of their purſuit had lodged * on their "Y to 
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Ardevil, and that the ladies ſeemed in great diſtreſs 
having never laid down, but walked backwards and ſor- 
wards the whole night, crying and ſobbing moſt bitterly. 


In conſequence of this intelligence, they reſolved to 
loſe no time; and therefore preſſed forward with more 
than ordinary ſj eed. One fine evening, the moon riſing 
in her full ſplendor, and the cooling zephyrs having 
difpatel the ſultry beams of the day, aorled them 


ſuch Jelightful ſenſations, that they determined to ride 


all niglit. 


The point of time we are now {eaking of, was the 
very day after that on which Kerim received the news 
of the revolt. Juſt as the day began to dawn, they 


were ſurroun led bya detachment of cavalry, and having 


noneans for defence oc flight, they were conducted to 


Caſbin, and there cloſely confine as f ies, until that 
ſanguinary ſcene was paſt. Cab tain Wilcox, however, 
at laſt, with the never-failing influence of a ſum of 


money, prevailed on his keep er to make application to 
the principal magiſtrate to have them brought to trial, 
if there was any accuſation againſt them; and if not, to 


be ſet at liberty, and be permitit\ to proceed on their 
journey. The reſult of this ap; lication was, their 


being condudle under a ſtrong guard to Iſſ ahan; to 
be examined by the Soꝶhi, as the Magiſtrates of Caſbin 


concurre.| in the opinion of their being Ruſſians in diſ- 


guiſe, in the intereſt of the rebel chief; but, admitting 
kit to be the cale, they knew not what to do with: 
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them. Though this c ircumſtance was by no means æ 
plealing, one, yet, conſcious of their innocence, they 
were not without hopes of a diſcharge, if juſtice could 
be obtained. We will leave them on their journey, 

and look after Mercuiio and his companions. 


The day preceding that fixed on for their departure 
Kerimdevoted entirely to converſation with his friends ;. 
and though it was the laſt, in all human probability, 
they would ever meet together, it was ſpent in the uſual 
unreſtrained manner; and whatever might be thought, 
not a fingle expreſſion eſcape] on-cf the company, 
which had the ſmalleſt tendency to remind them of their 
approaching. ſeparation, until late at night. Kerim. 
in. the moſt ſerious manner, enjoincd Mercutio to write 
from every ſtage of their journey, and pointed out a 
very eligible plan of correſpondence from, England by 
the way of Ruſſia. 


He informed them, that they would be at no trouble 
about their paſſage to Aſtracan, as there was a veſſel 
ready to receive and carry them as far up the Walge- 
river as they thought proper to fail. 


« And now, my ineſtimable friends,“ ſaid he, I 
feel myſelf unable to ſupport the painful emotions which 
I am very ſenſible a ſeparation will inevitably excite z.. 
therefore, may the Supreme Diſpoſer of all events con- 
Fr on you all, every thing requiſite to conſlitute your 


temporal and eternal happineſs As he pronoun- 
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ech theſe laſt words, he aroſe ſrom his fopha, and lay- 
ing his hand on his turban, ſail———< Kerim bids 
you adieu! A private door opened, and le inſtantly 
diſa, neared: Mercutio aroſe to intercept him but he 
was gone, and the door ſhut with a ſpring. 


Egyptian darkneſs eclipſing tlie meridian ſun, could 
mot have had a more inſtantaneous, powerful eſlect on 
their corporeal as well as mental faculties, than had this 
{ul.'en exit of the Sophi! An irreſiſtable ſtupor difuſed 
Itſelf over the whole company: They for ſome moments 
- Tat blent and motionleſs as fo many flatues ! 


Abbafs, firſt reſuming the converſation, informed 
them, that his father had apprized him of his intention 
in the morning, aſſigning the ſame reaſon he had hinted 
to them a few minutes paſt 3 and added, that he had 
obtained his permiſſion to accompany them to the Caſ- 
piah ſea, „ have, (ſaid he) repeatedly preſſed my 
father for leave to accompany you to England ; but his 
anſwer was uniformly this, that the loſs of you would 
moſt ſenlibly afflict him—and if I ſhould go, there 
would remain no manner of conſolation for him—his 
Falace would become a priſon, and his gardens deſerts : 
In ſhort, every ſurrounding object would awaken the 
painful reflection of pleaſures, which were never to re- 
turn, which he was ſure would ſoon put a period to his 
exiſtence. © For theſe reaſons, my ſon,” he would add, 
your requeſt cannot at preſent be grante1—but it is 
poihble, that time may in ſome meature reconcile me 
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to my fate - when I ſhall hear of their being ſafely ſettled 
in their native country—and when I am ſure of your 
having ſuch a company of honorable friends to receive 
and welcome you in Euro; e, I will not withhald my 
conſent : In the mean time, my Abbaſs, be content. 
'To tell you how ardently I love you—how near your 
intereſt and your pleaſures concern me, would be a 
waſte of time and language. I ſhall take my final leave 
of them this night ſuddenly : They may (but they 
know me well) ſuppoſe my behavior on the occa- 
ſion rather abrupt,--and my reaſon for giving you theſe 
hints, is in order that you may explain and place the 
matter in ſuch a point of view as may remove every 
doubt of the continuance of that unſhaken regard which 
I had and do ſtill retain for them.“ 


IT be night being far advanced, they retired to reſt 
for the laſt time under the roof of the more than hoſ;-ita- 
ble monarch of Perſſia—while Abbaſs went to iſſue 
the neceſſary and ſpecial orders for the early attend- 
ance of the guards, &c. 


Before the Oriental beams hal gladdened their hori- 
ron, Mercutio and his friends aroſe; but. found the 
vigilant, and no leſs aflectionate Abbaſs at the gate. 
A troop of one hundred horſe waiteq to eſcort them, 
while two camels bent beneath the weight of the 


Sophi's bounty. 


- 
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| Every thing in ſuch a ſlate of forwardneſs, they 
were rea ly by the time the ſun appeare] above the 
horizon, to ſet out. Abbaſs, in all the magnificence 
of an Eaftern Prince, was the foremoſt to aſſiſt Iſabella 
in mounting; while tears of the moſt ſincere regard be- 
dewed the threſhold of the palace as they iſfued forth. 

The weather being uncommonly fine, the journey to 
the ſea ſide was remarkably pleaſant; an. no diſagree- 
Ple incident intervened, to interrupt their ſpeed or damp 
their cheerfulneſs. Arriving at the point of embarka- 
tion, they found another inſtance of Kerim's peculiar 
regard diſplayel : A new galley, .on the moſt beauti- 
ful conſtruction, built for that particular ſervice, moſt 
gorgeoully furniſhe1 and a lorne l, lay at anchor in a 
Imull cove or inlet, where they could embark with the 


greateſt eaſe and convenience. 


The burthens were by the command of Abbals 
taken olf the camels and conveyed on board the galley. 
"They then embarked, but it was agreed to write one 
laſt adieu, and diſatch it to Kerim, before the anchor 
was weighe |: Accordingly, Mercutio ſet down and 


Penne i the following, which was tranſlated by Abbaſs 


into Arabic ;— 


< MosT vIRTUOUs PRINCE, 
« Long, very long, we have been in a great meaſure 
£xtle:! from our native country and deareſt connettionsg 
yet, on caving tic Perl.an conbnes, we find it im] oſſi- 


© 2 


162 FORTUNE TOO T- 8 A f f. 

ble to reſtrain the tributary tear of gratitude due to the 
benevolent Kerim, and equally impoſſible to remain in- 
ſenſible to the pang of ſeparation—a pats which the 
| envious, the ſelfiſh and the malevolent are unſuſceptible. 
What then? Can the noble, the generous Kerim, ſup- 
Poſe we prefer any nation in the univerſe to that which 
gave us breath? Can he conceive that the tear of regret, 
which we now mingle with the briny billows of the 
| Caſjian, i is ſhed for the loſs of thoſe diſtinguiſhed atten- 
tions with which we have uniformly been, and fill are 
honored, ever ſincè our arrival in the Perſian dominions ? 
No, Kerim, it proceeds from a more exalted, a more 


noble ſource. Thoſe emotions which now apitate our 


boſoms, have their origin in the moſt fincere friendſhip: 
an when we caſt the laſt retroſpective glance o'er the 
cloud-topped Tauris, we ſhall unite'our lamentations, 
not for leaying Perſia, but its Monatch—the beſt of 
Men—the beſt of Princes! To be deprived of ſociety 
ſuch as this, affords us ſuſhcient cauſe of regret : This 
alone is capable of giying us, at this time, any concern, 


cc Accept, amiable Prince, this departing teſtimony 
of our laſting eſteem ! Preſerye it as an acknowle.ig- 
ment of the many and exceedingly great favors with 
which we are, even now loaded, by the unbounded 
liberality of Kerim. 


« We unite our moſt ardent prayers for your long and 
happy reign. May unanimity preſide in, and wiſdom 
dixe your councils—loyalty pervade the hearts of all 


— oy * 
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| your ſubjects, and faction be eternally baniſhed from 
your dominions. Fraught with theſe ſentiments, we 
bid you a frien:lly adieu. 


«© P. S. Abbaſs fails with us to Aſtracan— no ſarther.“ 


The foregoing was figried by them all; and it was 
not till that moment that Abbaſs conceived the idea of 
accompanying them to A ſtracan, which afforded them 
much ſatisfaction; and having ſealed and dif; atched 
the letter, Abbaſs took a ſew guards on board, and 
gave orders for the reſt to remain on the {ot until his 
return, the anchor was immediately weighe 1, and the 
fails expan led to a proſperous breeze: The elaſtic oars 
quickly encreaſe the velocity of the galley, ſo that 
they performed tlie voyage in a ſhort time. 


They lay before Aſtracan forty-eight hours, in which 
time, Abbaſs engaged a light veſſel to tranſport him 
back. His vivacity, however, forſook him, as the time 
of ſeparation approache |, and a vilible alteration took 
place in the appearance of the whole company. How- 
ever, part they muſt, and all deſcription' would fall in- 
finitely ſhort of its intende4 purpoſe, in attempting the 
ſcene that took place on the occaſion ſuffice it to ſay, 
they parted with much regret on both ſides, and ſailed 
in different directions in the ſame inftant— — And 
now leaving them on their paſſage, we will enquite 
into the fate of Captain Wilcox and Mr. Cameron. 


— 
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They were on their examination at the very inſtant in 
- which Abbaſs arrived. Captain Wilcox's narration 
procured them not only an honorable releaſe, but the 
kindeſt treatment. Nothing could exceed the joy of 
Mr. Cameron and his fellow traveller, when the Sephi 
informed them of the ſafety and unblemiſhed virtue of 
the two ladies. They reſolved to exert all their dili- 
gence to overtake Mercutio and his friends; and, if 
pollible, perſuade them to repair with them to Conſlan- 
tinople, and there embark for England, in company 
with Mr. Wilcox and the reſt of his friends. They 
communicated their intention to the Sophi, who 
- perſuade] them from the attempt, by aſſuring them 
of the little probability of their being overtaken, as he 
expected they were then at Saratow; and gave it as his 
opinion, that they had better bend their courſe towards 
Trapeſon l, and from thence, with all poſſible ſpeed to 
"Conſtantinople ; adding, that by this means, the two 
parties would very probably make Holland at the ſame 


time. 


Being convinced of the propriety of purſuing this 
advice, an the Sophi having read the letter rom Mer- 
cutio, reſolved to write an anſwer, and commit it to the 
care of Captain Wilcox. Abbaſs alſo, proud of ſuch 
an opportunity, determined to follow the example of 
his father, in tranſmitting to his belove! tutor and 
friends, a written teſtimony of his eſteem. This one, 
the.Sophi ordered two excellent horſes to be com, lete- 


ly equipe., inſlead of their own, which were taken 
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from them at Caſbin; and at parting, forced each of 
them, notwithſtan ling reiterate] refuſals, to acce! t a 
large ſum of money, which, he jocoſely ſaid, was but 
juſtly due for falſe impriſonment. 


They reached Conſtentinogle without any interrup- 
tion, and found their friends in high health their {iris 
were greatly exhilerate ] on ſeeing Ca; tain Wilcox once 
more ; and when they heard of the ſafety of the young 
ladies, their joy was complete. 


There being nothing now to detain them in Conſtan- 
tinople, but the want of a veſſel to tranſ; ort them, they 
began to arrange matters for their departure. Mr. Ca- 
meron waited on his uncle as ſoon as he arrived, and 
gave a full relation of his good fortune; and as he had 


not the leaſt cauſe to Joubt of obtaining the approbation 


of all Mr. Wilcox's family to his marriage with the 
object of his wiſhes, he informed his uncle. of his reſo- 
lution to accompany them to Holland, and from thence 
to England; 


The Conſul being determined to ſecure his kinſman's 
happineſs, if pollible, before they de arte i, ſent a very 
polite invitation to Mr. an! Mrs. Wilcox, together 
with all their frien is, requeſting their company the next 
day. They waited on him accordingly, when Le tcok 
the opportunity of heartily congratulating Mr. Wilcex 
an la y on the recovery of their fon and daughter, in 
acirg which, he ealily ciſcoverec, that Mr. Cameron 


* 
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MNoo4.on-firm ground. | He therefore hinted the ſubje8 
to Mr. Wilcox apart, who aſſured him, he knew of no 

obſtacle between Mr. Cameron and his daughter, pro- 
vided ſhe had not changed her mind. 


This benevolent man then inſormed them, that he had 
not been altogether in diderent to their intereſts 3 but 
had taken ſuch ellectual meaſures to ſerve them, that 
he had actually recovered the flip in which they ſale 
from Leghorn, although ſhe ha! been transferred four 

di;erent times, and was then at Lemnos. He aſſure. 
them ſhe would certainly arrive in afew days, together 
Wit) eight han s, whom he hand ranſomed, that were 
taken with Mr. Cameron, and whom he had ſent under 
an experienced pilot to navigate the ſhip : “ With 
theſe,” he alded, © together with a few that may be 
picked up here, will probably be deemed ſufficient, * 
under the command of Captain Wilcox, to navigate 
Ver ſafely ro Eugland.“ 


The grateful acknowledgments of theſe much obliged 
people, could no longer be ſuppreſſed : The favors 
they had received, were of too great magnitude only to 


admit of a mere complimentary return zthe ſincere 


eluſions of ſenſibility guſhecl forth like a torrent from 
every heart—and tears of gratitude bedewed every 
cheek. The conſciouſneſs of having contributed to 
the happineſs of ſuch a company, who but a fewweeks 


before were condemned to_ the moſt ignominiors and 


ccucl bon lage, mult doubtleſs have ailorued the Contul 


but 


tem 
diſaſt 
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a heart - felt leaſue; which, however, was conſidera- 
bly, heightened by its having alſo been a ſecondaty 


- 


mean of en..caring Mr. Cameron ſtill more to the only 
family in the world to which he moſt ardently withed 


to be unite]. 


The expected ſhip at length arrived, and Captain 
Wilcox having engaged fix additional hands, went on 
board to put all things in failing order. This being 
completed, the Conſul furniſhed him with a Mediter- 
ranean pals, and then accompanied all hands on board. 
Here be preſented his nephew with bills on London 


| for fifteen thouſand pounds, which, he ſaid, were for his 


nuptial expences : Then, taking an affectionate fare- 
well of them all, and wiſhing them a good voyage, 
returned on ſhore, while our voyagers invoke! the bleſ- 
ſings of heaven for their beloved, benevolent benefactor. 


As no. material occurrence happened to interrupt 


the Streights of Gibraltar, and follow our hero through. 
| the Ruſſian territories, on his way to his native country. 


He choſe that route, not as the neareſt, or eaſieſt; 
but as the ſafeſt. He had been ſo often foiled in at- 
tempting to regain his native land, and the moſt of his 
diſaſters happening in the Mediterranean, he was re- 
ſolved never to truſt himſelf within the Streights again. 
Taney arrived at Moſcow without any accident. The 
alies. bore the fatigue almirably; however, as tae: 


their voyage or tranquillity, we will leave them witzour - 
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caravan was not to ſet out for Peterſburgh, in leſs than 
ten days, they took up their abode in a very commodi- 
ous Inn, where every neceſſary for themſelves an4 their 
cattle was to be had in abundance, determining to re- 
gale themſelves with a ſight of whatever appeared 
worthy ef obſervation in that famous city. 


Their hoſt, though in the habit of Muſcovy, and 
though he wore a beard of great length, appeared to 
our travellers to carry about him certain peculia- 
rities of behavior, which inclined tiiem to believe, that 
he was a native of Great- Britain, or that he certainly 
muſt have reſide] among the Engliſh ſome years: One 
particular circumſtance which ſtrengthened their ſuſ- 
picion was, that although he f. oke the Ruſſian valet 
alone, yet he unlerſtoo:l Engliſh perfectly —furniſſied 

8 them with every thing they cCemanced, and appeared 
very aſſiduous, though much on the reſerve. They 
rerceive] but two females about the houſe ; one, à 
mi dule aged Dutch woman, who {, oke tclerable En- | 
gliſh, and the ot':er a young Ruſhan girl: They were, 


however, both ſervants, therefore, it was conclu.el T 
that their hoſt was a wi.lower. Mercutio propoſe h 
inviting him toſup with them one night, which was Ve 
agree to, as they all poſſeſſed a curiolity to know 

| ſomething of his real character, for they did not be- q 

| Heve him.to-be a Ruikan.. 7 

| : | ay 


He accepted the invitation. The ladies retirel ſoon 
alter ſupper, and the glais circulated pretty freely: 
; Fe 


% 


. A, 
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They had hitherto never been able to procure an anſwer 
to any queſtion but through the medium of his Dutch. 
houſe-keeper, or by an aſſenting nod. Mercutio, how- 
erer, finding his uſual gravity conſiderably relaxed, 
addrefling him in French, aſked him. whether he was 
really what he pretended to be, a Ruſhan. His anſwer, 
in a very good ſtyle of French, was a negative; and 
after various turns of converſation, and a few additional 
bumpers of claret, he freely avowed himſelf an Engliſh» 
man. On being aſked the reaſon of his making choice 


of ſuch a place and employment, ſecluded from the 


company of every perſon who could diſcourſe with him 
in his own language; and contrary to the inclinations 
of mankind in general, to conform to the language, 
cuſtoms, and even dreſs of a foreign nation, in every 
reſpe totally different from his own ? He hinted that 
every nation in the world, had it its own peculiarities, 
pleaſures and inconveniencies: That he was as com- 
pletely reconcile to tlioſe of Ruſſia, as if he was a na- 
tive; that although the rough and diſagreeable counte- 
nances of tie Ruſſians diſguſted him on his firſt arrival, 
he had diſcovered, while ſerving in their army, many 
valuable characters; and that the rough outſide of the 
Ruſſians, in general, as well obſcured many ſhining 
qualities and good hearts, as the inſinuating ſmiles and 
polithed adreſs of ſome other nations, concealed the: 
avariclous hypocrite and the paraſctical pander. 


He at length related in Engliſh the whole of his ad- 
ventures. He informed them that ke was the fon of a 
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Britiſh peer, and had been engaged in an affair of gal- 
lantry with a married lady; that he had been detected 
in the fact by her huſband, an4 in a rencontre with him 
on the fpot, received a wound which nearly terminated 
his life; and that his antagoniſt immediately left the 
Kingdom and was never heard of afterwards. In ſhort, 
they found in their Muſcovite hoſt, the ſon of the Earl 
of Oxford, whora Charles leſt in his wife's ,be1-cham- 
ber, weltering in his gore, apparently in the agouies of 
death. 


As he concealed no part of the ſtory, his ignorance 
of the perſons to whom he was relating it, was ſuffici- 
ently obvious, they therefore took care not to let the 
diſcourſe ſlack until they learnt the iſſue of that allair, 


He informed them, that his wound was pronounced 
mortal at the firſt dreſſing; his ſurgeon declaring it very 
dangerous to attempt moving him, he was therefore 
compelled to remain in the very chamber to reflect on 


the diſagreeable conſequences ofan approaching eternity. 


The third day after? (continued the hoſt) -I was 
viſited by her father-in-law, whoſe preſence covered me 
with confuſion, for I ſlill conſidered myſelf as a dead 
man, the ſurgeon having given me no encouragement to 
even hope to recover; I therefore candicly confeſſed the 


whole intrigue, and begged his forgiveneſs.” 
* 


Ge, go,” ſaid he, « yet, unworthy as you are, I 


. . 
* 
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will not reproach you in your preſent ſituation: But 
remember, your ſoul hangs over a dreadful aby ſs; your 
manifold crimes are cruſhing you downward, and oh! 
conſider the cireaiſul conſequences of leaving this world 
with fuck a weigant of guilt unrepented of, The at- 
tempt to ſe luce an unmarrie woman is ungenerous, 
baſe and cowardly, but not fo fatal in its conſequences, 
if it ſucceeils, as if ſhe is a wife: In the firſt caſe, the 
reputation, peace of mind, and indeed all that could 
ren ler life deſirable to the unhappy victim, is deſtroyed ; 
and all the hopes of her parents blaſted: In the ſecond, 
the fligma which will inevitably be fxed on her inno- 
cent o spring, if ſhe has children, and the diſhonor of 
her injured huſband, the anguiſh of whoſe min1, and 
juſt ſpirit of reſentment, may perhaps tempt him raſhly 
to take the life of his betrayer, or in the conteft leſe his 
"© wn, and perhaps both, adds a three-fold degree of hor- 


For to the crime.” Saying theſe words, he left theroom, 


an meeting his daughter-in-law at the head of the ſtairs, 
ordered her to prepare to leave a houſe on which ſhe 
hal fixed the firſt ſtain of adultery, and of blood, the 
conſequence of that adultery. He was deaf to her 
prayers and entreaties for forgiveneſs ; he ſpurned her 
from him, andleft the houſe inſtantly. 


«© Notwithſtanling the prediction of the ſurgeon, I 
was foon out of danger. An application was male at 
D >4ors Commons, an] a divorce obtained by the time 

I was fit to be removed, ſo we both left the houſe toge- 
getaner. As ſoon as I was thoroughly recovered, I 


6 


4 
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married her, and my father being fully informed of the 
whole affair, diſinherited me, and would neither ſee or 
receive a letter from me afterwards. 


er In this dilemma was at a loſs what courſe to take, 
and at length reſolved to endeavor to procure a com- 
miſhon in the army juſt then going to America ; but 
was prevailed upon by my wife to abandon the deſign. 
She obſerved, that ſince her relations had refuſed all 
manner of connection and correſpondence with her, 
and being deprived of every friend in the world except 
myſelf, ſhe could not think of depending upon the un- 
certain fate of war for ſupport. - 


ec Being till able to command about twelve hundred 
pounds; and with that I determined to fix my refidence 
in Peterſburgh, until an opportunity might otter of 
making application to the Empreſs for a genteel poſt in 
the Ruſſian ſervice. 


* I had not been long in that capital before I found 
means of acceſs to the Princeſs. She preſented me an 
honorable commiſſion, which I had only borne ten days, 
when J received orders to attend the new Khan of the 
Crimea to his government. He was a young Prince 
of great valor, whom the Empreſs had newly appointed 
to the government of that part of her dominions. As 
my orders were to remain there ſome months, my wife 
Accompanied me. 5 


xz. 
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e The young Prince was ſcarcely ſettlecd in his gor- 
ernment, waen a vaſt body of infurgents, heade ] by his 
two brothers, invaded his dominions. He courageouſly 
gave them battle, and was ſupported with unparalelle d 
bravery ; yet, he had the mortiſication to ſee his army 
kewn to pieces before his eyes, and himſelf with a few 
ſelect friends, obliged to abandon the capital to the 
rapine an plunder of the ihvacers. I ſa my wiſe 
Killed with a lance, and was not able to aſſord her any 
relief or conſolation, being engaged with a force greatly 
ſuperior to my own, in reſcuing tae young Prince from 
a party of Rebels, by whom he had been ſurrounded and 
talcca. 


c We conducte l the young Prince by a circuitous 
route, to Peterſburgh, when I immediately reſigned my 
com miſſion an retired to this place, which I intend to 
leave next year, and remove to South-Carolina, in 
North America, with what I have accumulated, wliere I 
ex ft ect to end my days, for I am reſolved never to re- 


turn to L. ng! and. L 


As he did not yet appear to have the leaſt knowledge 
ef either Auguſtus or Charles, both of whem the reader 
will recollect, he he had ſeen in England, they reſolved 
to leave him in ignorance. Accordingly, the next day 
they ſet forward for Peterſburgh, along that famous 
road which Peter the Great cauſe. to be opened through 
the willerneſs, from Peterſburgh to Moſcow, a diſtance 
of ncar five hundred miles, and as ſtraight as a line. 

2 
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As they ſtopped to refreſh at a ſmall town, within twe 
Cays journey of Peterſburgh, they were met by a com- 
pany of ſoldiers on their march. It was evening, and 
both parties remained in town, till the next day. It 
happened that the Ruſſian officers quartered at the fame 
inn where our travellers put up. Our hero was much 

ſurprized at hearing the commanding officer of the de- 
tachment, giving ſome private directions to a ſubaltern, 
in a very familiar ſtyle, and in good Engliſh. He took 
an opportunity, when he perceived him at leiſure, to 
aſk him where the troops under, his command were 


deſliued? 


He replied to Moſcow, on a ſecret and important 
expedition, 'Though this anſwer was given with the 
molt polite afability, eſſeually prevented further en- 
quiry ; however they diſcourſed on diſſerent ſubjects, 
and ſoon became highly delighted with each other's 
company. In the mean time, Charles and Auguſtus 
were taking a view of the Ruſhan ſoldiery, and was 
immediately ſtruck with the appearance of the Lieute- 


nant, who in the ſame inſtant recollected and flew to 
embrace them. 


This officer as no other than Mr. Fitzgerald. They 
were overjoyed to meet him in ſuch an honorable ſitua- 
tion, and began to enquire how he had been thus ſuc- 
ceſsful in ſo ſhort a time. Aſter the moſt eager and 
friendly enquiries for our hero and Mr. Wilcox, he in- 
formed them, that his commander was his own' brother, 


 FORTUNT'S FOOT-BAL TL. 175 
4 


& But come,” ſaiche, I muſt introduce you to him 
—he already holds you in high eſtimation from my 
account, and will be very happy to {ee you.“ 


He immediately conducted them to the room where 
our hero was ſeated in diſcourſe with his brother. 
« Here, brother,” ſaid he, are the gentlemen of whom 
vou have ſo often heard me ſpeak, that I left in Iſpa- 
han.” Reciprocal ſalutations of the warmeſt friendſhip 
were exchanged, and Mercutio propoſe ſpending the 
evening together, which being aſſented to, the two 
Fitzgeralds were introduced to the ladies. 'The even- 
ing was ſpent in the moſt convivial manner ; in the 
Courſe of which our hero and his companions collected 
full information on the ſubject of the ſecret expedition 
to Moſcow. ; 


The Empreſs had received private and certain intel- 
Tigence of a combination then forming, between a young 
reſtleſs Prince of the Don Coſſacs, and the heads of the 
Calmuc, Circaſkan and Georgian Tribes, to ſeize on 
Moſcow, and proclaim the young Coſſac Emperor. 
They had emiſſaries in all parts of Moſcow, who were 
Faring the way to a general revolt, among whom, was 
their late quondam hoſt, It was to ſecure thoſe princi- 
pal mal-contents, and to convey them to Peteriburgh, 
that Colonel Fitzgerald was leading his detachment : 
A formidable body of horſe and foot were to follow in 
tet. days, in order to ſupport Moſcow if attacked, 
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In the morning they took an aſe donate leave of each 
other, and proceeded on their reſpectire routes. Our 
travellers remained in Peterſhurgh fourteen days, wait- 
ing for a Dutch Galliot, which lay in the Mae at 
Cronſtadt ; and the very day they warped out © the 
Mole, they heard of the arrival of the Conſpirators from 
Moſcow, one hundred and thirty-five in number; and 
on their arrival in the Sound at Elfineur, they got a liſt 
of the names of thoſe who ſuffered decapitation, among 
whom they diſcovered their landlord—and but fifteen 


only eſcaped. 


Mr. Wilcox and his company hai been three weeks 
in Amſterdam previous to their arrival, waiting for 
them, that they might altogether embark for Liverpool. 
Language, however deſcriptive, would fall infinitely 
ſhort of doing juſtice to this reunion of parties. Lore 
parental, fraternal, filial and conjugal, together with 
the moſt unadulterated friendſhip were interchanged— 
and the moſt flattering proſpcAs of approaching happi- 
neſs, conſpired to diſuſe a general joy over the whole 
groupe. Nothing ſhort of celeſtial bliſs could have 
made any addition to their enjoyments on this occaſion 
the charms of the ladies ſeemed to derive new luſtre 
from this change of circm{ances and climate—and 


Captain Wilcox felt the full force oſchoſe of Mils Sydney. 


Their trip to Liverpool was ſhort, ſafe and pleaſan, 
and our hero once more ſet his foot. on Britiſh ground ! 
in high health, with riches ſufficient to ſupport a large 


FORTUNE'S FOOT-BALL. 177 


family in the firſt ſtyle of magniſicence, for many years, 
without any material diminution'; for Kerim had made 
choice of the moſt valuable gems in his dominions, be- 
ſides an immenſe ſum of money, as a token of his re- 


ſpe for him, Charles and Auguſtus. 


Ourhero, Charles, Auguſtus, Eugenio, Mr. Savigny, 
Iſabella and Terentia, were prevailed on to remain in 
Liverpool, until the nuptials of Mr. Cameron with 
Miſs Wilcox, which was fixed at the diſtance of two 
weeks, aud though it appeared an age, yet they could 
not refuſe to ſtay ; and Captain Wilcox managed 
his affairs ſo prudently, that Miſs Sydney gave him 
Her band on the ſame Cay. 


Two days after the celebration of the nuptials, our | 
hero with all his London friends ſet out for the metro- | 
polis, in two poſt chaiſes, and George promiſed to fol- 
low in a few days. They had previouſly committed 
a principal part of their treaſure to the care of old Mr, 
Wilcox, in order to have it remitted to London by the 
ſtage waggon; the remainder, with their wearing apparel | 
was packed in portmanteaus, and placed behind one of 


the carriages, which went foremoſt, and Eugenio's, ſer- 
rant rode behind on the other, 


Between Hitchin and Parnet, within nine miles of 
the latter, four well dreſſed horſemen, attended by two + 
ſerxauts in genteel liveries, paſſed them—they lcoked 
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into the carriages as they came along ſide, but made ns 
ſtop. < | 


Croſſing a heath, after funſet, they were alarmed 
with the ſhrieks of women at a Ciftance to the right. 
Mercutio immediately propoſed going to their re- 
lief, his friends agreed, and they jumped out, 
drew their ſwords, and advanced to the ſpot from 
whence the cries proceedel, leaving Mr. Savigny, 
Eugenio's ſervant and the two poſtillions tc guard the 
la lies and property. When they arrived at the ſcene 
ef action, they found one man engaged at the points 
with two, and two ladies weeping, and ſtruggling to 
prevent being mounted on horſeback, which four men 
were ſtriving to elect. Our hero immediately flew to 
the afliſtance of the gentleman, who was wounded in the 
fword- arm; the other three went to relieve the ladies, 
whole cries were redoubled when they perceived help 
at hand. The raviſhers immediately quitted their prey, 
an drew to defend themſelves. The ladies terrified, 
Amoſt to death, placel themlelves behind their deliver- 
ers, who bore ſo hard on their antagoniſts, that three of 
them ran od, mounted their horſes and diſappeared, 
leaving their wounded companion grovelling in duſt and 
blood. Maercutio made ſhort work with bis man, hav- 
ing diſpatched him the very ſecond thruſt, and the old 
gentleman had wounded the otter io that he cculd not 
wake his eſcape. 


*. 
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Having overthrown this banditti, they kad but juſt 
time to aſk the ladies which way they travele.!,. 
when they heard the report of two piſtols, which ap car- 
el to them to have been diſcharge1 where they had left 
their company and carriages : 'This threw them into 
the utmoſt conſternation they ran precipitately to the- 
ſpot, without ſaying a ſingle word more to the ſtrangers. 


It ſeems that very ſoon after they had gone to the re- 
lief of the ſtrangers, Eugenio's ſervant, who, as well as 
the poſtillions, had Ciſmounted, and while he was dif- 
courſing with them, obſerve! three men carrying off 
one of the portmanteaus from behind the chaiſe, having 
cut the ſtraps with which it was faſtened. He ran to 
his horſe, pulled out his piſtols and diſcharge] one of 
them at the robbers, one of whom dropped, but as be 
fell, diſcharged his own piſtol at random, which unſor- 
tunately killed one of the poſtillions. The other two 
immediately took to their heels and eſcaped, leaving 
their booty behind. | 

Our hero and his companions arrived juſt in time te 
ſee the portmanteau replaced. The ladies were ex- 
tremely frightened ; however, as they had received no 
other damage, the gentlemen re- entered the carriages, 
and taking the body of the poſtiilion, drove on to Bar- 
net as faſt as poſhble—Eugenio's man ſupplying the- 
place of the deceaſed poſtillion. 


do * 


* 
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Although it was late when they reached Barnet, 
they went imme atately before a magiſtrate, and gave a 
full and circumſtantial account of their evening's ad- 
venture: The juſtice promiſe to uſe his utmoſt endea- 

vors to have the robbers apprehended and brought to- 


puniſhment... * 
2 


They laid in town until the poſtillion was interred, 
and then ſet out for London, where they arrived in. 
ſafety, and put up at the Green Dragon, in Piccadilly, 
from whence our hero diſpatched a porter with a note 
to his father, (writen by Mr. Savigny) as from ſome 
friends from Oxfordſhire, requeſting permiſhon to wait 
The anſwer was, he ſhould ex- 


on him in one hour. 


ped them with pleaſure. 


Mercutio difatched the carriages, and ſent for twa 
hackney coaches, ia which they ſet forward to his fa- 
ther's. They were condlucted into a parlour, where 

they were immediately joined by that gentleman. He 
thanked them for the honor af the viſit, and kindly. bid 
them welcome. 


Our hero intended to have kept himſelf concealed for 
ſome time; but who can withſtand the ties of nature? 
filial love, like the averwhelming Nile, bore down every 
oppoſing idea. He ſprang forward, and, on his knees, 

ö elaſping thoſe of his father, exclaimed, „ Gracious 
heaven] do I once more ſee and embrace my honored 
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father! Behold, your long loſt fon !Y? His father, 
amazed, raiſed and ardently embraced him. «© And 
art thou {till alive? How has fate conſpired to keep 
thee ſo long an exile from thy father's houſe? Oh! 
Mercutio, your fond mother has never ceaſed her la- 
mentations ſince the receipt of your letter from Algiers, 
which is now a long time fince.” 


Mercutio, in this critical moment, preſented Iſabella 
as a daughter-in-law, and the reſt of the company as 
his moſt intimate and Lncere friends. 


ce Tam doubly happy this day in the recovery of a 
long loſt ſon, the acquilition of a daughter, who would 
dignify and add ſplendor to a throne, and a ſet of diſ- 
tinguiſhed friends, with whom, though I have not the 
honor to be acquainted as yet, I promiſe myſelf much 
ſocial ſatisfaction in our future intercourſe.” 


Our hero anxiouſly enquired for his mother, but was 
informed ſhe had left home about two hours before in 
eompany with Charlotte Davenport. 


© Is my deareſt Charlotte well ?“ interrogated 
Charles and Auguſtus together at the ſame time, reſpect- 
fully ſaluting the old gentleman and — abe 


« My dear friends,” ſaid he, I am alt aftoniſh- 
ment! She is well but where, in the name of wonder, 
or how have you ſought out one another? Charlotte 
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has been much afflicted her life indeed was deſpaired 


of, when the news from Gibraltar left her no room to 
doubt of the death of Auguflus: This ſhe conlivered 
as certain, and expected as a neceſſary conſequence to 
follow ſhortly; however, by the tender aſſiduity of her 
friends, ſhe is in ſome meaſure: reſtored to tranquillity : 
But your preſence will reanimate her, and your endear- 
ing careſſes will diſperſe the gloom of melancholy which 
bas long obſcured her from the world 


ec But where is ſhe ?” haſtily interrupted Auguſtus 
cc long to ſee her—to enfold her in theſe arms—te- 
reciprocate our paſt griefs, preſent joys and future 
hopes—my deareſt Charlotte ! I muſt ſee her—where 
Is ſhe ? 


ec She went home with Miſs Godfrey to Sir Benja+» 
min's, and we will go there immediately. I expect the 
ladies will all be there.” The chariot being away with 
them, a ſervant was diſpatched for chairs. 


cc Well,” continued the old gentleman, < the events 
of yeſterday evening were unaccountable ; but thoſe of 
this day are abſolutely aſtoniſhing. ”? Pray, Sir,“ 
ſaid Mercutio, “what were thoſe unaccountable events 
which you mentioned as having taken place yeſterday 
evening ?? « Why,” reſumed his father, I took 
Charlotte and Miſs Godfrey, in my phæton, down to 
Worley Manor, principally indeed, to divert and amuſe 
the former, where we were induced by the extreme 
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pleaſantneſs of the weather, and the contemplation of 
the variegated and extenſive landſcape, which, you 
know, appears to much greater advantage when op- 
poſed to the evening ray, to tarry until the ſun was near 
fitting. About four miles from Worley, we were at- 
tacked and ſurrounded by fix Ruffians {Robbers they 
were not) well armed and mounted. Two of them 
ſtopped the horſes, while two more clapping the points 
of their ſwords to my breaſt, threatened me with an 
inſlantaneous diſpatch, if I only offered the leaft reſiſt 
ance, or uttered a ſingle word; and the other two ſeiz- 
ing the ladies, forced them out of the carriage They 
ſhrieked aloud, and ſtruggled to diſengage themſelves. 
The two who were at the horſes heads, diſmounting, 
ted their horſes in order to aſſiſt their companions in 
forcing the ladies to mount. Juſt at this critical inſtant, 
four ſtrangers appeared with drawn ſwords. 


c J had ſprang out of the phæton, and was engaged 
with the two who had me in charge, and had received 
a flight ſcratch in this arm, when one of the ftrangers 
came to my aſſiſtance, who diſpatched one of the aſſaſ- 
fins in a trice, and I wounded the other, I believe, mor- 
tally, By this time, the ſtrangers had put three of the 
four they were engaged with to flight, the other lay 
dead on the field. 


* In the moment I was about to thank our deliverers, 
we were alarmed by the report of piſtols atſome diſtance, 
they ran ſpeedily towards the ſpot, an] Let us in the 
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greateſt amazement. And I have ever ſince been in 
the utmoſt perplexity to account for the ſeveral ſurpriz- 
ing incidents attending this afair : Without being able 
to form even a bare conjecture of the cauſe of the at- 
tack ; or who the ſtrangers were that flew fo readily to 
our afliſlance, and why they left us ſo abruptly 
on hearing the report of the piſtols : I ſhould certainly 
have followed them, had not the ladies preſſed me not 
to leave them; ſo I ſtept into the carriage, and drove 
to town as faſt as poſſible.” | | 


e Baniſh your ſurprize,“ ſaid Mercutio, “ it was 
this arm that proſtrated the villain who would have 


aſſaſſinated my dear father, (of whom I had then not the 


leaſt recollection) the other four were defeated by the 


. generous valor of my friends here. We were paſſing 


along the great road towards Barnet, and hearing the 


cries of the ladies, immediately agreed to 80 to your 


relief.“ 
= 


. * Miracles! miracles all !” exclaimed his father, 
« all bounteous Providence] Unſearchable are thy 
ways, gracious God ! But a few hours paſt, my life 
was expoſed to the greedy {words of aſſaſſin: - ſuſpend- 
e by a ſingle hair over the dreary guljh of death! Even 
then, in that critical moment, it was jg eſerved by a ſor, 
doubtleſs ſent by Thee, long lamented as dead; or 
what would have been infinitely worſe, groaning, ex- 
piring daily, under the moſt vindictive torture of Turkiſh 
bondage. And you, my dear friend,” addreing Au- 


r 
* 


* — 


* * ., 


FORTUNE'S TO Or-. A L T. 18 5 


guſtus, © hare been higbly ſavored, in being employed 
as a guardian angel in being ſent to preſerxe and pro- 
tec the honor of the tendereſt, moſt faithful of partners, 
who is deſerving of all your eſteem.” The arrival of 
we chairs interrupted the diſcourſe. 

Tbeir reception at Sir Benjamin's was ſuch as might 
have been expeded. The ſurprize, however, which 
the ſudden apreararce of Mercutio and Auguſtus in- 
ſpired, and the want of caution. ia their introduction, 
had like to have been productive of dangerous con!t- 
quences: The. old lady and Charlotte, ſwocned in the 
ſame moment; however, a few minutes reſtored them 
to new liſe—:o pleaſures to which they had been 
long eſtrangel. 


Joy ſparkle in every eye preſent—a thouſand ma- 
ternal kiſſes were impreſſed on the lips of his exulting 
mother—a thouſand conjugal ones fell to the ſhare of 
Auguſtus, while entranced on the boſom of the enran- 
ture! Charlotte. Ifabella was alrealy tenderly em- 
brace l as a, beloved daughter, by her tender parents, 
which rendered her happineſs, as well as that of Mer- 
cutio, complete; and every heart heat in perfect uniſon 
with thoſe immediately concerned. 


Dinner interrupte ! this extatic ſcene, after which 
-Eugenio took leave of his frien 1s, an.l with Terentia 
an.| Mr. Savigny, ſet out for his father's in great George 
ſtreet ; but before he reached the houſe, the Eſcutcheon 
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informed him of his father's deceaſe. Auguſlus re- 
mained at Sir Benjamin's, and Charles returned with 
Mercutio to his fathers, 


Our hero's relation of his adventures, which was in- 
diſpenſible, occupied moſt of the evening—ſome parts, 
for particular reaſons . (which the reader's reflection 
will readily diſcover) he ſuppreſſed. His parents were 
amazed at the ftory, but overjoyed with the reſult ; 
and the fluctuating emotions of their fouls were conſpi- 
cuous in the changes of their countenances, while he 
related the various, and to them intereſting incidents 
of which his narrative was compoſe, ; 


It is worthy of remark, that though Mercutio's con- 
nection with Iſabella, had been ſanctioned by a rite of 
tie Church of Rome, which in a Catholic country 
conſtitutes a legal marriage; yet, as a' member of the 
Church of England, he conſidered it in no other light 
than as a mere eſpouſal. He had ſome time previous to 
their marriage, convinced her of the propriety, and 
apprized her of his intention of keeping ſeparate beds, 
until this obſtacle could be removed—a line of conduct 
from which they bad never deviated, 


Early the next day, our hero accompanied his friend 


Charles to the houſe of Lord 8 „where a ſcene 


Emilar to that exhibited at Sir Benjamin's the preceding 
day, took place, 


e 
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The Earl, aſter liſtening to Charles's account of 


their adventures, with profound attention, informed them 
that the account they had received from their hoſt in 
Muſcow, was in part true; but a great part utterly 
falſe. A divorce, he ſaid, had been obtained, but that 
he was married to the co-partner of his guilt, was a 
groſs falſhood invented for the only purpoſe of conceal- 
ing a part of that infamy which was ſtamped on his 
every action, and which has at laſt conducted him to an 
ignominious and untimely death in a foreign land: 
No, he took her into keeping, and they cohabited ſame 
time together, deſpiſed by every perſon of c! aracter 
no man, but ſuch as were as abandoned as himſelf, ever 
entered his houſe, which was repreſented as a perſed 
ſink of debauchery, and he, when abroad was ſhunnel 
as a peſtilence. He ſeduced a youug creature, of ob- 
{cure parents, to his houſe, where he eſfected her ruin; 
however, he had not taken ſufticient precaution to elude 
Bie vigilance of his paramour : She detedte i him in the 
very ad, and reproached him in the bittereſt terms; 
accuſe] him of perfidy, ani, by a detail of his treatment 
of herſelf in particular, enraged the weetch to a degree 
of madneſs—he ſeizel a piſtol which hung near him, 
an ſhot her through the heart. Thus ſhe fell in the 
prime of life, a victim to the perfidy of a villain and 
her own levity, weakneſs and indifcretion--unpitied 
even by her own father. 


His ſervants, wretches who had been long initiated 
in the vile practices of their infamous maſter, were now 
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his only friends and companions; they aſſiſted him in 
conſming tlie other unfortunate creature in a dark 


room, where they left her, then putting horſes to the. 


carriage, and taking as. much plate, money and. wear- 
ing apparel as they thought they could conveniently. 
carry, {et off for Graveſend, where he ſold the carriage, 
and horſes, and took ſhipping for Ruſſia. 


Eugenio, Terentia and Mr. Savigny, met them by, 
appointment at Sir Benjamin's, the ſame evening, 
where the two families, with. their long leſt children, 
ſpent the evening, mutually congratulating. each other, 
on the happy viciſſitudes which had reſtored, them. to, 
each other, and concluded with adoring and thanking 
that awful, inviſible, yet omnipotent Being, who in 
mercy, had conducted them through that alarming, and. 
to ordivary minds, inſurmonntable dangers and diil- 
culties which we have related, to that haven of felicity 
and ſecurĩty, in which they had at laſt, happily anchored, 


Our hero's happineſs was. conſiderably, encreaſedl 
that evening, by. the appearance of a ſiſter, who, when, 
he leſt England, was but nine years of age. He found 
her in the full bloom of beauty, adorned with every ſe- 
minine grace. She recollected him in an inſtant, ex- 
claimed, Oh my dear. brother ! flew to him, and en- 
circling him in the arms of innocence, embraced Lim 
with all the ardor of a ſond and real {:ſter, 
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Charles was deeply ſmitten with the charms of young 
Clariſſa's perſon and behavior, and determined, if poſſi- 
ble to make her his own. He communicated his fen- 
timents to Mercutio, who approved them and promiſed 
him all the aſſiſtance in his power to procure his happi- 
neſs ; nor did he forget his promiſe, for the very next 
day he propoſed the matter to his father, who returned 
a favorable anſwer, and Charles was permitted to pay 
his addreſſes to, and ſoon inſpired her with ſentiments 
favorable to his wiſhes. 


It was agreed between our hero and Eugenio, (who 
intended to follow his example) to take the earlieſt op- 
portunity of having their nuptials re- celebrated. Ac- 
eordingly a day was appointed at the diſtance of ſix 
weeks. This procraſtination was jointly concerted 
between Mercutio, Charles and Auguſtus, in hopes 
Charles's affair would ripen in ſuch time, that their 
happineſs might all commence in one day. 


The preſfing entreaties of Charles, aided by the per- 
ivafions of Mercutio, and the influence of her parents, 
at length triumphed over tie virgin delicacy of Clariſſa; 
She conſented to make him happy on the day appointed 
for the celebration of her brother's nuptials : She how- 
ever intreated Charles an Mercutio to have the cere- 
mony performed privately ; but this requeſt was over- 
ruled by the whole family. 
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The day arrived, they proceeded in coaches to St. 
James's Church. Their joy on this occaſion would 
have been too exquiſite, had not a reflection occurred, 
which was not conceived till the moment they were 
alvancing towards the ſacred altar—which was, that 
the laſt time they were aſſembled in that place, they 
mourafully afſiſte at the funeral obſequies of the amia- 
ble, much lamente ] Lucin la, over whoſe dear remains 
they then walked in matrimonial proceſhon. Mercutio 
caſt a ſignificant glance at Charles, as if to remind him 
of their laſt meeting within thoſe ſacred walls; and as a 
flent reproach for their inadvertancy in overlooking a 
circumſtance which never could be remembered by 
them without regret, Charlotte dropt a tear of affection 
when paſſing over the aſhes of her departed ſiſter. 
Whatever emotions pervaded their minds while walking 
from the door to the altar, the moſt awful, and conſe- 
quently the moſt proper behavior was obſerved through 
the whole ceremony, * , 
15 0 al. 

They returned to the houſe of the Ear! 8, 
where they dined, in the height of their happineſs— 
genuine felicity pervaded every breaſt. George Wright 
and Mr. Cameron were announced. They were intro- 
duced by Mercutio, and kindly received. Mrs. Cameron 
inſiſted on coming to LonJon, in. order to take 
| leave of her earthly redeemer (as ſhe ſtiled Mercutio) 
previous to her departure for Scotland, where Mr, 
Cameron's eſtate lay, 
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Having now completed my deſign, in tracing our 
hero through the various vicillitudes to which he was 
ſabjected in the courſe of his peregrination, and, find- 
ing him at laſt, in his native country, ſurrounded by his 

- molt lincere friends and aZetionate relatives, at the 
very ſummit of happineſs, in the poſſeſhon of the 
lovely Iſabella, and reinflated in eaſe and affluence, 
I {ball cloſe my hiſtory. 0 


— 


HEY END 
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